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RECONCILIATION 
Celebration of God’s Forgiveness  

through Personal Confession 
Saturday Morning: 8:30 AM (until all are heard) 

Saturday Evening: after the 5:00 PM Mass 
Other Times by Appointment 

Sൺർඋൺආൾඇඍඌ ඈൿ Hൾൺඅංඇ඀ 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Celebration of God’s Restorative Love & Forgiveness 
Sacrament offers strength to the living. If someone becomes 
seriously ill, please call the Parish Administrative Center. 
Ministers of Care are available to bring Holy Communion and/
or visit with the sick and homebound. 
Also every 1st Saturday after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Spreading the Holy Fire 
Celebrating Christ Risen from the Dead through the 7 Sacraments 

MATRIMONY  
Celebration of God’s Blessings on the  

Loving Union between Man and Woman 
Please call the Parish Administration Center at least 4 months  
in advance of your wedding. Pre-Cana for engaged couples  
is required by the Archdiocese. 
Matrimony Contact: 
Fr. Martin Michniewicz 708-448-4861 

Sൺർඋൺආൾඇඍඌ ඈൿ Cඈආආංඍආൾඇඍ 
HOLY ORDERS 

Celebration of Ordained Service to the Church 
The three offices of the Sacrament of Holy Orders are bishop, 
priest and deacon. All three are conferred by the sacramental 
act called “ordination.”  
Priesthood Contact - Fr. Michniewicz     448-4861 ext 227 
Archdiocese of Chicago Vocation Director: 
Rev. Timothy Monahan    312-534-8298 

RCIA   Celebration of the Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults 
This process is for adults who would like to join the Roman Catholic Church and have never been Baptized, or were Baptized  

in another Christian denomination. There is also a process for children (RCIC) and teens (RCIT). 
RCIA/RCIC/RCIT contact - Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Sൺർඋൺආൾඇඍඌ ඈൿ Iඇංඍංൺඍංඈඇ 

BAPTISM 
Celebration of Entrance into Christ’s Church 

You should be a registered parishioner of St. Alexander, or 
willing to register and join our Faith Community. Relatives of 
St. Alexander parishioners are also welcome. 
At least one Godparent must be a practicing Catholic. The 
other must be a Christian. Parents must register for a class  
on Baptism BEFORE your baby is baptized. Archdiocesan 
required classes are held once a month, usually on the first 
Tuesday of the month, and facilitated by trained parishioners. 
Baptism contact Joan DeVito 448-4861 ext. 237 

CONFIRMATION 
Celebration of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

This Sacrament is normally celebrated in 8th Grade and is 
 a 2 year program of preparation. 
Confirmation Contacts: 
Tyler Ried - Religious Education 448-6624  
Sharon O’Toole - School 448-0408 
The Archdiocese also offers classes for adults wishing to  
receive Confirmation. Adult Confirmation Contact -  
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

EUCHARIST 
Celebration of Sharing Fully at Christ’s Altar of Sacrifice & Communion with Jesus and His Church 

Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) 
Sunday Vigil: 5:00 PM (Saturday) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, & 6:00 PM  
Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 AM 
First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Day Vigil: 7:00 PM 
Holy Day: 8:30 AM & 7:00 PM 

Evening of Healing Prayer  
and Eucharistic Adoration 
On the 1st Saturday of the month 

4:30 PM - Recitation of the Rosary 
5:00 PM - Regular Vigil Mass for Sunday 

5:45 PM - Benediction and Eucharistic  
         Adoration for one hour  



Page Three Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time   September 17, 2023 

 

  

Dear Parishioners,  
    This past week we welcomed back all students in our Religious Education Program. I pray that this 
will be once again a successful year for our students and volunteer teachers. We have an excellent pro-
gram and if you know of anybody looking for an RE program in our area please tell them to call Tyler 
Ried in the RE office at 708-448-6624. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer teacher please 
contact Tyler. Please know that you will be trained and you are certainly worthy of participating in this 
ministry when you use the gifts of the Holy Spirit.   
     Many times throughout the year we receive requests for services from people we do not know. 
Many of these requests entail a moral obligation. We are asked to verify that a person is a practicing 
Catholic; we are asked to marry someone who is not registered in the parish. There is a Church law that 
requires a pastor know the people before he gives information or permission for any sacrament. It is 
quite difficult and embarrassing at times to question people unnecessarily. Often the people concerned 
become upset. There is an easy solution to these problems; become a registered, known, contributing, 
and active parishioner. Young people need to register in the parish in which they reside. Once a person 
finishes school, gets a job, or is married, they take on a new identity and a new home. They no longer 
come under the registration of their parents. Much grief can be avoided by registering, so PLEASE reg-
ister. It will be of great help if one would like to receive a sacrament at St. Alexander or obtain a letter 
of recommendation to become a sponsor for Confirmation or Baptism. You may call 708-448-4861, or 
stop by the Parish Administrative Center to register. 
     Following are figures for our parish collections for the past several months: 
 May  $72,288.56      June  $76,052.71     July  $91,719.00     August  $84,475.50 
     A heartfelt thanks for all your generosity which enables St. Alexander Parish to continue to bring 
the Gospel of Christ in many ways to all our parishioners in a world that needs our Lord now more 
than ever.   
           God Bless, 
           Father Marty 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

