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EUCHARIST 
Celebration of Sharing Fully at Christ’s Altar of Sacrifice & Communion with Jesus and His Church 

Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) 
Sunday Vigil: 5:00 PM (Saturday) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, & 6:00 PM  
Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 AM 
First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Day: 8:30 AM & 7:00 PM 

Evening of Healing Prayer  
and Eucharistic Adoration 
On the 1st Saturday of the month 

4:30 PM - Recitation of the Rosary 
5:00 PM - Regular Vigil Mass for Sunday 

5:45 PM - Eucharistic Adoration 
         for one hour of quiet prayer  

RECONCILIATION 
Celebration of God’s Forgiveness  

through Personal Confession 
Saturday Morning: 8:30 AM (until all are heard) 

Saturday Evening: after the 5:00 PM Mass 
Other Times by Appointment 

S   H  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Celebration of God’s Restorative Love & Forgiveness 
Sacrament offers strength to the living. If someone becomes 
seriously ill, please call the Parish Administrative Center. 
Ministers of Care are available to bring Holy Communion and/
or visit with the sick and homebound. 
Also every 1st Saturday after the 5:00 PM Mass 

S   C  
MATRIMONY  

Celebration of God’s Blessings on the  
Loving Union between Man and Woman 

Please call the Parish Administration Center at least 4 months  
in advance of your wedding. Pre-Cana for engaged couples  
is required by the Archdiocese. 
Matrimony Contact: 
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  or Fr Colm Mitchell  708-448-4861 

HOLY ORDERS 
Celebration of Ordained Service to the Church 

The three offices of the Sacrament of Holy Orders are bishop, 
priest and deacon. All three are conferred by the sacramental 
act called “ordination.”  
Priesthood Contact - Fr. Michniewicz     448-4861 ext. 227 
Fr. Colm Mitchell  448-4861 ext.  223 
Archdiocese of Chicago Vocation Director: 
Rev. Timothy Monahan    312-534-8298 

RCIA   Celebration of the Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults 
This process is for adults who would like to join the Roman Catholic Church and have never been Baptized, or were Baptized  

in another Christian denomination. There is also a process for children (RCIC) and teens (RCIT). 
RCIA/RCIC/RCIT contact - Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

S   I  

BAPTISM 
Celebration of Entrance into Christ’s Church 

You should be a registered parishioner of St. Alexander, or 
willing to register and join our Faith Community. Relatives of 
St. Alexander parishioners are also welcome. 
At least one Godparent must be a practicing Catholic. The 
other must be a Christian. Parents must register for a class  
on Baptism BEFORE your baby is baptized. Archdiocesan 
required classes are held once a month, usually on the first 
Tuesday of the month, and facilitated by trained parishioners. 
Baptism contact Joan DeVito 448-4861 ext. 237 

CONFIRMATION 
Celebration of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

This Sacrament is normally celebrated in 8th Grade and is 
 a 2 year program of preparation. 
Confirmation Contacts: 
Tyler Ried - Religious Education 448-6624  
Sharon O’Toole - School 448-0408 
The Archdiocese also offers classes for adults wishing to  
receive Confirmation. Adult Confirmation Contact -  
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Spreading the Holy Fire 
Celebrating Christ Risen from the Dead through the 7 Sacraments 
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Dear Parishioners,  
     This weekend marks the beginning of the Advent season. Advent is the perfect opportunity to 
take a personal inventory and ask ourselves several questions. Are we ready for our Lord’s return to 
Earth? Do we have sinful areas in our lives that need to be reformed? Do we live out the gospel val-
ues of Jesus or do we just agree with our Lord’s precepts and live our lives the way we want ac-
cording to our own moral code? Do we have unfinished business with relatives and friends and hold 
grudges that are contrary to our Lord’s command of love thy neighbor. Sometimes the true meaning 
of Advent can be lost when we spend our precious time with Christmas shopping, wrapping, cook-
ing and parties. Let us all make a commitment this Advent to work on our spiritual lives and our 
relationship with our Lord. 
     Friday, December 8th is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. We, at St. Alexander will cele-
brate this Holy Day with a Mass on Friday morning December 8th at 8:30  and Friday evening at 
7:00 . Our school children will celebrate the Holy Day with an all school Mass at 10:00am 
     Our Advent Communal Penance Service will be held on Wednesday, December 13th at 7:00  
in the church. Please consider attending this special service to reconcile your relationship with God 
and one another as we prepare ourselves for the anniversary of our Lord’s birth on Christmas Day.  
     Many thanks to Paula Somers who planned, organized, and worked this year’s Trivia Night. All 
who attended had a good time as we laughed, talked, ate, and found out how much we don’t know 
about certain subjects. My team did not win, but for the first time in many years we finished in the 
top five. 
     Once again, please remember the St. Alexander Sharing Tree which help families in need 
in our own parish community, and families served by the Franciscans of The Port Ministries 
in Chicago. Donations can be mailed, dropped at the parish office, or placed in the offertory 
collection at Mass. Please make sure to mark the envelope “Sharing Tree” and the checks 
payable to St. Alexander Church. We request that all donations be received at St. Alexander 
by Sunday, December 10th. During these times of financial difficulty for many families your 
gifts are needed more than ever.  
     Next weekend, December 9th and 10th, there is a special envelope in your packet on behalf of the 
Retirement Fund For Religious. Many religious orders are in dire need of funds for the numerous 
retirees who have served the Church throughout the years. Over the past 25 years, the Retirement 
Fund For Religious appeal has provided much needed help for those dedicated religious who minis-
tered in the spirit of the gospel with no priority given to retirement funding. I ask that everyone be 
generous to this special collection. Please read Cardinal Cupich’s letter on page five regarding the 
collection. 
           God Bless, 
           Father Marty 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

