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EUCHARIST 
Celebration of Sharing Fully at Christ’s Altar of Sacrifice & Communion with Jesus and His Church 

Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) 
Sunday Vigil: 5:00 PM (Saturday) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, & 6:00 PM  
Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 AM 
First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Day: 8:30 AM & 7:00 PM 

Evening of Healing Prayer  
and Eucharistic Adoration 
On the 1st Saturday of the month 

4:30 PM - Recitation of the Rosary 
5:00 PM - Regular Vigil Mass for Sunday 

5:45 PM - Eucharistic Adoration 
         for one hour of quiet prayer  

RECONCILIATION 
Celebration of God’s Forgiveness  

through Personal Confession 
Saturday Morning: 8:30 AM (until all are heard) 

Saturday Evening: after the 5:00 PM Mass 
Other Times by Appointment 

S   H  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Celebration of God’s Restorative Love & Forgiveness 
Sacrament offers strength to the living. If someone becomes 
seriously ill, please call the Parish Administrative Center. 
Ministers of Care are available to bring Holy Communion and/
or visit with the sick and homebound. 
Also every 1st Saturday after the 5:00 PM Mass 

S   C  
MATRIMONY  

Celebration of God’s Blessings on the  
Loving Union between Man and Woman 

Please call the Parish Administration Center at least 4 months  
in advance of your wedding. Pre-Cana for engaged couples  
is required by the Archdiocese. 
Matrimony Contact: 
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  or Fr Colm Mitchell  708-448-4861 

HOLY ORDERS 
Celebration of Ordained Service to the Church 

The three offices of the Sacrament of Holy Orders are bishop, 
priest and deacon. All three are conferred by the sacramental 
act called “ordination.”  
Priesthood Contact - Fr. Michniewicz     448-4861 ext. 227 
Fr. Colm Mitchell  448-4861 ext.  223 
Archdiocese of Chicago Vocation Director: 
Rev. Timothy Monahan    312-534-8298 

RCIA   Celebration of the Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults 
This process is for adults who would like to join the Roman Catholic Church and have never been Baptized, or were Baptized  

in another Christian denomination. There is also a process for children (RCIC) and teens (RCIT). 
RCIA/RCIC/RCIT contact - Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

S   I  

BAPTISM 
Celebration of Entrance into Christ’s Church 

You should be a registered parishioner of St. Alexander, or 
willing to register and join our Faith Community. Relatives of 
St. Alexander parishioners are also welcome. 
At least one Godparent must be a practicing Catholic. The 
other must be a Christian. Parents must register for a class  
on Baptism BEFORE your baby is baptized. Archdiocesan 
required classes are held once a month, usually on the first 
Tuesday of the month, and facilitated by trained parishioners. 
Baptism contact Joan DeVito 448-4861 ext. 237 

CONFIRMATION 
Celebration of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

This Sacrament is normally celebrated in 8th Grade and is 
 a 2 year program of preparation. 
Confirmation Contacts: 
Tyler Ried - Religious Education 448-6624  
Sharon O’Toole - School 448-0408 
The Archdiocese also offers classes for adults wishing to  
receive Confirmation. Adult Confirmation Contact -  
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Spreading the Holy Fire 
Celebrating Christ Risen from the Dead through the 7 Sacraments 



Page Three The Ascension of the Lord   May 12, 2024 

   

Dear Parishioners,  
     Christ’s bodily Ascension foreshadows our own entrance into Heaven not simply as souls, after 
our death, but as glorified bodies, after the resurrection of the dead at the Final Judgement. In re-
deeming mankind, Christ not only offered salvation to our souls, but began the restoration of the 
material world itself in the glory that God intended before Adam’s fall. 
     The Feast of the Ascension marks the beginning of the first novena, or nine days of prayer. Be-
fore His Ascension, Christ promised to send the Holy Spirit to His apostles. Their prayer for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, which began on Ascension Thursday, ends with the descent of the Holy 
Spirit on Pentecost Sunday, next Sunday. 
     I wish a blessed and Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers of our parish community. Let’s 
make sure that we take time today to thank the Lord for the gift of our mothers, and thank our 
mothers for the gift of life. We, as a people, can take so much for granted in our everyday lives. 
Life is a precious gift for which we must never cease being thankful to those who gave us that gift 
and share their lives with us. I am so blessed to have my mother and I would not know what I 
would do without her. For all those that have lost their mothers through death, my heart goes out to 
you, but be assured she is with the Most Holy Trinity and our Blessed Mother in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Although God is always with us and is everywhere, I still enjoy the Jewish proverb: God 
could not be everywhere, so He created mothers. 
     It is also on this Mother’s Day that we remember May is the month we honor the Mother of our 
Savior, The Blessed Virgin Mary. Let us all be united as Catholics today and say a prayer thanking 
Mary for her help and for being the mother of us all. Below there are several quotations I have 
come across which remind me of the special place Mary holds in both our Church and hearts.  
           God Bless, 
           Father Marty 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

 Upon these titles, Mary Mother of God, and 
Mary the Mother of Mankind, the whole practice 
of the Catholic’s devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary is built. 

