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In their synagogue was a man
with an unclean spirit; he cried
out, “What have you to do with
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you
come to destroy us? | know who

you are—the Holy One of God!”

Jesus rebuked him and said,

“Quiet! Come out of him!”
- Mk 1:23-25

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. ©LPi

St. Alexander Parish Administration Directory

Parish Administrative Center
7025 W. 126th St. Palos Heights, IL 60463

Phone: 708-448-4861
Fax: 708-448-0039

Pastor: .......ccooiiiiin Rev. Martin Michniewicz ext. 227
Associate Pastor: ................... Rev. Colm Mitchell ext. 223
Deacons: ..... Jim Horton, Michael Ciciura, Fran Pendergast
Director Parish Home & Health Ministry: Jim Horton ext. 232
Operations Manager: .................... Paula Somers ext. 233
Director of MusiC: ...........cccceenees Matthew Berardi ext. 224
Youth Minister: ........................ Tyler Ried—708- 448-6624
Athletic Director ............cocooiiiiiiinnn. Michael Kennedy
Parish E-Mail: ..................l. alchurch1@comcast.net
St. Alexander on the Web: ......... www.stalexanderpalos.org

St. Alexander School
7025 W. 126th S. Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone: 708-448-0408 Fax: 708-448-5947

Principal: ..o Sharon O’Toole
Administrative Assistant: ........................ Mary Ann Pellicore
School Web: ..., www.stalexanderschool.com
School E-Mail: .......................... info@stalexanderschool.com

Religious Education Office

7025 W. 126th St. Palos Heights, IL 60463
Phone: 708-448-6624

Coordinator of Religious Education: ..................... Tyler Ried
Religious Ed. E-Mail: ........................ tried@archchicago.org
Knights of Columbus: ........................ 708-448-4861 ext. 400

Knight of Columbus on the Web: .............. www.kofc14057.org
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Spreading the Holy Fire
Celebrating Christ Risen from the Dead through the 7 Sacraments

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION

BAPTISM CONFIRMATION
Celebration of Entrance into Christ’s Church Celebration of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit
You should be a registered parishioner of St. Alexander, or This Sacrament is normally celebrated in 8th Grade and is
willing to register and join our Faith Community. Relatives of a 2 year program of preparation.
St. Alexander parishioners are also welcome. Confirmation Contacts:
At least one Godpar.en.t must be a practicing Catholic. The Tyler Ried - Religious Education 448-6624
other must be a Christian. Parents must register for a class Sharon O’Toole - School 448-0408

on Baptism BEFORE your baby is baptized. Archdiocesan
required classes are held once a month, usually on the first
Tuesday of the month, and facilitated by trained parishioners.
Baptism contact Joan DeVito 448-4861 ext. 237

The Archdiocese also offers classes for adults wishing to
receive Confirmation. Adult Confirmation Contact -

Fr. Martin Michniewicz 448-4861

RCIA Celebration of the Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults
This process is for adults who would like to join the Roman Catholic Church and have never been Baptized, or were Baptized
in another Christian denomination. There is also a process for children (RCIC) and teens (RCIT).
RCIA/RCIC/RCIT contact - Fr. Martin Michniewicz 448-4861

EUCHARIST
Celebration of Sharing Fully at Christ’s Altar of Sacrifice & Communion with Jesus and His Church

Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) Evening of Healing Prayer

Sunday Vigil: 5:00 PM (Saturday) and Eucharistic Adoration

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, & 6:00 PM On the 1st Saturday of the month
Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM 4:30 PM - Recitation of the Rosary

Saturday Morning: 8:00 AM 5:00 PM - Regular Vigil Mass for Sunday

First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 5:45 PM - Bucharistic Adoration

Holy Day: 8:30 AM & 7:00 PM for one hour of quiet prayer

SACRAMENTS OF HEALING

ANOINTING OF THE SICK RECONCILIATION
Celebration of God’s Restorative Love & Forgiveness Celebration of God’s Forgiveness
Sacrament offers strength to the living. If someone becomes through Personal Confession
seriously ill, please call the Parish Administrative Center. Saturday Morning: 8:30 AM (until all are heard)

Ministers of Care are available to bring Holy Communion and/ . )
or visit with the sick and homebound. Saturday Evening: after the 5:00 PM Mass