Feast of St. Nicholas  
December 6th 

One who aspires to the grace of 
God must be pure, with a heart 
as innocent as a child's. 

ST. ALEXANDER  
YOUTH MINISTRY 

Thank you for supporting our 
annual Christmas wreath sale! 
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SCRIPTURE  
REFLECTION 

Lately I’ve been listening to a science-based podcast 
on healthy daily living. The host frequently discuss-
es the wide range of health benefits of sleep. So, 
each night I’m trying to get more, and better, slum-
ber, and it’s helping me feel energized. So, why in 
the world should we follow Christ’s advice this 
week? “Watch therefore, for you do not know when 
the master of the house will come … lest he find you 
asleep.” Isn’t sleep, especially at midnight and cock-
crow, a good thing? 
Of course, it is. But the wakefulness the Lord calls 
us to is a deep, personal orientation to Him. A night-
ly vigil is therefore a metaphor for this, but it’s not 
just that. We should give up real sleep in order to 
pray, too. This difficult practice is a time-tested way 
to foster wakefulness of heart. When we give up 
sleep to pray, it focuses us. We learn that life is not 
an endless series of days. You and I belong to the 
Lord — awake or asleep, in life and in death. Sooner 
or later, even our need for our physical sleep will 
pass away. And our attentiveness to God — that is, 
whether we are awaiting Him to meet us — will be 
all that matters. 
May I challenge us this week and this Advent to in-
tentionally give up at least one hour of sleep each 
week for prayer? Stay up later, wake up in the mid-
dle of the night, or an hour earlier, and pray. Will we 
be a bit more tired the next day? Yes. But we’ll be 
amazed at the spiritual wakefulness that results, too. 

— Father John Muir 
 

Today’s Readings: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/ 
Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (4)/1 Cor 1:3-9/ 

Mk 13:33-37   

On Sunday, November 26, 2023 Deacon Mike Ciciura 
baptized Mackenzie Ann Marie Sanchez, daughter of 
Victor & Lauren.  
We welcome Mackenzie Ann Marie into the family of 
the church and offer her parents our prayers and good 
wishes. 

 

We ask you to remember and pray for the souls of 
the faithful departed. May they forever rest in the 
Lord’s peace. We especially pray for: 

Eileen  DeCora, sister of Maureen McInerney 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
December 4-10, 2023 

Monday: Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/
 Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/
 Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday:  Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/  
 Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday:  Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a/
 Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/
 Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/
 Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday:  Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 
 (8)/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 

Prayers of the Faithful  
for the Sick 

As the faith family of St. Alexander, we 
unite with one another to pray for those 
who need healing of their body, mind or 

spirit. Confident that God hears the voices of those who 
trust in the Lord Jesus, we join in prayer for: 
 Tatiana Ranftl Dale Yukich   
 Maggie Campbell Lisa Krisik  
 Carole Holding Joe Stachler 
 Emily Shewski Jaiden Trevino 
 Jeanette Budinger Pat Potokar 
 Marian Conway Paul Pendergast   

If you or anyone in your family would like to be added 
to our Prayers of the Faithful for the Sick please contact 
the Parish Administrative Office by noon on Friday. 

