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EUCHARIST 
Celebration of Sharing Fully at Christ’s Altar of Sacrifice & Communion with Jesus and His Church 

Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) 
Sunday Vigil: 5:00 PM (Saturday) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, & 6:00 PM  
Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 AM 
First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Day: 8:30 AM & 7:00 PM 

Evening of Healing Prayer  
and Eucharistic Adoration 
On the 1st Saturday of the month 

4:30 PM - Recitation of the Rosary 
5:00 PM - Regular Vigil Mass for Sunday 

5:45 PM - Eucharistic Adoration 
         for one hour of quiet prayer  

RECONCILIATION 
Celebration of God’s Forgiveness  

through Personal Confession 
Saturday Morning: 8:30 AM (until all are heard) 

Saturday Evening: after the 5:00 PM Mass 
Other Times by Appointment 

S   H  
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Celebration of God’s Restorative Love & Forgiveness 
Sacrament offers strength to the living. If someone becomes 
seriously ill, please call the Parish Administrative Center. 
Ministers of Care are available to bring Holy Communion and/
or visit with the sick and homebound. 
Also every 1st Saturday after the 5:00 PM Mass 

S   C  
MATRIMONY  

Celebration of God’s Blessings on the  
Loving Union between Man and Woman 

Please call the Parish Administration Center at least 4 months  
in advance of your wedding. Pre-Cana for engaged couples  
is required by the Archdiocese. 
Matrimony Contact: 
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  or Fr Colm Mitchell  708-448-4861 

HOLY ORDERS 
Celebration of Ordained Service to the Church 

The three offices of the Sacrament of Holy Orders are bishop, 
priest and deacon. All three are conferred by the sacramental 
act called “ordination.”  
Priesthood Contact - Fr. Michniewicz     448-4861 ext. 227 
Fr. Colm Mitchell  448-4861 ext.  223 
Archdiocese of Chicago Vocation Director: 
Rev. Timothy Monahan    312-534-8298 

RCIA   Celebration of the Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults 
This process is for adults who would like to join the Roman Catholic Church and have never been Baptized, or were Baptized  

in another Christian denomination. There is also a process for children (RCIC) and teens (RCIT). 
RCIA/RCIC/RCIT contact - Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

S   I  

BAPTISM 
Celebration of Entrance into Christ’s Church 

You should be a registered parishioner of St. Alexander, or 
willing to register and join our Faith Community. Relatives of 
St. Alexander parishioners are also welcome. 
At least one Godparent must be a practicing Catholic. The 
other must be a Christian. Parents must register for a class  
on Baptism BEFORE your baby is baptized. Archdiocesan 
required classes are held once a month, usually on the first 
Tuesday of the month, and facilitated by trained parishioners. 
Baptism contact Joan DeVito 448-4861 ext. 237 

CONFIRMATION 
Celebration of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