A	Prayer	for	“Renew	My	Church” 
Lord	Jesus,	you	speak	to	us	today,	as	you	spoke		
to	holy	men	and	women	who	have	gone	before		
us.	In	every	age	and	in	our	own	time,	you	call	to		
us	and	say:	Renew	My	Church.	
Pour	out	the	gift	of	your	Holy	Spirit	upon	us,		
and	so	enable	us		
	 to	hear	you	clearly	
	 to	listen	to	each	other	attentively	
	 to	imagine	our	future	boldly	
	 to	discern	your	direction	wisely	
	 to	persevere	in	your	holy	will	courageously	

	 to	stay	together	in	charity	
	 to	surrender	our	own	plans	readily	 	
	 to	embrace	the	greater	good	
	 to	hand	on	your	gifts	to	future	generations	
May	we	remain	in	the	holy	company	of	the	Blessed	
Virgin	Mary,	the	apostles,	and	all	the	saints.		
May	their	example	and	presence	inspire	us	with		
patient	conϔidence	in	the	work	of	your	grace.	
We	ask	this	of	you	who	live	and	reign	with	the	
Father	in	the	unity	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	
	forever	and	ever.	Amen		
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SCRIPTURE  
REFLECTION 

When I was in second grade, my prized possession 
was a metal Star Wars-themed lunch box. After 
school one day, another student ripped it from my 
hands. I helplessly watched in horror as my class-
mate threw it to the ground and violently stomped it 
into an unrecognizable heap of junk. I came home 
covered in tears of shame and rage. After a few 
months, I never thought about it again … until I was 
almost thirty years old and on a retreat to prepare for 
ordination to the priesthood. 
That childhood memory — and the attendant out-
rage — came back afresh. My spiritual director 
helped me in the process of acknowledging that I 
was angry because that kid owed me my lunch box. 
Then she helped me, through the grace of Jesus, to 
forgive the debt. Almost immediately I felt a new 
peace. I was amazed that I hadn’t forgotten what I 
had lost, even from years before. Aren’t we human 
beings simply amazing at remembering what people 
owe us? 
We see this week in Jesus’ parable a servant who is 
forgiven much but then commands another servant: 
“Pay back what you owe!” He can’t forget or let go 
of how he was wronged. He remembers — and he 
becomes a monster because of it. If only he had re-
membered not only the debts owed to him, but also 
his greater debt owed to — and forgiven by — his 
master. It’s natural for us to remember what others 
owe us. But when we contextualize those offenses in 
Jesus’ mercy toward us and them, we’re free to be 
merciful like the Master and less like a monster who 
never forgets. 

— Father John Muir 
 

Today’s Readings: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4,  
9-10, 11-12 (8)/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35   

Dominic Michael Renardo, son of Angelo & Laura, 
was baptized by Deacon Francis Pendergast on Sunday, 
September 10, 2023. 
We welcome him into the family of the church and offer 
his parents our prayers and good wishes. 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
September 18-24, 2023 

Monday: Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 
 11-12 (8)/Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35 
Monday:  1 Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9/Lk 7:1-10 
Tuesday:  1 Tm 3:1-13/Ps 101:1b-2ab, 2cd-3ab, 5, 6/
 Lk 7:11-17 
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/ 
 Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday:  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Mt 9:9-13 
Friday:  1 Tm 6:2c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 
 19-20/Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday:  1 Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/ 
 Lk 8:4-15 
Sunday:  Is 55:6-9/Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 (18a)/
 Phil 1:20c-24, 27a/Mt 20:1-16a 

Prayers of the Faithful  
for the Sick 

As the faith family of St. Alexander, we 
unite with one another to pray for those 
who need healing of their body, mind or 

spirit. Confident that God hears the voices of those who 
trust in the Lord Jesus, we join in prayer for: 
 Tatiana Ranftl Dale Yukich   
 Maggie Campbell Lisa Krisik  
 Janice Kurland Mickela Brown 
 Brian Barth Antoinette Gill 
 Karen Singer Lenore Neadley  
 Jennifer Aparo John Russell  
 Aggie Sweeney 

If you or anyone in your family would like to be added to 
our Prayers of the Faithful for the Sick please contact the 
Parish Administrative Office by noon on Friday. 