Contact the parish office if you would like to 
have a Mass intention for 2023 and 2024. 
Please note that Mass intentions are not just 
for the deceased but for anyone you would 
like to include in prayer. 
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Home Bound or Ill? 
If you, or someone you know, are unable to at-
tend Mass and would like to receive communion 
in their home, please call  Deacon Jim Horton or 
Deacon Fran Pendergast at 708-448-4861. 

The Knights of Columbus 
will offer Keep Christ in 
Christmas magnets and 
yard signs after Masses  

this weekend and 
December 9th & 10th  

Proceeds will support our annual Coats for 
Kids program which provides new, warm winter 
coats for needy children in our area. This year 
our council provided 98 coats to children at St. 
Agnes School/Our Lady of the Heights, our 
sharing parish. 
The Keep Christ in Christmas program is de-
signed as a way to encourage our neighbors to 
shift from preoccupation with materialism to the 
light of Christ, the spirit of giving, and the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

Donation: $5/magnet and $10/yard sign 

My name is Maggie Pate, and 
 I’m an education student at  
Trinity Christian College. I’m  

originally from Champaign, IL,  
and I first started coming to  

St. Alexander when I was looking  
for a new church in the area.  
Now, about a year later, I am  

so excited to be an RCIA candidate 
with the parish! Thank you for  

welcoming me into this  
church community!  

My name is Dave Novak. I have lived  
in Palos Heights and have been  

attending church at St. Alexander for 
about 8 years. I am excited to be  

on this journey of learning about and 
becoming Catholic. It’s important  
to me to understand and be able  
to teach my children the faith. I 

 have an amazing, supportive wife  
and 3 children we are raising in the 

Catholic faith and attend school  
at St. Alexander. Go Raiders! 

WORD OF LIFE  
“The Gospel of Life recognizes the 
full range of threats against human 
life, from poverty and malnutrition to 
murder and war. Particular emphasis, 
however, is placed on threats to life at 
its beginning and end—precisely 
when it is most in need of protection. 
In modern times, children in their 
mothers’ wombs and those approach-
ing the end of their lives are certainly 
among the ‘least of these’ in our 
world’s estimation.”  

—USCCB Secretariat of  
Pro-Life Activities 

MASS TIMES WHILE OUT OF TOWN 
There are free iPhone apps available that give 
church locations and Mass times  all over the 
country; Catholic Mass Times Church Directory 
or Mass Times for Travel. Or visit the website 
www.masstimes.org or www.findaparish.com. 

 

 Current opening at St. Alexander School! 
Send your resume to 

 sotoole@archchicago.org 
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SUNDAY SAVE SALE HOURS 
10:15-11:30AM 

SAVE orders may also be brought to the Par-
ish Administrative Center. Orders dropped 
off by 5:00PM on Wednesday are available 
for pick-up Thursday after Noon at the PAC. 
They may also be picked up during sale 
hours in the SAVE room on Sunday.  

St. Alexander 
Sharing Tree   
November 25th  

thru December 10th  

The Sharing Tree experience is a long  
and beautiful tradition at St. Alexander.  

Those being helped this year are families  
in need in our own parish community,  

and families served by the Franciscans of  
The Port Ministries in Chicago. 

During these times of financial difficulties 
your donation will make all the  

difference in someone's  
Christmas celebration. God Bless. 

 

We ask that you make a monetary do-
nation and we will then purchase gift 
cards for the families in need.  

Please make your check payable to St. 
Alexander Church and place it in an 
envelope marked “Sharing Tree”.  

Donations may be mailed, dropped off 
at the parish office, or placed in the of-
fertory boxes in the back of church.  

The Meaning of  the Advent Wreath 
Did you ever wonder what the Advent wreath 
symbolizes? Here ae some interesting facts: 
1. It is shaped in a circle (no beginning or end) – 

the circle symbolizes God’s unending love for 
us represented in the birth of Jesus and also 
the everlasting life found in Him. 

2. Number of candles in the circle – Four candles 
are used in the circle and represent each 1,000 
years. When added together they represent 
the 4,000 years that humanity waited for the 
world’s savior. 

3. White candle in the middle – Some traditions 
include a white candle in the middle which 
represents Christ. It is lit on Christmas Eve. 

4. Color of the 4 candles – Violet: signifies  
 prayer,  penance and sacrifice that we are to 

practice while in “darkness” as we wait for 
Christ’s birth. Rose: signifies rejoicing because 
we have arrived at the midpoint of Advent and  
are now closer to Christmas. 