This Sacrament is normally celebrated in 8th Grade and is 
 a 2 year program of preparation. 
Confirmation Contacts: 
Tyler Ried - Religious Education 448-6624  
Sharon O’Toole - School 448-0408 
The Archdiocese also offers classes for adults wishing to  
receive Confirmation. Adult Confirmation Contact -  
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Spreading the Holy Fire 
Celebrating Christ Risen from the Dead through the 7 Sacraments 
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Dear Parishioners,  
     As the new year begins we realize that federal and state income tax will soon be collected by our 
beloved government. Due to tax changes over the past several years most parishioners have not needed 
to receive a statement from us via the mail. If you would like your statement of contributions from St. 
Alexander Parish please call Paula Somers and she will be pleased to send you your statement. This not 
only makes it more convenient for the staff but also saves us the cost of postage and mailing. Thank 
you for your cooperation and understanding.  
     By now all parishioners should have received raffle tickets for this year’s annual Parish Raffle 
which supports our school and religious education program. Please do your best to support the educa-
tion and passing on of our Catholic faith to our young people by buying or selling your tickets. Raffle 
tickets and monies can be returned in the collection basket, mail, or dropped off at the Parish Office. If 
by chance you need more raffle tickets, they may also be picked up at the Parish Office, or we can mail 
them to you. The raffle drawing will take place on Saturday, March 2nd at our St. Patrick/Irish Party 
and Dance. More details about our March 2nd celebration will be forthcoming in future bulletins. 
     We, at St. Alexander Parish have been blessed for many years by having a parish school that teaches 
our children all the subjects that are needed in today’s society in the spirit of Jesus and our Roman 
Catholic faith. We are proud at St. Alexander to be a Blue Ribbon School which is only bestowed upon 
educational institutions that go far beyond the minimum requirements of federal and state guidelines.  
     If you know of anybody who is searching for a great faith-filled education for their children from 
preschool to eighth grade please have them contact Mrs. O’Toole, our principal, at 708-448-0408. Per-
sonally when I look and observe the achievements of our alumni from St. Alexander School, I am truly 
impressed by what they have accomplished in their further studies and in life. Please spread the word 
around of the opportunities here at our school.  
     Remember that Monday, January 22nd, is the Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Chil-
dren. Please take time to say a prayer for those mothers who are expecting children and that life will be 
held sacred from conception to a natural death. 
     Please remember tickets are still available for the St. Alexander’s Athletic Board AFC & NFC 
Championship Game party. Please turn to page twelve of the bulletin for more information. Super 
Square tickets can also be purchased at the parish office. Join us for the day and let’s pray the NFL ex-
pands the number of playoff teams to thirty next year so the Bears will have a chance to possibly play 
in the AFC & NFC Championship Game. 
     Finally, please turn to page five of the bulletin to inform yourself on how you can help our fellow 
parishioners who are in need of assistance to afford the great Catholic education we provide at St. Al-
exander for our children. Many of us are still upset that the state of Illinois cancelled the Tax Credit 
Scholarship Program. The letter speaks for itself and if you could help in any way your support is truly 
appreciated.            
          God Bless, 
          Father Marty 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

Do you attend Mass regularly, but crave something more? Using the new Pilgrimage app, you can journey 
through Scripture with friends, and your group. Your group will have access to a message board, which enables you 
to ask questions, start discussions, share content and connect with fellow group members, all from within the app. 
Learn more: www.pilgrimage.americanbible.org/ 
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SCRIPTURE  
REFLECTION 

We start telling lies around the age of three, the ex-
perts tell us. It’s understandable. Lying is a god-like 
power. Whatever I want, I need only say it, and the 
world rearranges itself accordingly. It’s amazing at 
first. But soon reality snaps back and I’m faced with 
a dilemma. If I remain committed to my lie I start to 
fracture into pieces. My words and reality drift 
apart, and I find myself lost in a lonely world of fur-
ther falsehoods and fear of being found out. 
How marvelous, then, that Jesus begins his ministry 
by proclaiming: “Repent!” We tend to think it 
means “stop doing bad things” but it doesn’t. It liter-
ally means “go beyond the mind you have.” Think 
in a new way. It’s painful to admit, but some portion 
of my mind is addicted to lie-telling, usually to pro-
tect my ego or make life easier. To repent means to 
admit this tendency, to say, “I’m done lying,” and to 
move beyond my split mind into a complete com-
mitment to the truth. Perhaps that’s why at Mass we 
together proclaim, “I have sinned in my thoughts, 
and in my words…” Repentance and truth-telling 
work together. 
Those who know the twelve-step process of addic-
tion recovery know this process well. The fourth 
step requires radical truth-telling: listing our moral 
defects. This isn’t being scrupulous. Rather it is 
freedom from falsehood, and entrance into the real 
world. This week, I invite you to join me in this 
practice. Get your phone or piece of paper. Answer 
the question: what are your true moral defects? 
Write them down. Remember, the Lord knows them 
already and loves you. We have a sacrament where 
this truth-telling is celebrated: Confession. Perhaps 
it is finally time to go beyond our childish lies. 

