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RECONCILIATION 
Celebration of God’s Forgiveness  

through Personal Confession 
Saturday Morning: 8:30 AM (until all are heard) 

Saturday Evening: after the 5:00 PM Mass 
Other Times by Appointment 

Sൺർඋൺආൾඇඍඌ ඈൿ Hൾൺඅංඇ඀ 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Celebration of God’s Restorative Love & Forgiveness 
Sacrament offers strength to the living. If someone becomes 
seriously ill, please call the Parish Administrative Center. 
Ministers of Care are available to bring Holy Communion and/
or visit with the sick and homebound. 
Also every 1st Saturday after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Spreading the Holy Fire 
Celebrating Christ Risen from the Dead through the 7 Sacraments 

MATRIMONY  
Celebration of God’s Blessings on the  

Loving Union between Man and Woman 
Please call the Parish Administration Center at least 4 months  
in advance of your wedding. Pre-Cana for engaged couples  
is required by the Archdiocese. 
Matrimony Contact: 
Fr. Martin Michniewicz 708-448-4861 

Sൺർඋൺආൾඇඍඌ ඈൿ Cඈආආංඍආൾඇඍ 
HOLY ORDERS 

Celebration of Ordained Service to the Church 
The three offices of the Sacrament of Holy Orders are bishop, 
priest and deacon. All three are conferred by the sacramental 
act called “ordination.”  
Priesthood Contact - Fr. Michniewicz     448-4861 ext 227 
Archdiocese of Chicago Vocation Director: 
Rev. Timothy Monahan    312-534-8298 

RCIA   Celebration of the Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults 
This process is for adults who would like to join the Roman Catholic Church and have never been Baptized, or were Baptized  

in another Christian denomination. There is also a process for children (RCIC) and teens (RCIT). 
RCIA/RCIC/RCIT contact - Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Sൺർඋൺආൾඇඍඌ ඈൿ Iඇංඍංൺඍංඈඇ 

BAPTISM 
Celebration of Entrance into Christ’s Church 

You should be a registered parishioner of St. Alexander, or 
willing to register and join our Faith Community. Relatives of 
St. Alexander parishioners are also welcome. 
At least one Godparent must be a practicing Catholic. The 
other must be a Christian. Parents must register for a class  
on Baptism BEFORE your baby is baptized. Archdiocesan 
required classes are held once a month, usually on the first 
Tuesday of the month, and facilitated by trained parishioners. 
Baptism contact Joan DeVito 448-4861 ext. 237 

CONFIRMATION 
Celebration of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

This Sacrament is normally celebrated in 8th Grade and is 
 a 2 year program of preparation. 
Confirmation Contacts: 
Tyler Ried - Religious Education 448-6624  
Sharon O’Toole - School 448-0408 
The Archdiocese also offers classes for adults wishing to  
receive Confirmation. Adult Confirmation Contact -  
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

EUCHARIST 
Celebration of Sharing Fully at Christ’s Altar of Sacrifice & Communion with Jesus and His Church 

Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) 
Sunday Vigil: 5:00 PM (Saturday) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, & 6:00 PM  
Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 AM 
First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Day Vigil: 7:00 PM 
Holy Day: 8:30 AM & 7:00 PM 

Evening of Healing Prayer  
and Eucharistic Adoration 
On the 1st Saturday of the month 