5. The lighting of the candles each week  
  represents the coming of the light of Christ 

into the world. Lighting the candles progres-
sively symbolizes the expectation and hope of 
Jesus’ first coming and the anticipation of His 
second coming. 

Have a Blessed Advent! 

On December 8th, the 
Church celebrates the 

Solemnity of the  
Immaculate Conception 

of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. (This feast is a 

holy day of obligation.) 
On this feast, we cele-

brate Mary’s conception 
free from the stain of 

Original Sin, and we rec-
ognize that Mary’s life 
began the moment she 
was conceived in the 

womb of St. Anne. So, 
too, does every human 

life begin at the moment 
of fertilization, when it is 
lovingly knit together by 

God the Father.  
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MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If any parish ministry or organization would like 
to have an announcement made at Mass we ask 
that you please have the information to the office 
by noon on Friday. This allows us to compile the 
books we need for weekend liturgies by the end 
of Friday. Also, please limit announcements to 
one or two sentences. 

LEGACY PLANNING 
Please prayerfully consider remembering our 
parish when you update your estate plans. These 
gifts help us to build a solid foundation for the 
Catholic formation of future generations.  
Prepare or update your will or trust today by 
contacting an attorney. For sample bequest lan-
guage, contact Fr. Marty at 708-448-4861. 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
BULLETIN DEADLINE 

Any information submitted for the bulletin 
must be submitted by the following dates. Any-
thing submitted after that may not be included 
until a later date. 
Please email your print ready information, in a 
word, jpeg or pdf file, to nromano33@aol.com. 
The information will be used as space in the 
bulletin is available. 

Christmas holiday submission dates:  
12/24 bulletin items due by 12/6 

12/31 bulletin items due by 12/13 
Thank you for your cooperation in helping to 
meet the deadlines required by our publisher! 

Advent assures us that God  
hears our cries and responds  

with compassion; indeed God 
promises to embrace us fully with  
His compassion. The fulfillment 

of this promise turns our gaze 
 to the future, which  

dawns on Christmas day. 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 
Wednesday, December 13th 

7:00PM in the Church 
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ST. ALEXANDER SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
Junior High 7th and 8th graders went to feed my starving 

children as part of their Confirmation Prep Service Project. 

Our 8th graders  
enjoyed an afternoon  

of Bingo at the  
Palos Heights Senior  

Living Center.  
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COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Saturday, December 9th 
  5:00  PM— Maureen Balich, Ryan Alberts,  
   Dolores Gorski 
Sunday, December 10th 
  7:30 AM— Pat Karrasch, Ed Sobczak, Ruth Macey 
  9:30 AM— Nancy Dougherty, Guido Cadore,  
   Wendy Loftus 
11:30 AM— Tom Stuchly, Jim & Pat Fisher 
  6:00 PM— Sharon Ayres, Mike Collins 

READERS 
Saturday, December 9th 
  5:00  PM— Charlie Smith, Jan John 
Sunday, December 10th 
  7:30 AM— Paula Somers 
  9:30 AM— Debbie Myron, Rich Cruz 
11:30 AM— John Donovan, Gino Rodriguez 
  6:00 PM— James Clark, Bob Ayres 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
& Knights of Columbus 

Food Collection 
Please donate to our ongoing food 
collection for St. Blase. Donations 
should be placed on the bench 
across from the SAVE room. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Opportunity for  
Spiritual Direction 

Christion Spiritual Direction is 
an ancient spiritual discipline 
that is a way of companioning 

people as they seek to look closely, through the eyes of 
their heart, at the guidance and transforming work of God in 
their lives. Direction is given by one believer to another and 
helps the seeker to respond to the Holy Spirit’s communica-
tion by living out this relationship with God. The focus of 
this type of spiritual direction is on experience, not ideas, 
and specifically on the religious dimension of experience.  

Moreover, experiences are viewed as an expression of the 
ongoing personal relationship God has established with 
each one of us. The director is considered a gentle guide in 
this process. Spiritual direction meetings take place once a 
month in a one on one setting. Prayer, silence, and listening 
are used to assist the seeker in discerning the movement of 
the Holy Spirit in their lives. All conversations take place in 
strict confidentiality.  

If you are interested in getting more details about  
or using Spiritual Direction ministry, please contact  

Deacon Mike Ciciura at 630-243-9342 
or mciciura@archchicago.org 
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MERCY HOME SUNDAY MASS 

 9:30AM on WGN-TV Channel 9 

PASTORAL COUNSELING SERVICES 
AT  ST.  ALEXANDER PARISH 

Services for individuals, 
couples & families 

For more information, call  
448-4861 ext. 310 

Sr. Claire M. Czerwiec, SSND, LCPC  
          Pastoral Counselor & Spiritual Director 

E-Giving Made Easy 
If you would like to make a 
one-time electronic donation, 
please scan 
this bar code.   