—Archbishop Goodwin 

I fully grant that devotion towards the Blessed 
Virgin has increased among Catholics with the 
progress of centuries; I do not allow that the 
doctrine concerning her has undergone a 
growth for I believe that it has been in substance 
one and the same from the beginning. 

—Cardinal Newman 

If you ever feel distressed during your day, call upon 
our Lady. Just say this simple prayer: ‘Mary, Mother 
of Jesus, please be a mother to me now.’ I must admit 
this prayer has never failed me. 

—Blessed Mother Teresa 

In the case of Mary, everything is related to Christ 
and everything depends on Him. It was because of 
the part she was to play in the life of Christ that the 
Father chose her from all eternity as the mother full 
of grace and adorned her with gifts of the spirit 
granted to no other. 

—Pope Paul VI 
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SCRIPTURE  
REFLECTION 

A few months ago, I had the singular privilege of a 
private meeting with Pope Francis. We were a small 
group of pastors, composed largely of non-
Catholics. The Holy Father wished to discuss our 
work for Christian unity. The phrase I remember 
him saying with greatest frequency was: Tutti den-
tro. It means, “Everyone in.” He clearly wanted us 
to emphasize that the Church is made for the whole 
human race, not a select few. At the center of his 
concern was unity. We are all brothers and sisters, 
he said multiple times. The Church’s primary long-
ing is for everyone to join Her. 
This longing is at the heart of this Ascension feast 
day. We hear the longest recorded prayer of the one 
whom Pope Francis represents. Jesus’ concern is 
unity, praying to the Father, “that they may be one, 
even as we are one” (John 17:11). The deep unity of 
all people in Christ through the power of the Holy 
Spirit is what Jesus most desires. It is what he as-
cends to accomplish. 
Do we have this same burning desire in our hearts, 
too? Or do we see Christian unity as an unrealizable 
dream? Or worse, as something that threatens our 
own narrow tribal interests? This feast is a wonder-
ful time to consider our attitude toward Christian 
unity, and to commit to do whatever we can to foster 
it. It is the Pope’s desire because it is that of Jesus 
— and it should be ours, too. 

— Father John Muir 
 

Today’s Readings: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 
(6)/Eph 1:17-23 or Eph 4:1-13 or 

4:1-7, 11-13/Mk 16:15-20 

Fr. Colm Mitchell baptized Dylan James Kelly, son of 
Brian and Abbie on Sunday, May 5, 2024. 
We welcome him into the family of the church and offer 
his parents our prayers and good wishes. 

 

We ask you to remember and pray for the souls of 
the faithful departed. May they forever rest in the 
Lord’s peace. We especially pray for: 

Lucille Jeffrey, mother of  
Susan Busen & Karen Jeffrey 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
May 13-19, 2024 

Monday: Acts 19:1-8/Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab/
 Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday:  Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 
 7-8/Jn 15:9-17 
Wednesday:  Acts 20:28-38/Ps 68: 29-30, 33-35a, 
 35bc-36ab/Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday:  Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 
 9-10, 11/Jn 17:20-26 
Friday:  Acts 25:13b-21/Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 
 19-20ab/Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday:  Morning: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Ps 11:4, 5 
 and 7/Jn 21:20-25 
Sunday:  Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or 
 Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 
 27-28, 29, 30 (see 30)/Rom 8:22-27/
 Jn 7:37-39 
 Day: Acts 2:1-11/Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 
 34 (see 30)/1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or 
 Gal 5:16-25/Jn 20:19-23 or Jn 15:26-27; 
 16:12-15 

Prayers of the Faithful  
for the Sick 

As the faith family of St. Alexander, we 
unite with one another to pray for those 
who need healing of their body, mind or 

spirit. Confident that God hears the voices of those who 
trust in the Lord Jesus, we join in prayer for: 
 Tatiana Ranftl Dale Yukich   
 Maggie Campbell Lisa Krisik  
 Carole Holding Eileen Long  
 Mary Ellen Schwaller Francis Pendergast Jr. 