 II   Emiley Wimmer & Joseph Fanelli III 
 II   Kathy Liput & Richard Finger 

Contact the parish office at 708-448-4861 if you 
would like a Mass intention for 2023 and 2024. 
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COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Saturday, September 23rd 
  5:00  PM— Maureen Balich, Ed Sobczak,   
   Terry Horvath 
Sunday, September 24th 
  7:30 AM— Susan Murphy, Karen McNeal,  
   Susan Chillmon 
  9:30 AM— Dorothy McCloskey, Carol Schuemann, 
   Wendy Loftus 
11:30 AM— Val Thoma, Tom Stuchly 
  6:00 PM— Mike Collins, Merrill Jurgens,   
   Sharon Ayres 

READERS 
Saturday, September 23rd 
  5:00  PM— Joan DeVito, Jan John 
Sunday, September 24th 
  7:30 AM— Paula Somers 
  9:30 AM— Rich Cruz, Ryan Alberts 
11:30 AM— Mary Ann Klimek, Mary Lally 
  6:00 PM— Johanna Jurgens, Bob Ayres 

Home Bound or Ill? 
If you, or someone you know, are 
unable to attend Mass and would 
like to receive communion in their 
home, please call either Deacon Jim 
Horton or Deacon Fran Pendergast 
at 708-448-4861. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
& Knights of Columbus 

Food Collection 
Please donate to our ongoing food 
collection for St. Blase. Donations 
should be placed on the bench 
across from the SAVE room. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

GET OUR WEEKLY BULLETIN  
EMAILED TO YOU! 

Subscribe to ParishesOnline.com  
to get a link to our weekly parish bulletin 

delivered straight to your inbox!  
Visit parishesonline.com and search  
for our parish to get started today.  

It’s fast, easy and free! 

Opportunity for  
Spiritual Direction 

Christion Spiritual Direction is 
an ancient spiritual discipline 
that is a way of companioning 

people as they seek to look closely, through the eyes of 
their heart, at the guidance and transforming work of God in 
their lives. Direction is given by one believer to another and 
helps the seeker to respond to the Holy Spirit’s communica-
tion by living out this relationship with God. The focus of 
this type of spiritual direction is on experience, not ideas, 
and specifically on the religious dimension of experience.  

Moreover, experiences are viewed as an expression of the 
ongoing personal relationship God has established with 
each one of us. The director is considered a gentle guide in 
this process. Spiritual direction meetings take place once a 
month in a one on one setting. Prayer, silence, and listening 
are used to assist the seeker in discerning the movement of 
the Holy Spirit in their lives. All conversations take place in 
strict confidentiality.  

If you are interested in getting more details about  
or using Spiritual Direction ministry, please contact  

Deacon Mike Ciciura at 630-243-9342 
or mciciura@archchicago.org 

 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

October 13th, 14th, & 15th 

St. Alexander Parish 

SAVE THE DATES 
FOR BUNDLE  

WEEKEND  
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BACK BY POPULAR  
DEMAND...BINGO! 

The Over 50 Fellowship  
will be hosting Bingo at our 

September meeting.  
All are welcome! 

Monthly Meeting  
Thursday, September 21st 

Parish Lounge — 11:30ඉඕ  
(please enter the lounge on the south side of bldg. ) 

St. Theodore Guerin Council 14057 Knights of Columbus recently presented a check to the St. Alexander 
SPRED (Special Religious Education) Program from the proceeds of last fall's Intellectual Disabilities Fundrais-
er. Each year the Knights and their friends give out Tootsie Roll candy and collect donations to support people 

with intellectual disabilities. Look for the Knights this weekend for this year's fundraiser with collections 
around town on Friday and Saturday, and after Sunday Masses at St. Alexander. 