4:30 PM - Recitation of the Rosary 
5:00 PM - Regular Vigil Mass for Sunday 

5:45 PM - Benediction and Eucharistic  
         Adoration for one hour  
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Dear Parishioners,  
     Next weekend we will celebrate Mission Sunday at St. Alexander Parish and are blessed to have 
Fr. Jojappa Pasala from India preaching at all our Masses. Fr. Pasala will be sharing the stories of his 
ministry and will be asking for our financial assistance to ensure that this important mission will be 
able to continue in the future. Many of you have already returned your mission envelopes and I thank 
you for your generosity. There will be a second collection next week for those who have not returned 
their mission envelopes or would like to make a cash donation 
     St. Alexander School is blessed with a great principal, administration, faculty, and staff. We have 
openings in most grade levels so please spread the message of the wonderful education we provide to 
those who are looking for a faith based education. We are also blessed with a great Religious Educa-
tion Program and have openings at all grade levels. Registration is currently taking place for both 
school and religious education. 
     Wednesday, August 23rd begins the 2023-2024 school year here at St. Alexander Parish. St. Alex-
ander School is truly a great institution having achieved Blue Ribbon status. Please keep our principal, 
staff, teachers, volunteers, and students in your prayers and ask God’s blessings for another successful 
year. Not all Catholic parishes have their own school. We should be proud we are able to continue to 
support our own independent grammar school which passes on our great Catholic traditions along 
with a great education. If you or anyone you know is searching for a pre-school or grade school, 
please call St. Alexander School at 708-448-0408 for more information. You cannot beat a Catholic 
grammar school education! 
     Best wishes and good luck to all those parishioners who will be attending high school or university 
this fall. May God guide and bless you throughout the entire year. Wherever you go, please remember 
to attend Church every Sunday. Most colleges and universities have Catholic Newman Centers or a 
local parish nearby. Contact your school’s Student Services Department for information. 
     In several weeks, our parish Religious Education Program for the 2023-2024 school year will 
begin. We are in need of new catechists to teach our R.E. students in the Catholic faith and help sever-
al grades prepare for the Sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Communion, and Confirmation. I ask 
everyone to please consider becoming a catechist in our program. If you feel you are not qualified, 
don’t worry, we will train you. Being a catechist is a great way to share your faith with the youth of 
our parish who are the future of the Roman Catholic Church. Please pray and let the Holy Spirit guide 
you as you make your decision. For information call Tyler Ried in the Religious Education office at 
708-448-6624. 
     As we look at our calendars today we realize that the summer vacation season for families is soon 
coming to an end. Let us make sure that we all enjoy these next several weeks relaxing, spending time 
with family and friends, and enjoying God’s gift of life. We as Americans sometimes feel guilty when 
we’re not working or not being constructive with our time. As we recall in the Gospel several weeks 
ago, our Lord Jesus Christ told his apostles as they returned from ministering to different communities 
to follow Him to an isolated place and rest awhile. Jesus knew the importance of taking time to re-
charge and to enjoy the gifts of nature and the people around us. Being on the go twenty-four hours a 
day can make us irritable and down right tired. We are more productive as a people when we take time 
to rest and enjoy life. Follow the advice of Jesus and give yourself a break and get some rest.  
           God Bless, 
           Father Marty 

FROM OUR PASTOR 
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MERCY HOME SUNDAY MASS 

 9:30AM on WGN-TV Channel 9 

SCRIPTURE  
REFLECTION 

What is Christianity finally about? These days if you 
ask almost anyone who doesn’t know the Bible 
you’ll probably hear an answer like this: “Being a 
good person” or “following the golden rule.” No 
offense to the golden rule, but our faith is simply 
much stranger than that. This week’s feast of the 
Transfiguration of the Lord is a luminous example 
of this. Jesus becomes radiantly and overwhelmingly 
beautiful. The glory of God literally shines forth 
from his body and even his clothes. Here we see that 
Christianity is not mainly a moral system, but a rela-
tionship with God in Christ, one that finally makes 
human beings gloriously beautiful. 
Now we can see our good and bad deeds in a new 
and de-centered way. Our morality isn’t about a 
heaven or hell scorecard. It’s about lives open (or 
closed) to transfiguration, lives capable of revealing 
the glory of God in Christ to the world. Spouses, 
children, friends, co-workers, priests, 
consecrated women and men, and so on — we are 
all called to let the beauty of Jesus make our lives 
beautiful, little by little. His beauty in us is the cen-
ter of our faith. 

— Father John Muir 
 

Today’s Readings: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/Ps 97:1-2,  
5-6, 9/2 Pt 1:16-19/Mt 17:1-9   

Timothy J. Flannery, son of Timothy & Carla, was 
baptized on Sunday, July 30, 2023 by Fr. Martin 
Michniewicz. 
We welcome him into the family of the church and 
offer his parents our prayers and good wishes. 