Also every 1st Saturday after the 5:00 PM Mass Other Times by Appointment

SACRAMENTS OF COMMITMENT

MATRIMONY HOLY ORDERS
Celebration of God’s Blessings on the Celebration of Ordained Service to the Church
Loving Union between Man and Woman The three offices of the Sacrament of Holy Orders are bishop,
Please call the Parish Administration Center at least 4 months priest and deacon. All three are conferred by the sacramental
in advance of your wedding. Pre-Cana for engaged couples act called “ordination.”
is required by the Archdiocese. Priesthood Contact - Fr. Michniewicz  448-4861 ext. 227
Matrimony Contact: Fr. Colm Mitchell 448-4861 ext. 223

Fr. Martin Michniewicz or Fr Colm Mitchell 708-448-4861  Archdiocese of Chicago Vocation Director:
Rev. Timothy Monahan 312-534-8298
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Dear Parishioners,

Just a reminder that I ask you to please purchase and return your tickets for this year’s annual raffle
at the parish office, in the offering baskets, or through the mail. Proceeds from this raffle will be of
great assistance to our dparish, school, R.E. program and other parish ministries. Tickets will be drawn
on Saturday, March 2" at or St. Patrick’s/Irish Party and the winners will be posted in the bulletin and
on our website.

On Monday, January 29" we begin our celebration of Catholic Schools Week. We, at St. Alexander
Parish are blessed in many ways and one of our greatest gifts is St. Alexander School. Many of your
children began their education at our parish school. The children in our school receive a high quality
education, learn and socialize in great facilities and are blessed with the help and support of many
people. I thank the priests, deacons, principals, teachers, aides, volunteers, the administration, parish
staff and all those who have dedicated themselves to help St. Alexander School provide a fine Catho-
lic education. I thank all those who have supported us financially and spiritually. Thank you St. Alex-
ander parishioners, for over 60 years of your faith and support that have kept St. Alexander School
alive and thriving.

I thank all those parents who make the financial investment enabling their children to experience a
strong Catholic upbringing by having them attend our school. St. Alexander School is a strong beacon
of light in the Southwest suburbs because of your dedication, generosity, service and prayers. May
God continue to bless and share His graces upon our children, parents, staff, parish and school.

Congratulations to our second grade school and religious education children who celebrated the
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time Wednesday evening, January 17"™. The evening was
faith filled and the healing power of our Lord was felt throughout the church. Please keep our precious
second graders in your prayers as they prepare for their First Holy Communion in May.

Please mark your calendars for March 11™ 12", and 13" which are this year’s dates for the annual
Parish Mission. This year will we will return to the traditional format of a three evening mission. This
year we are blessed to have Fr. Thomas McCarthy, O.S.A. Fr. Tom is a very gifted preacher and is
well known for his powerful and inspiring missions. More information will be forthcoming in future
bulletins.

Remember if you would like a statement of your donations to St. Alexander for tax purposes please
call our parish office and ask for Mrs. Paula Somers. We will be more than pleased to send you your
statement in the mail.

Finally, once again please be careful during this season of snow, sleet, and whatever other weather
comes down upon us. Whether you are on parish grounds, out shopping, or on your own driveway be
aware of icy patches that are not visible. That newspaper at the end of the driveway can always be
read the next day, it’s not worth the risk of falling and hurting oneself.

God Bless,
Father Marty

' ' Do you attend Mass regularly, but crave something more? Using the new Pilgrimage
m Pllgrlmage app, you can journey through Scripture with friends, and your group. Your group will
have access to a message board, which enables you to ask questions, start discussions,
) L share content and connect with fellow group members, all from within the app. Learn
The app for your Catholic joumey - more: www.pilgrimage.americanbible.org/
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N READINGS FOR THE WEEK
January 29-February 4, 2024

Monday: Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 (8)/
1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28

Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5,
6-7/Mk 5:1-20

Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30—19:3/

Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mk 5:21-43
Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/Ps 32:1-2, 5,6, 7/
Mk 6:1-6
Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chr 29:10, 11ab,
11d-12a, 12bcd/Mk 6:7-13
Friday: Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32
1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14/
Mk 6:30-34
Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (see 3a)/
1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-3
Rv 7:9, 14b-17; Jn 10:27-30

Saturday:

Sunday:

Wedding
Banns

II Monica Ciezczak & Johathan Weiland

MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS

If any parish ministry or organization would like
to have an announcement made at Mass we ask
that you please have the information to the office
by noon on Friday. This allows us to compile the
books we need for weekend liturgies by the end
of Friday. Also, please limit announcements to

one or two sentences.
Prayers of the Faithful
for the Sick

As the faith family of St. Alexander, we

Prayers unite with one another to pray for those

ror “heane - who need healing of their body, mind or

spirit. Confident that God hears the voices of those who
trust in the Lord Jesus, we join in prayer for:

Tatiana Rantftl Dale Yukich
Maggie Campbell Lisa Krisik
Carole Holding Barbara Collins
Dennis Rytlewski Rosie Ryan
Martha Richards Eileen Long

Doris Nowak
If you or anyone in your family would like to be added
to our Prayers of the Faithful for the Sick please contact
the Parish Administrative Office by noon on Friday.