MERCY HOME SUNDAY MASS 

 9:30AM on WGN-TV Channel 9 

The Knights of Columbus are  
collecting donations after all  

Masses this weekend for their  
annual "Tootsie Roll" drive for the  

Intellectually Disabled.  
All funds go to charities. Spred; a program of the 
Chicago Archdiocese to welcome persons with 
developmental disabilities to foster participation in 
our parish and GiGi's Playhouse in Tinley Park; a 
four star Down Syndrome Achievement Center. 
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E-Giving Made Easy 
If you would like to make a 
one-time electronic donation, 
please scan 
this bar code.   

Scroll down to “One –Time Gifts” 
and enter the amount and type of 
payment. It’s that simple! 

MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If any parish ministry or organization would like 
to have an announcement made at Mass we ask 
that you please have the information to the office 
by noon on Friday. This allows us to compile the 
books we need for weekend liturgies by the end 
of Friday. Also, please limit announcements to 
one or two sentences. 

Are	you	curious	about	the	Catholic	Faith?			
If	any	of	these	reasons	apply,	RCIA	might	be	exactly	

what	you’re	looking	for!		
(RCIA	means	The	Rite	of	Christian	Initiation	for	Adults)		1.   You’re marrying a Catholic. (Sharing	and	practicing	your	faith	together	is	a	great		

						foundation	for	married	life.)		2.  You’re already married to a Catholic and your children are being raised Catholic.                 
(It’s	natural	to	want	to	feel	a	closer	bond	by	sharing	in	the	sacraments	with	family.)		

3.	 Your children are learning about the Catholic faith. (You’d	like	to	learn	more	about	this		
						faith	tradition,	still	unsure	if	you’d	like	to	become	a	Catholic..)	 4.  You’ve lived in a “Catholic world” all your life, so people assume you are already Catholic. 

(You’d	like	to	ϔind	out	if	you	are	closer	than	you	think	in	mind	and	heart.)		5.  You don’t know much about Catholicism, but a friend or neighbor has inspired you to learn more. (With	no	strings	attached,	this	is	a	wonderful	way	to	check	things	out.)	 6.  You have experienced personal loss or family struggles. (You	are	seeking	ways	to	deepen	
your	spiritual	life	by	exploring	the	Catholic	faith	tradition.)	 You don’t know why, but you feel something urging you to the Catholic Church. (It’s	probably	

the	Holy	Spirit.)  
Our	RCIA	sessions	begin	in	September.	If	you	are	interested	in	joining	us,	contact	Fr.	

Marty	at	the	parish	ofϐice	(708)	448-4861	or	Deacon	Mike	at	mciciura@archchicago.org		

WORD OF LIFE  
“Throughout salvation history, God has wel-
comed repentant sinners with special joy. Jesus 
concludes the parable of the lost sheep with these 
words: ‘there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine right-
eous people who have no need of repentance’ (Lk 
15:7).” 

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

LIFE CHAIN—SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1ST 

Mark you calendar for Sunday, October 1st from 
2:00-3:30ඉආ. Life Chains will again form along 
local streets across the United States and Canada. 
Standing publicly, Christians will witness to the 
value of life and pray silently for an end to abor-
tion. Please join St. Alexander as we attend this 
life-saving event on 159th Street between Harlem 
Avenue and 80th Avenue in front of Oberweis. 
To allow time for distribution of signs, plan to 
arrive by 2:00ඉආ. 
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PASTORAL COUNSELING SERVICES 
AT  ST.  ALEXANDER PARISH 

Services for individuals, 
couples & families 

For more information, call  
448-4861 ext. 310 

Sr. Claire M. Czerwiec, SSND, LCPC  
          Pastoral Counselor & Spiritual Director  

 
 

Many of you may take advantage of the conven-
ience of electronic giving to our parish and we are 
grateful for that.  For those of you who have yet to 
join us in giving online, we strongly encourage 
you to do so. Here’s why: 
Faith Direct enables parishioners to make your 
Church contributions through either direct debit 
from your checking/savings account or through 
your credit/debit card. No more writing checks or 
searching for envelopes on the way out the door. 
Now you can apply the convenience of direct debit 
to your parish offerings in much the same way as 
you may now use it to make your mortgage, car or 
tuition payments. 
Faith Direct also offers you personalized offertory 
cards to replace your envelopes for the collection 
basket. To cancel your monthly envelopes, 
please notify the parish office at 708-448-4861. 
This is not done automatically when signing up 
for electronic giving. 
Please visit www.faithdirect.net to enroll secure-
ly online. Or, download the Faith Direct app onto 
your smartphone. Our parish code is IL910. 