If you or anyone in your family would like to be added 
to our Prayers of the Faithful for the Sick please contact 
the Parish Administrative Office by noon on Friday. 
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MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If any parish ministry or organization would like 
to have an announcement made at Mass we ask 
that you please have the information to the office 
by noon on Friday. This allows us to compile the 
books we need for weekend liturgies by the end 
of Friday. Also, please limit announcements to 
one or two sentences. 

WORD OF LIFE  
“Radical solidarity compels us to come along-
side vulnerable mothers in profound friendship, 
compassion, and support for both them and 
their preborn children. It requires us to address 
the fundamental challenges that lead an ex-
pectant mother to believe she is unable to wel-
come the child God has entrusted to her. We 
must do all we can to provide mothers, chil-
dren, and families with the support they need to 
flourish. This cannot be accomplished by laws 
or policy alone, but requires the continual 
transformation of our own hearts, recognizing 
in every person the face of Christ, and placing 
their needs before our own.”  

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

Show single moms 
they are not alone!  

Being a mom today can 
be hard, especially when 

struggling to make ends meet. At Catholic Chari-
ties, we help mothers across Cook and Lake 
counties overcome challenges and find stability 
all year round-so they and their children can 
thrive. We accompany anyone in need, serving 
nearly 375,000 individuals and families annually.   

Please support the Second Collection  
on Mother’s Day, May 12th or anytime at 

www.catholiccharities.net/give/fy24sp/  

 Please	join	us	every		
Wednesday	during	May	to	
pray	the	Rosary	at	the	Mary	
statue	from	6:00-7:00 	  We will meet at the Mary statue located on the west side of the grass area in front of the old convent. Bring a lawn chair or stand, park in the lot and walk over.   

 
 

Come out and enjoy some pizza and an 
informative presentation by Christine 
Suddreth of Pathlights in Palos Heights. 
Pathlights, which was formerly PLOWS, is 
a community resource with services to 
help older adults and adults with disabili-
ties remain in their home. Christine will 
provide us with information on their many 
services, some of which are free. All are 
welcome to attend! 

Monthly Meeting  
Thursday, May 16th  

Parish Lounge — 11:30   
(use lounge doors on the south end of building) 

Members of the St. Alexander Blue Army extend an invitation on Monday, May 13th, the Feast Day of our Lady of Fatima, to participate in the crowning of our Blessed Virgin Mary after the 8:30  Mass followed by the rosary. All are welcome to attend! 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Contact the parish office if you would like to have 
a Mass intention for 2024 or 2025. Please note that 
Mass intentions are not just for the deceased but 
for anyone you would like to include in prayer. 
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ST. ALEXANDER SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

First Grade Spanish students proudly display their very colorful Spanish Flores.  

Second Graders enjoying some bubbles in celebrating of the end of year countdown, "B" day.  
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ST. ALEXANDER SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
Seventh grade students worked  

on a Service Project to benefit Lower 
Wacker Lunches. The students made  
140 sandwiches and filled lunch bags  

with other nutritional items. 



Page Eight The Ascension of the Lord   May 12, 2024 

Do you attend 
Mass regularly,  

but crave  
something 

more?  
Using the  Pilgrimage 
app, you can journey 
through Scripture with 

friends, and your 
group. Your group  

will have access to a 
message board, which 

enables you to ask 
questions, start discus-

sions, share content 
and connect with fellow 

group members, all 
from within the app. 

Learn more: 
www.pilgrimage.americ

anbible.org/ 
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Many of you may take advantage of the conven-
ience of electronic giving to our parish and we are 
grateful for that.  For those of you who have yet to 
join us in giving online, we strongly encourage 
you to do so. Here’s why: 
Faith Direct enables parishioners to make your 
Church contributions through either direct debit 
from your checking/savings account or through 
your credit/debit card. No more writing checks or 
searching for envelopes on the way out the door. 
Now you can apply the convenience of direct debit 
to your parish offerings in much the same way as 
you may now use it to make your mortgage, car or 
tuition payments. 
Faith Direct also offers you personalized offertory 
cards to replace your envelopes for the collection 
basket. To cancel your monthly envelopes, 
please notify the parish office at 708-448-4861. 
This is not done automatically when signing up 
for electronic giving. 
Please visit www.faithdirect.net to enroll secure-
ly online. Or, download the Faith Direct app onto 
your smartphone. Our parish code is IL910. 

E-Giving Made Easy 
If you would like to make a 
one-time electronic donation, 
please scan 
this bar code.   

Scroll down to “One –Time Gifts” 
and enter the amount and type of 
payment. It’s that simple! 