 

We ask you to remember and pray for the souls of 
the faithful departed. May they forever rest in the 
Lord’s peace. We especially pray for: 

Kathleen Fielding, wife of Michael 
John McGinley, father of Jodi 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
August 7-13, 2023 

Monday: Nm 11:4b-15/Ps 81:12-13, 14-15, 16-17/
 Mt 14:13-21 
Tuesday:  Nm 12:1-13/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 6cd-7, 
 12-13/Mt 14:22-36 or 15:1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday:  Nm 13:1-2, 25—14:1, 26-29a, 34-35/Ps 
 106:6-7ab, 13-14, 21-22, 23/Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday:  2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9/
 Jn 12:24-26 
Friday:  Dt 4:32-40/Ps 77:12-13, 14-15, 16 and 21/
 Mt 16:24-28 
Saturday:  Dt 6:4-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 47 and 51/
 Mt 17:14-20 
Sunday:  1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 
 13-14 (8)/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33 

Prayers of the Faithful  
for the Sick 

As the faith family of St. Alexander, we 
unite with one another to pray for those 
who need healing of their body, mind or 

spirit. Confident that God hears the voices of those who 
trust in the Lord Jesus, we join in prayer for: 
 Tatiana Ranftl Dale Yukich   
 Maggie Campbell Lisa Krisik  
 Eileen Long 

If you or anyone in your family would like to be added to 
our Prayers of the Faithful for the Sick please contact the 
Parish Administrative Office by noon on Friday. 

WORD OF LIFE  
“We thank you, heroic mothers, for your invin-
cible love! We thank you for your intrepid trust 
in God and in his love. We thank you for the 
sacrifice of your life” (EV 86). 
—Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium vitae © 

1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana   



Page Five The Transfiguration of the Lord   August 6, 2023 

Are	you	curious	about	the	Catholic	Faith?			
If	any	of	these	reasons	apply,	RCIA	might	be	exactly	

what	you’re	looking	for!		
(RCIA	means	The	Rite	of	Christian	Initiation	for	Adults)		1.   You’re marrying a Catholic. (Sharing	and	practicing	your	faith	together	is	a	great		

						foundation	for	married	life.)		2.  You’re already married to a Catholic and your children are being raised Catholic.                 
(It’s	natural	to	want	to	feel	a	closer	bond	by	sharing	in	the	sacraments	with	family.)		

3.	 Your children are learning about the Catholic faith. (You’d	like	to	learn	more	about	this		
						faith	tradition,	still	unsure	if	you’d	like	to	become	a	Catholic..)	 4.  You’ve lived in a “Catholic world” all your life, so people assume you are already Catholic. 

(You’d	like	to	ϔind	out	if	you	are	closer	than	you	think	in	mind	and	heart.)		5.  You don’t know much about Catholicism, but a friend or neighbor has inspired you to learn more. (With	no	strings	attached,	this	is	a	wonderful	way	to	check	things	out.)	 6.  You have experienced personal loss or family struggles. (You	are	seeking	ways	to	deepen	
your	spiritual	life	by	exploring	the	Catholic	faith	tradition.)	 You don’t know why, but you feel something urging you to the Catholic Church. (It’s	probably	

the	Holy	Spirit.)  
Our	RCIA	sessions	begin	in	September.	If	you	are	interested	in	joining	us,	contact	Fr.	

Marty	at	the	parish	ofϐice	(708)	448-4861	or	Deacon	Mike	at	mciciura@archchicago.org		

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
ST. THEODORE GUERIN  

COUNCIL #14057 
Meeting: Wednesday, August 9th 

7:00 ඉආ - Parish Lounge 
If you are interested in helping those in need, 
serving your parish, and growing in your faith, 
then the Knights of Columbus is the organiza-
tion for you. For membership information please 
call Deacon Fran Pendergast at 708-448-4861 or 
visit kofc14057.org for membership info. 

Monthly Meeting  
Thursday, August 17th  

Parish Lounge — 11:30ඉඕ  
(please enter on the south side of the lounge) 

 
 
 
 

JOIN US FOR AN  
OLD FASHIONED ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
Create your own sundae and 

catch up with friends on 
their summer adventures.  
Come for the sundae and 
stay for the fellowship! 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 

WE ARE NO LONGER  
ACCEPTING FLAGS  

FOR DISPOSAL 
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COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Saturday, August 12th 
  5:00  PM— Sharon Mundo, Dolores Gorski,  
   Bev Antos 
Sunday, August 13th 
  7:30 AM— Susan Chillmon, Ruth Macey,   
   Betty Chwierut 
  9:30 AM— Dave Heide, Carol Schuemann,  
   Wendy Loftus 
11:30 AM— Joan Obiala, Tom Stuchly, Val Thoma 
  6:00 PM— Sharon Ayres 

READERS 
Saturday, August 12th 
  5:00  PM— Joan DeVito 
Sunday, August 13th 
  7:30 AM— Paula Somers 
  9:30 AM— Rich Cruz 
11:30 AM— Mary Ann Klimek, Mary Lally 
  6:00 PM— Bob Ayres 

GET OUR WEEKLY  
BULLETIN  

EMAILED TO YOU! 
Subscribe 

to ParishesOnline.com  
to get a link to our weekly 

parish bulletin 
delivered straight  

to your inbox!  
Visit parishesonline.com  
and search for our parish 

to get started today.  
It’s fast, easy and free! 