— Father John Muir 
Today’s Readings: Jon 3:1-5, 10/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 

(4a)/1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-2  

The following children were baptized by Fr. Martin 
Michniewicz on Sunday, January 14, 2024. 
Penelope Rose Kester, daughter of Matthew & Emily 

Luke William Schultz, son of Jacob & Meghan 
Charlotte Grace Stanislavski,  

daughter of Brian & Amy 
On Saturday, January 13, 2024 Violet Maureen Rocha, 
daughter of Dennis & Caitlin, was baptized by Fr. Tom 
Hurley. 
We welcome them into the family of the church and 
offer their parents our prayers and good wishes. 

 

I   Monica Ciezczak & Johathan Weiland 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
January 22-28, 2024 

Monday: 2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 25-26/ 
 Mk 3:22-30  
Tuesday:  2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/
 Mk 3:31-35 
Wednesday:  2 Sm 7:4-17/Ps 89:4-5, 27-28, 29-30/
 Mk 4:1-20 
Thursday:  Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2/
 Mk 16:15-18 
Friday:  2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 
 7-8a, 10/Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday:  2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 
 16-17/Mk 4:35-41 
Sunday:  Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 (8)/
 1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28 

Prayers of the Faithful  
for the Sick 

As the faith family of St. Alexander, we 
unite with one another to pray for those 
who need healing of their body, mind or 

spirit. Confident that God hears the voices of those who 
trust in the Lord Jesus, we join in prayer for: 
 Tatiana Ranftl Dale Yukich   
 Maggie Campbell Lisa Krisik  
 Carole Holding Barbara Collins 
 Dennis Rytlewski Rosie Ryan  
 Martha Richards 

If you or anyone in your family would like to be added 
to our Prayers of the Faithful for the Sick please contact 
the Parish Administrative Office by noon on Friday. 

We ask you to remember and pray for the souls of 
the faithful departed. May they forever rest in the 
Lord’s peace. We especially pray for: 

Kenlyn Rini, wife of Lou 
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COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Saturday, January 27th 
  5:00  PM— Joan DeVito, Sharon Mundo,  
   Terri Filipiak  
Sunday, January 28th 
  7:30 AM— Bob Straz, Nancy Foster, Susan Chillmon 
  9:30 AM— Dorothy McCloskey, Nancy Dougherty, 
   Wendy Loftus 
11:30 AM— Jeff & Ofelia Foreman, Mike Kearney 
  6:00 PM— Sharon Ayres 

READERS 
Saturday, January 27th 
  5:00  PM— Charlie Smith, Linda Buchanan 
Sunday, January 28th 
  7:30 AM— Mark Foster, Paula Somers 
  9:30 AM— Rich Cruz 
11:30 AM— Ryan Alberts 
  6:00 PM— James Clark, Bob Ayres 

MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If any parish ministry or organization would like 
to have an announcement made at Mass we ask 
that you please have the information to the office 
by noon on Friday. This allows us to compile the 
books we need for weekend liturgies by the end 
of Friday. Also, please limit announcements to 
one or two sentences. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
& Knights of Columbus 

Food Collection 
Please donate to our ongoing food 
collection for St. Blase. Donations 
should be placed on the bench 
across from the SAVE room. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

$20 RAFFLE TICKET 
GRAND PRIZE $5,000 
1ST PRIZE $2,500 
2ND PRIZE $  500 

$50 RAFFLE TICKET 
GRAND PRIZE $15,000 
1ST PRIZE $ 7,500 
2ND PRIZE $ 1,500 

ST. ALEXANDER ANNUAL PARISH & SCHOOL 

TICKETS WILL BE DRAWN ON MARCH 2ND 
WINNERS WILL BE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE 

This Monday, January 22nd, the 
Church in the United States ob-
serves the annual “Day of Prayer 
for the Legal Protection of Unborn 
Children.” This day is set aside to 
pray for the legal protection of hu-