SUNDAY  10:15-11:30AM 
SAVE orders may also be brought to 
the Parish Administrative Center. 

Orders dropped off by 5:00PM on Wednesday are 
available for pick-up Thursday after Noon at the 
PAC. They may also be picked up during sale 
hours in the SAVE room on Sunday.  

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
& Knights of Columbus 
FOOD COLLECTION 

Please donate to our ongoing food 
collection for St. Blase. Donations 
should be placed on the bench 
across from the SAVE room. 
Thank you for your generosity! 
NO EXPIRED FOOD PLEASE! 

Thanksgiving after Mass 
Prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

O Mary, Virgin and Mother most holy, 
behold, I have received your most dear Son, 
whom you conceived in your immaculate  

womb, brought forth, nursed and  
embraced most tenderly. 

Behold him at whose sight you used to  
rejoice and be filled with all delight: 
him, whom, humbly and lovingly, 

once again I present and offer him to you 
to be clasped in your arms, to be loved  

by your heart, and to be offered up 
to the Most Holy Trinity 

as the supreme worship of adoration,  
for your own honor and glory and  

for my needs and for those of the whole world. 
I ask you therefore, most loving Mother: 

entreat for me the forgiveness of all my sin 
and, in abundant measure, the grace 

of serving him in the future more faithfully, 
and at last, final grace,  

so that with you I may praise him 
for all the ages of ages. 

Amen. 
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COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Saturday, May 18th 
  5:00  PM— Terri Filipak, Rosemary Dziuba,  
   Terry Horvath 
Sunday, May 19th 
  7:30 AM— Betty Chwierut, Susan Chillmon,  
   Pat Sobczak 
  9:30 AM— Nancy Dougherty, Dave Heide, Rich Cruz 
11:30 AM— Mike Kearney, Patricia Klaus,   
   Joan Obiala 
  6:00 PM— Merrill Jurgens 

READERS 
Saturday, May 18th 
  5:00  PM— Linda Buchanan 
Sunday, May 19th 
  7:30 AM— Paula Somers 
  9:30 AM— John Kelbowski, Debbie Myron 
11:30 AM— Mary Lally, Linda Horton 
  6:00 PM— Johanna Jurgens 

 

 

Our Members in the Military 
Scott Golich - U.S. Navy Robert Brennan - U.S. Army 
Stephen LaPiana - U.S. Army  Scott Milcarek - U.S. Army 
Matthew Brennan - U.S. Air Force Charles Berglund - U.S. Marines 
Andrew Nissen - U.S. Marines Patrick Pratl - U.S. Navy 
Shannon Lungaro - U.S. Navy Andrew Cleland - U.S. Army 
Alan Filipiak - U.S. Navy John Hoban III - U.S. Army 
A. Amanda Cleland - U.S. Air Force      Mark Filipiak - U.S. Marines 
Joshua Bramlett U.S. Navy Steven Lungaro - U.S. Navy 
Amanda Brennan - U.S. Army Matthew Bramlett - U.S. Navy 
Kyle Hite - U.S. Army David Lindstrom - National Guard 
Gino Albergo - U.S. Army Daniel Weakley - U.S. Navy 
James M. Bilder - U.S. Army Stephen Vossler - U.S. Navy  
Nicholas Wineman - U.S. Marines Vito Barraco - U.S. Army  
Kate Risden - U.S. Navy Ryan Grant - U.S. Army  
Kevin Lewis - U.S. Navy Nicholas Crot - U.S. Marines 
Michael Lindstrom - U.S. Army Jose Sanchez - U.S. Army 
Ryan Graeber - U.S. Marines Ben St. Aubin - U. S. Navy  
Mary Kate Wetzel  -  U.S. Marines Hunter Leschman - U.S. Navy 
Chloe Van Witzenburg - U.S. Army Cody Goldman - National Guard 
Hanna Van Witzenburg - U.S. Army    Cameron Smentek - U.S. Army 
Isaac & Veronika Baines - U.S. Navy Judith Hite - U.S. Army  
Michael D. Faloona - National Guard Jake Soukup - U.S. Army 
Conor Knapp - U.S. Army  

St. Alexander Parish lists the names of 
active military of parishioners and their 
family members in our weekly bulletin. 
We keep them in our thoughts and 
prayers as they protect our country and 
freedom. 
If you have a relative who is an active 
member in the United States Military 
and would like them listed in the bulle-
tin, contact Nancy at the Parish Office, 
448-4861. Please inform us if the service 
person listed is no longer active in the 
military at home or abroad. 