Knights of Columbus at the Palos Car Show 

MASS TIMES WHILE  
OUT OF TOWN 

Free apps available:  
Catholic Mass Times Church 

and Directory and Mass 
Times for Travel 

Or visit masstimes.org and 
findaparish.com 
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Many of you may take advantage of the conven-
ience of electronic giving to our parish and we are 
grateful for that.  For those of you who have yet to 
join us in giving online, we strongly encourage 
you to do so. Here’s why: 
Faith Direct enables parishioners to make your 
Church contributions through either direct debit 
from your checking/savings account or through 
your credit/debit card. No more writing checks or 
searching for envelopes on the way out the door. 
Now you can apply the convenience of direct debit 
to your parish offerings in much the same way as 
you may now use it to make your mortgage, car or 
tuition payments. 
Faith Direct also offers you personalized offertory 
cards to replace your envelopes for the collection 
basket. To cancel your monthly envelopes, 
please notify the parish office at 708-448-4861. 
This is not done automatically when signing up 
for electronic giving. 
Please visit www.faithdirect.net to enroll secure-
ly online. Or, download the Faith Direct app onto 
your smartphone. Our parish code is IL910. 

E-Giving Made Easy 
If you would like to make a 
one-time electronic donation, 
please scan 
this bar code.   

Scroll down to “One –Time Gifts” 
and enter the amount and type of 
payment. It’s that simple! 

Home Bound or Ill? 
If you, or someone you know, are 
unable to attend Mass and would 
like to receive communion in their 
home, please call either Deacon Jim 
Horton or Deacon Fran Pendergast 
at 708-448-4861. 

MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If any parish ministry or organization would like 
to have an announcement made at Mass we ask 
that you please have the information to the office 
by noon on Friday. This allows us to compile the 
books we need for weekend liturgies by the end 
of Friday. Also, please limit announcements to 
one or two sentences. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
& Knights of Columbus 

Food Collection 
Please donate to our ongoing food 
collection for St. Blase. Donations 
should be placed on the bench 
across from the SAVE room. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re in need of Communion Ministers and 
Readers for Saturday evening and Sunday 
Masses. Volunteer as often or as little as you 
can. Training will be provided. If interested, 
please contact Joan in the parish of ce at 
708-448-4861. Thank you! 
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Thanksgiving after Mass 
Prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

O Mary, Virgin and Mother most holy, 
behold, I have received your most dear Son, 
whom you conceived in your immaculate  

womb, brought forth, nursed and  
embraced most tenderly. 

Behold him at whose sight you used to  
rejoice and be filled with all delight: 
him, whom, humbly and lovingly, 

once again I present and offer him to you 
to be clasped in your arms, to be loved  

by your heart, and to be offered up 
to the Most Holy Trinity 

as the supreme worship of adoration,  
for your own honor and glory and  

for my needs and for those of the whole world. 
I ask you therefore, most loving Mother: 

entreat for me the forgiveness of all my sin 
and, in abundant measure, the grace 

of serving him in the future more faithfully, 
and at last, final grace,  

so that with you I may praise him 
for all the ages of ages. 

Amen. 
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PASTORAL COUNSELING SERVICES 
AT  ST.  ALEXANDER PARISH 

Services for individuals, 
couples & families 

For more information, call  
448-4861 ext. 310 

Sr. Claire M. Czerwiec, SSND, LCPC  
          Pastoral Counselor & Spiritual Director 

SUNDAY  10:15-11:30AM 
SAVE orders may also be brought to 
the Parish Administrative Center. 

Orders dropped off by 5:00PM on Wednesday are 
available for pick-up Thursday after Noon at the 
PAC. They may also be picked up during sale 
hours in the SAVE room on Sunday.  