STUDENT OR ADULT  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Run with the Nuns 5K! 
www.runwiththenuns.org 

Perfect for school service hours  
or Confirmation hours! 

We have 3 available dates and times to volunteer: 
Thursday, October 12th 5:00-7:30 PM. Stuffing swag 

bags and assisting with Packet Pick Up. 
Saturday, October 14th 8:00-10:00 AM. Assisting 

with Packet Pick Up and last-minute race details. 
RACE DAY- Sunday, October 15th 6:45-10:30 AM 

helping with registration, as course marshals,  
 handing out water bottles or fruit, passing out  

runner swag bags, and helping with clean up on 
Sunday, October 15th. 

For more information or to volunteer,  
contact Carrie Peters 

carriepeters2@sbcglobal.net or visit 
www.runwiththenuns.org  

Run with the Nuns 5K supports the School Sisters  
of St. Francis of Christ the King and their ministries  

on and off the Mount Assisi hill. 
School Sisters of St. Francis of Christ the King 
Mount Assisi Campus- 13860 Main St. Lemont 

 
Second Collection This Weekend 

MASS TIMES WHILE OUT OF TOWN 
Free apps available: Catholic Mass Times Church Di-
rectory and Mass Times for Travel. Or visit mass-
times.org and.findaparish.com. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2023 
 
Saturday, September 16th 
 5:00 PM— Bob “Robert” & Dolores Kramarski 
   Kevin Reynolds Jr. 
   Ed Beaulieu 
   Ken & Eleanore Reilly 
   Dorothy Janik 
   Nancy Tarka 
Sunday, September 17th  
 7:30 AM— Judy McCarthy 
   Linda Koepke  
   Elizabeth “Beth” King 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Aggie Palmer 
   Johanna Hoban 
 9:30 AM— Linda Barcelona 
   Beth Webster 
   Robert Novak 
   Walter & Sophia Feiling 
   Donna M. & Joseph A. Feldner 
   Dr. Loren Feldner 
   Dan Bagniewski 
   Eugene R. Codo 
   Krystyna Johnson 
 11:30 AM— For the Parishioners 
   Marie Hohmer 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Baranilla Wooley 
   Mary Martin 
   Brendan Kivlehan 
   Edward Makina 
   Chester Marczak  
 6:00 PM— Daniel Callaghan Gude 
Monday, September 18th 
 8:30 AM— Liam Hanley 
   Mary Kate Graf 
   Joseph P. Feldner Sr. 
   Colleen J. Nix  
Tuesday, September 19th (St. Januarius) 
 8:30 AM— Joseph Casserly 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Ekberg Family 
Wednesday, September 20th (Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn 
& Paul Chŏng Ha-sang  &Companions, Martyrs) 
 8:30 AM— Armela & Emil Flerick 
   Joseph Di Somma 
   Colleen J. Nix 
Thursday, September 21st (St. Matthew, Apostle) 
 8:30 AM— Margaret Murphy 
   Patricia Bragg 
   Harold Bortman 
   Bruce Bortman 
   Donna M. Feldner 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Brendan Kivlehan 

Friday, September 22nd 
 8:30 AM— Duane Feldner—Birthday Blessing 
   Colleen J. Nix 
Saturday, September 23rd (St. Pius of Pietrelcina) 
 8:00 AM— Art & Lorraine Wittbrodt 
   Henry Kane—2nd Anniversary 
   Colleen J. Nix    
 
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
SEPTEMBER 24, 2023 
 
Saturday, September 23rd 
 5:00 PM— Jack Schuch 
   Andrew Klimkiewicz 
   Tommy Grady 
   John McGinley 
   Joann Watts   
Sunday, September 24th 
 7:30 AM— Arthur J. Data Sr. 
   James J. Laski Sr. 
   Linda Koepke 
   Paul L. McLaughlin 
   Beth King 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Aggie Palmer 
 9:30 AM— Denise Graney 
   Donna M. & Joseph A. Feldner 
   Dr. Loren Feldner 
   Catherine Hecht 
   Irene Haberkorn 
   Tommy Grady 
   Jack Schuch 
 11:30 AM— Dee Stuchly 
   Martin Bergquist 
   Richard Raines 
   Lawrence Norris 
   Kurt Jandacek 
 6:00 PM— For the Parishioners 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
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