Our Knights of Columbus Council 
#14057 would like to offer military fami-
lies Blue Star Banners. If you would like 
to receive a Blue Star Banner, please call 
the Parish Office at 708-448-4861. 
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MERCY HOME SUNDAY MASS 

 9:30AM on WGN-TV Channel 9 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OUTREACH 
 — ARCHDIOCESE of CHICAGO — 
AWARENESS—SERVICES—PREVENTION 

www.domesticviolenceoutreach.org 
For Information call 708-215-5418 

Home Bound or Ill? 
If you, or someone you know, are 
unable to attend Mass and would 
like to receive communion in their 
home, please call either Deacon Jim 
Horton or Deacon Fran Pendergast 
at 708-448-4861. 
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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
MAY 12, 2024 
 
Saturday, May 11th  
 5:00 PM— Melissa Russell 
   Mike—Birthday Blessing 
   Anthony Mucha 
   Robert Westphal 
   Stan & Emily Branauskas 
Sunday, May 12th 
 7:30 AM— For the Parishioners 
   Joe Macey 
   Claire Narel 
   Josephine Data  
   Mary Laski 
   Lorraine Wittbrodt 
   Mary Lahey 
   Emily Lahey 
   Aggie Palmer 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Helen Bilina  
 9:30 AM— Louise Bugaj 
   Dorothy Janik 
   Joanne Schwabe 
   Jim Wann 
   Helen Wann—Special Intention 
   Mary Stephens 
   Margaret Corbett 
   Antoinette Gill 
   Barbara Patton 
   Donna M. & Joseph A. Feldner, SGM 
   Loren Feldner, DDS 
   Catherine Hecht 
   Francis Hughes 
 11:30 AM— Raymond Peckler 
   Dan Donovan 
   Barbara Delaney 
 6:00 PM— Mother’s Day Mass Novena 
Monday, May 13th (Our Lady of Fatima) 
 8:30 AM— Mother’s Day Mass Novena 
   Dennis Czurylo 
   Jean T. Streit 
   Maureen Quinn—Healing Intention 
   Robert Thoma 
   Colleen J. Nix 
Tuesday, May 14th (St. Mathias, Apostle) 
 8:30 AM— Mother’s Day Mass Novena 
   Jean T. Streit 
   Maureen Quinn—Healing Intention 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Mary Reilly—100th Birthday Special  
           Intention  
Wednesday, May 15th (St. Isidore) 
 8:30 AM— Mother’s Day Mass Novena 
   Antoinette Gill 
   Jean T. Streit 
   Maureen Quinn—Healing Intention 
   Daniel Dunne 
   Colleen J. Nix 

Thursday, May 16th 
 8:30 AM— Mother’s Day Mass Novena 
   Dorothy Janik 
   Nancy Tarka 
   Jean T. Streit 
   Maureen Quinn—Healing Intention 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Bob Thoma 
   Nicholas Diorio 
   Malissia Laceaga—Special Anniv. Intention 
Friday, May 17th 
 8:30 AM— Mother’s Day Mass Novena 
   Joe Punda 
   Steve Weber 
   Pamela Pusateri—4th Anniversary 
   Jean T. Streit 
   Maureen Quinn—Healing Intention 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   James Mikulski 
   Eric & Susan Zempich– Special Wedding 
           Anniversary Intention 
Saturday, May 18th (St. John I, Pope) 
 8:00 AM— Mother’s Day Mass Novena 
   Elwood H. Michel—1st Anniversary 
   Liam Hanley 
   Colleen J. Nix 
 
PENTECOST SUNDAY 
MAY 19, 2024 
 
Saturday, May 18th 
 5:00 PM— Jacob Dylan Hudy 
   Eleanore & Ken Reilly 
Sunday, May 19th 
 7:30 AM— Bernard Ziobro 
   Judy McCarthy 
   Agnes Blaney 
   Catherine Hoban 
   Aggie Palmer 
   Colleen J. Nix 
 9:30 AM— For the Parishioners 
   Richard Ciesler 
   Donna M. & Joseph A. Feldner, SGM 
   Loren Feldner, DDS 
   Meg Feldner 
   Joan Bagniewski 
   John & Caroline Kelbowski—17th Wedding 
                Anniversary 
 11:30 AM— John Svabek 
   Thomas Eastman 
   Eileen Keane 
   Barbara Delaney 
 6:00 PM— Mother’s Day Mass Novena 
   William Blazek—3rd Anniversary 

 

PRAYING TO THE ANGELS 
We pray to the angels, for they are given to 
us as guardians. —St. Ambrose 
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