Scroll down to “One –Time Gifts” 
and enter the amount and type of 
payment. It’s that simple! 

GET OUR WEEKLY BULLETIN  
EMAILED TO YOU! 

Subscribe to ParishesOnline.com  
to get a link to our weekly parish bulletin 

delivered straight to your inbox!  
Visit parishesonline.com and search  
for our parish to get started today.  

It’s fast, easy and free! 

 

WORD OF LIFE  
“The Gospel of Life recognizes the full range of 
threats against human life, from poverty and mal-
nutrition to murder and war. Particular emphasis, 
however, is placed on threats to life at its begin-
ning and end—precisely when it is most in need of 
protection. In modern times, children in their 
mothers’ wombs and those approaching the end of 
their lives are certainly among the ‘least of these’ 
in our world’s estimation.”  

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 

Palos Heights Women's Club  
Christmas Luncheon—Saturday, Dec. 9th 

Silver Lake Country Club 
Boutique vendors, 18 raffle baskets, home-
made cookie sale, wine pull, plated lunch 
and entertainer Joe Elvis Tirrito. Tickets $50 
at Dough Guys Bakery.  
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 3, 2023 
 
Saturday, December 2nd 
 5:00 PM— John O’Connell 
   Eugene McMahon 
   Dolores & Robert Kramarski 
   Poor Souls in Purgatory 
   William E. Lewandowski 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Nancy Tarka 
Sunday, December 3rd 
 7:30 AM— Vincent & Mary Hoban 
   Aggie Palmer 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Linda Koepke 
   Joe, Cindy & Jim Rozak 
 9:30 AM— Donna M. & Joseph A. Feldner SGM 
   Dr. Loren J. Feldner 
   Walter & Sophia Feiling 
   Gerald Barry 
   Mike McConville 
    Dorothy Janik 
   Thomas Patrick Grady 
   Andrzej Radecki 
   Claudia & Bob Krohn 
   Joanne Schwabe 
 11:30 AM— George Lombard 
   Clement Hohmer 
   Donald Booth 
   William Morrissey 
 6:00 PM— For the Parishioners 
Monday, December 4th (St. John Damascene) 
 8:30 AM— Mary Murphy O’Connell 
   Catherine Scanlon 
   John Janik 
   John Pusateri 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Arthur Mallo  
Tuesday, December 5th 
 8:30 AM— Colleen J. Nix 
Wednesday, December 6th (St. Nicholas) 
 8:30 AM— Bruno Scodro 
   George Schoenbeck—1st Anniversary 
   Colleen J. Nix 
Thursday, December 7th (St. Ambrose) 
 8:30 AM— Irene Blair—1st Anniversary 
   Joan Cromwell 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Bishop Kevin Birmingham 
Friday, December 8th (The Immaculate Conception of    
 8:30 AM— Jim Wann        the Blessed Virgin Mary) 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Linda Barcelona 
   Ann & Joseph Malacina 
   Joanne Schwabe 
 7:00 PM— Special Intention 

Saturday, December 9th (St. Juan Diego  
 8:00 AM—  John Foster Sr.                Cuauhtlatoatzin) 
   Tom & Kathleen Walsh 
   Ed Dombrowski—3rd Anniversary 
   Colleen J. Nix 
 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 10, 2023 
 
Saturday, December 9th 
 5:00 PM— For the Parishioners 
   Eleanor O’Neil 
   Arlene Benzies 
   Rev. John G. Kline 
   Jennifer Aparo 
   Donna & Vic Peterson 
Sunday, December 10th 
 7:30 AM— Bernard Ziobro 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Catherine Hoban 
   Aggie Palmer 
   Linda Koepke 
   Cynthia Plescher 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Edward Sobczak—Birthday Blessing 
 9:30 AM— Michael Hanley 
   Brian Cadore 
   Donna M. & Joseph A. Feldner SGM 
   Dr. Loren J. Feldner 
   Peter & Frances Feldner 
   Bernadette Tomasek 
   Walter Hardy 
   Krystyna Johnson 
   Dan & Joan Bagniewski 
 11:30 AM— Vincent O’Grady 
   Clement Hohmer 
   Richard Raines 
   John Lally 
   Eveleen Bettinardi 
 6:00 PM— Special Intention 
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