SCRIPTURIE

REFLECTION E\

I love movies about exorcisms. Apparently, so do
many others. The 2023 movie “Nefarious” features a
possibly possessed inmate on death row. Critics
were not impressed, but audiences scored it at 97%
on the website Rotten Tomatoes. Most people have
an appreciation for the demonic realm, even if cul-
tural elites are generally embarrassed about it. As is
standard in exorcism movies, the afflicted person (in
this case, a man named Edward Brady) thinks and
acts like multiple persons. He is someone besides
himself. We know what that is like. We feel fake
sometimes, not ourselves.

The same dynamic is on dramatic display this week
in the Gospel. Jesus the Exorcist approaches a pos-
sessed man who utters, “What have you to do with
us, Jesus of Nazareth?” Notice the plural, us. The
basic effect of the demonic is division. The man’s
identity is fractured, divided,

and thus many. Jesus powerfully expels the spirit by
saying, “Quiet! Come out of him!” Jesus’ word has
the power to restore the man’s singularity — him —
and indeed it does.

All this helps us to dismiss childish images of de-
mons sporting red goat tails. Equally, it overcomes
the cultured aloofness that dreams demons are mere
metaphors for evil. We see instead that fallen angels
are conscious and intelligent beings who orient their
agency toward division. They bring about schism
where there should be unity, e.g., in persons, fami-
lies, communities, politics, and so on. Thankfully,
Jesus commands demons to flee from all these plac-
es to restore wholeness and peace. What if we made
room for his word where we need it?

— Father John Muir

Today’s Readings: Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7,
7-9 (8)/1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28
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GET OUR WEEKLY BULLETIN
EMAILED TO YOU!
Subscribe to ParishesOnline.com
to get a link to our weekly parish bulletin
delivered straight to your inbox!
Visit parishesonline.com and search
for our parish to get started today.
It’s fast, easy and free!

COMMUNION MINISTERS
Saturday, February 3rd
5:00 PM— Maureen Balich, Sharon Mundo,
Steve Lukasik
Sunday, February 4th
7:30 AM— Susan Murphy, Betty Chwierut,
Ruth Macey
9:30 AM— Joan Obiala, Carol Schuemann,
Wendy Loftus
11:30 AM— Jim & Pat Fisher, Pat Klaus
6:00 PM— Sharon Ayres, Michael Collins,

Merrill Jurgens

v
LS

READERS

Saturday, February 3rd
5:00 PM— Bill Rogers

Sunday, February 4th
7:30 AM— Paula Somers
9:30 AM— Linda Buchanan

11:30 AM— Mary Lally, Mary Ann Klimek
6:00 PM— Bob Ayres, Johanna Jurgens

WORD OF LIFE

Many people are unaware that someone they know
personally is silently suffering from participation
in abortion. If a friend confided in you tomorrow
that she had an abortion, would you be able to re-
spond in a way that brings her closer to healing?
Learn how in “How to Talk to a Friend Who's
Had an Abortion”: please visit http://bit.ly/friend-
had-abortion

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities

SAVE THE DATE!

PARISH LENTEN |
MISSION b
March 11th-13th 7:00 PM oo

Home Bound or IlI?
If you, or someone you know, are l
unable to attend Mass and would
like to receive communion in their \(EuRss y
home, please call either Deacon Jim  ~CU=>
Horton or Deacon Fran Pendergast Sucroment
at 708-448-4861. of Communion

First Saturday Devotions under the Mantle of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Saturday, February 3

. spend some time in silent prayer.

All are invited to St. Alexander Church to participate in Prayers of Intercessions
and Reparations for individuals and the Catholic Church. Join us if you want to

4:30PM Recitation of the Rosary
5:00PM Regular Vigil Mass for Sunday
5:45PM Adoration with the Blessed Sacrament for one hour

- Feel free to come to any of these parts

- Deacon Mike and the Prayer Team will be available for individual prayer after Mass
- The Sacrament of Confession and Anointing of the Sick will be available after Mass
- Prayers for Deliverance may be requested to Deacon Mike after Adoration

Deacon Mike is a representative of the Archdiocese of Chicago
Office of Healing and Deliverance

Taking bread and giving thanks. Jesus broke it and gave it to his apostles saying, “This is my body
to be given for you.. Do this in remembrance of me” —Luke 22:19
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Last weekend, at the All School Mass, Eric Stroner
was presented with the Parent Volunteer Award.
Thank you Eric, for all you do for St. Alexander!