Find Support At Our Caregiver Resource Center  
Untrained, informal family caregivers usually get the 
job unexpectedly. Caregivers of all ages are appointed 
the role by family or friends for a myriad of reasons: 
medical emergencies, sudden onset of a chronic ill-
ness, unanticipated issues related to aging or other sce-
narios. 
The Caregiver Resource Center (CRC) at Pathlights 
can help. It links caregivers to training and education 
opportunities, emotional and financial support and 
resources to improve their lives and the lives of those 
they are caring for — all free of charge and many ser-
vices are for people at all income and asset levels 
The Center offers: 
Respite that gives caregivers a break from their day-to
-day duties for self-care. 
Nutritious meals delivered to the home for older adults 
who are unable to manage meal preparation and those 
with limited or no access to food.  
Information and assistance regarding availability and 
eligibility requirements of government programs and 
support; TCARE assessments to identify areas causing 
distress and recommend personalized interventions 
like respite and support groups to prevent burnout); 
and one-on-one individualized conversations to dis-
cuss challenges related to caregiving. 
Support groups such as our new “Early-Stage Memory 
Loss” support group beginning in June; “Stress-
Busting Program for Family Caregivers” for caregiv-
ers of those experiencing memory loss; “Grandparents 
and Other Relatives Raising Children” and Memory 
Cafes, monthly meet ups for people experiencing 
memory loss and their caregivers to engage with oth-
ers in similar situations and participate in music, art 
therapy and other special programs. 
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THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 
AUGUST 6, 2023 
 
Saturday, August 5th 
 5:00 PM— Eva Ritz 
   Eugene McMahon 
   Dolores & Robert Kramarski 
   Poor Souls in Purgatory 
   Eleanor & Brian Chapan 
Sunday, August 6th 
 7:30 AM— Colleen J. Nix 
   Linda Koepke 
   William Hair 
   Emelina Canlas Salud 
   Vincent & Mary Hoban 
 9:30 AM— For the Parishioners 
   Patrick Maynard—1st Anniversary 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Robert M . Pikula 
   Gerald Barry 
   Dr. Loren Feldner 
   Donna M. & Joseph A. Feldner 
   Michael McConville & Family 
   Alice Gavaghan 
 11:30 AM— George Lombard 
   Marie Hohmer—33rd Anniversary 
   Sister Regina 
   Mark Miller 
   Kevin Kelly 
 6:00 PM— Special Intention 
Monday, August 7th  (St. Sixtus II, Pope, and 
Companions, Martyrs; St. Cajetan) 
 8:30 AM— Regina Rekruciak 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Kevin Reynolds Jr. 
Tuesday, August 8th (St. Dominic)  
 8:30 AM— John Scanlon 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Special Intention 
Wednesday, August 9th (St. Teresa Benedicta of the  
 8:30 AM— Colleen J. Nix              Cross) 
   Linda Koepke 
   Mary Stephens—1st Anniversary 
Thursday, August 10th (St. Lawrence) 
 8:30 AM— Mary Stephens 
   Michael Hanley 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Ruth & Walter Nogaj 
Friday, August 11th (St. Clare) 
 8:30 AM— Mary Stephens 
   Dora Sill 
   Mary Kate Graf 
   Timothy J. Nix 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Ann & Joseph Malacina 

Saturday, August 12th (St. Jane Frances de Chantal) 
 8:00 AM— Mary Stephens 
   William Hanley 
   Bill Somers 
   Art & Lorraine Wittbrodt 
   Colleen J. Nix 
 
NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
AUGUST 13, 2023 
 
Saturday, August 12th 
 5:00 PM— Ron Antos 
   Eleanor & Gustav Heinemann 
   Kurt Jandacek 
   Louise Bugaj 
   Ken & Eleanore Reilly 
Sunday, August 13th 
 7:30 AM— Joe Macey 
   Bill Somers 
   Linda Koepke 
   Catherine Hoban 
   Colleen J. Nix 
 9:30 AM— Mary Stephens 
   Brian Cadore 
   John Beatty 
   Leon Patarini 
   Joseph A. & Donna M. Feldner 
   Dr. Loren Feldner 
   Peter & Frances Feldner 
   Eugene Crowley 
 11:30 AM— For the Parishioners 
   Rosemary McGee 
   Mary Kilbane 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Dan Nicholson 
 6:00 PM— Special Intention 
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