B &

This weekend we take up the Collection for the
Church in Latin America! Many people in Latin
America and the Caribbean do not have access to
church programs and ministries because of a rising
secular culture, rugged rural terrain, and a shortage
of ministers. Your generosity enables our brothers
and sisters in Latin America and the Caribbean to
share in the life of the Church and grow closer to
Christ. Please be generous in the special collection!
To learn more, visit www.usccb.org/latin-america.

ST- ALEXANDER ANNUAL PARISH & SCHOOL .0

GRAND RAFFLE

$20 RAFFLE TICKET $50 RAFFLE TICKET
GRAND PRIZE $5,000 GRAND PRIZE  $15,000
1ST PRIZE $2,500 1ST PRIZE $ 7,500
2ND PRIZE $ 500 2ND PRIZE $ 1,500

TICKETS WILL BE DRAWN ON MARCH 2P
WINNERS WILL BE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE
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ST. ALEXANDER CATHOLIC SCHOOL

7025 West 126th Street, Palos Heights, lllinois 60463
P 708-448-0408 « F 708-448-5947
StAlexanderSchool.com

@StAlexanderSchoal

January 10,2024

Dear St. Alexander Parishioners and Donors,

Recently, the legislators of Illinois abandoned thousands of Catholic School students and
families by failing to support the Tax Credit Scholarship Program.

As a loyal supporter of our parish and school, you understand the devastating impact of
this change.

We hope to meet this challenge of assisting our students at St. Alexander School who
were receiving Tax Credit Scholarships through a new scholarship platform. The Catholic
Schools Scholarship Program, a fund that will provide need-based financial assistance to
families who are committed to a Catholic school education, has been established to
provide donors a way to make a monetary gift and still receive a 100% tax deduction (as
allowable by law).

Gifts can be made online at: www .archchicago.org/scholarships

It is important to note that your gift should be directed to St. Alexander School. All
monies directed to St. Alexander School is guaranteed by the Archdiocese of Chicago
to support only St. Alexander students.

We hope everyone who knows and loves our school will consider joining us in the new
effort around scholarships. Please help make a Catholic school education a reality for a
deserving student.

You have faith in St. Alexander School and we have faith in your support. Together we
will ensure that our Catholic school is available and accessible for years to come.

With gratitude, ) - =
Ayt AN Ly %ﬂﬂm%&—
Rev. Martin E. Michniewicz, Pastor Mrs. Sharon O'Toole, Principal

Nationa! Blue Ribbon Schools Awardee, 2005.
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Catholic Schools

United in Faith and Community

The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

The best Catholic content.
All in one place.

It's EASY and FREE to register!
1. Visit formed.org/signup

2. Enter our parish zip or name
3. Enter your name and email
4.

Enjoy and share with others cﬂthl}ﬁt EChG'D'E WEEk {Csw}

: : january 28 - Februory 3, 202
in our local community! Jonuary <& - February i

FORMED' 6/5\'
@)

SUNDAY, JAN. 28TH « AFTER ALL MASSES
7:30 AM - 12:30 PM

N

SUPPORTING THE ST. ALEXANDER CLASS OF 2024
ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TOWARD 8TH GRADE GRADUATION ACTIVITIES
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul
& Knights of Columbus

Food Collection
Please donate to our ongoing food
collection for St. Blase. Donations
should be placed on the bench
across from the SAVE room.
Thank you for your generosity!

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OUTREACH
— ARCHDIOCESE of CHICAGO —
AWARENESS—SERVICES—PREVENTION
www.domesticviolenceoutreach.org

For Information call 708-215-5418

E-Giving Made Easy

If you would like to make a
one-time electronic donation,
please scan [=] .
this bar code. ;

Scroll down to “One —-Time Gifts”
and enter the amount and type of
payment. It's that simple!

HELP WANTED
ROSARY HILL HOME — ACTIVITY AIDE
Rosary Hill Home, located at 9000 W. 81°%, Justice, IL,
is currently seeking an Activity Aide to work full
and part time - flexible hours. If interested, please

FATTH DIRECT®

inspiring secure giving ®

Many of you may take advantage of the conven-
ience of electronic giving to our parish and we are
grateful for that. For those of you who have yet to
join us in giving online, we strongly encourage
you to do so. Here’s why:

Faith Direct enables parishioners to make your
Church contributions through either direct debit
from your checking/savings account or through
your credit/debit card. No more writing checks or
searching for envelopes on the way out the door.
Now you can apply the convenience of direct debit
to your parish offerings in much the same way as
you may now use it to make your mortgage, car or
tuition payments.

Faith Direct also offers you personalized offertory
cards to replace your envelopes for the collection
basket. To cancel your monthly envelopes,
please notify the parish office at 708-448-4861.
This is not done automatically when signing up
for electronic giving.

Please visit www.faithdirect.net to enroll secure-
ly online. Or, download the Faith Direct app onto
your smartphone. Our parish code is 1L910.

contact Sister Natalie at 708-458-3040.
SUNDAY 10:15-11:30AM
SAVE orders may also be brought to
the Parish Administrative Center.
Orders dropped off by 5:00PM on Wednesday are
available for pick-up Thursday after Noon at the
PAC. They may also be picked up during sale
hours in the SAVE room on Sunday.

Thanksgiving after Mass
Prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary

O Mary, Virgin and Mother most holy,
behold, I have received your most dear Son,
whom you conceived in your immaculate
womb, brought forth, nursed and
embraced most tenderly.

Behold him at whose sight you used to
rejoice and be filled with all delight:
him, whom, humbly and lovingly,
once again I present and offer him to you
to be clasped in your arms, to be loved
by your heart, and to be offered up
to the Most Holy Trinity
as the supreme worship of adoration,
for your own honor and glory and
for my needs and for those of the whole world.
I ask you therefore, most loving Mother:
entreat for me the forgiveness of all my sin
and, in abundant measure, the grace
of serving him in the future more faithfully,
and at last, final grace,
so that with you I may praise him
for all the ages of ages.

Amen.
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Mass [nfenfions
For The Week

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
JANUARY 28, 2024

Saturday, January 27th
5:00 PM— Raymond Schwaller
Joseph Sloyan
Catherine Wells
Kenneth Reilly—1st Anniversary
Chester J. Shure
Sunday, January 28th
7:30 AM— James Grzeczka
Linda Koepke
Aggie Palmer
Bernard J. Thome Jr.
Colleen J. Nix
Margaret Corbett
9:30 AM— For the Parishioners
Joanne Schwabe
Jack Meade
Tony Casale
11:30 AM— Kay Wiebel
John Svabek
Leonarda Navato Camacho
Denis Downs
Alina Smolek—5th Anniversary
6:00 PM— Raymond & Marion Hunt
Ernest Michaels
Monday, January 29th
8:30 AM— Colleen J. Nix
Dr. Richard Giriffin
Florence C. Jastrzebowski
Tuesday, January 30th
8:30 AM— Colleen J. Nix
William Gibbons
Martha Richards—Healing Intention
Wednesday, January 31st (St. John Bosco)
8:30 AM— Alyssa |. Loya—1st Anniversary
Jimmy Mackey
Louise Hazelton
Birthday Wishes
Colleen J. Nix
Thursday, February 1st
8:30 AM— Henry Kane
John Janik
Madison Czurylo
Colleen J. Nix
Fr. Thomas Mescall—2nd Anniversary
Friday, February 2nd (The Presentation of the Lord)
8:30 AM— Colleen J. Nix
Josephine Passarelli
Saturday, February 3rd (Sts. Blaise & Ausgar)
8:00 AM— Naida Hough—9th Anniversary
Dorothy Janik
Colleen J. Nix
Don Tadda
Holy Souls in Purgatory

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FEBRUARY 4, 2024

Saturday, February 3rd
5:00 PM— Dolores & Robert Kramarski

Poor Souls in Purgatory
Raymond & Marion Hunt
Nancy Tarka
Ken Reilly
Sunday, February 4th

7:30 AM— James Hayes
Linda Koepke
Vincent & Mary Hoban
Aggie Palmer
Colleen J. Nix
John Curran

9:30 AM— John Janik
Dorothy Janik
Joanne Schwabe
Bud Stefan
Breda Mitchell

11:30 AM— For the Parishioners

Raymond Jarema
James K. Shaba
George Lombard
Marion McGreal

6:00 PM— Noel Brusman

olo
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO | @

2024 Annual Catholic Appeal

Together at the table

NortonArtS
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