man life and to do penance for the violations to human 
dignity through abortion. We are called to observe this 
day through prayer and penance. Information is  availa-
ble at respectlife.org. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Contact the parish office if you would like to have a 
Mass intention for 2024. Please note that Mass inten-
tions are not just for the deceased but for anyone you 
would like to include in prayer. 
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Our Members in the Military 
Scott Golich - U.S. Navy Robert Brennan - U.S. Army 
Stephen LaPiana - U.S. Army  Scott Milcarek - U.S. Army 
Matthew Brennan - U.S. Air Force Charles Berglund - U.S. Marines 
Andrew Nissen - U.S. Marines Patrick Pratl - U.S. Navy 
Shannon Lungaro - U.S. Navy Andrew Cleland - U.S. Army 
Alan Filipiak - U.S. Navy John Hoban III - U.S. Army 
A. Amanda Cleland - U.S. Air Force      Mark Filipiak - U.S. Marines 
Joshua Bramlett U.S. Navy Steven Lungaro - U.S. Navy 
Amanda Brennan - U.S. Army Matthew Bramlett - U.S. Navy 
Kyle Hite - U.S. Army David Lindstrom - National Guard 
Gino Albergo - U.S. Army Daniel Weakley - U.S. Navy 
James M. Bilder - U.S. Army Stephen Vossler - U.S. Navy  
Nicholas Wineman - U.S. Marines Vito Barraco - U.S. Army  
Kate Risden - U.S. Navy Ryan Grant - U.S. Army  
Kevin Lewis - U.S. Navy Nicholas Crot - U.S. Marines 
Michael Lindstrom - U.S. Army Jose Sanchez - U.S. Army 
Ryan Graeber - U.S. Marines Ben St. Aubin - U. S. Navy  
Mary Kate Wetzel  -  U.S. Marines Hunter Leschman - U.S. Navy 
Chloe Van Witzenburg - U.S. Army Cody Goldman - National Guard 
Hanna Van Witzenburg - U.S. Army    Cameron Smentek - U.S. Army 
Isaac & Veronika Baines - U.S. Navy Judith Hite - U.S. Army  
Michael D. Faloona - National Guard Jake Soukup - U.S. Army 
Conor Knapp - U.S. Army  

St. Alexander Parish lists the names of 
active military of parishioners and their 
family members in our weekly bulletin. 
We keep them in our thoughts and 
prayers as they protect our country and 
freedom. 
If you have a relative who is an active 
member in the United States Military 
and would like them listed in the bulle-
tin, contact Nancy at the Parish Office, 
448-4861. Please inform us if the service 
person listed is no longer active in the 
military at home or abroad. 

Our Knights of Columbus Council 
#14057 would like to offer military fami-
lies Blue Star Banners. If you would like 
to receive a Blue Star Banner, please call 
the Parish Office at 708-448-4861. 
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SUNDAY  HOURS   
10:15-11:30AM 

SAVE orders may also be 
brought to the Parish Ad-

ministrative Center. Orders dropped off by 
5:00PM on Wednesday are available for pick-
up Thursday after Noon at the PAC. They 
may also be picked up during sale hours in 
the SAVE room on Sunday.  

Special Collection — January 27th - 28th 
Your contribution makes a positive impact by sup-
porting seminary studies for future priests, pastoral 
ministries that provide reconciliation, spiritual direc-
tion, and job search assistance to prisoners com-
pleting jail sentences, and other vital ministries that 
bring the light of Christ into the lives of thousands in 
Central and South America and the Caribbean is-
lands. The Church in the United States has strength-
ened its relationship with the Church in Latin Ameri-
ca through this collection for nearly 60 years. 

You can join in by giving at Mass or through your 
parish’s online giving/e-offertory platform 

#iGiveCatholicTogether also accepts  
funds for the collection.  
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WORD OF LIFE  
“There is such a wide spectrum of issues involv-
ing the protection of human life and the promo-
tion of human dignity. Good people frequently 
disagree on which problems to address, which 
policies to adopt and how best to apply them. But 
for citizens and elected officials alike, the basic 
principle is simple: We must begin with a com-
mitment never to intentionally kill, or collude in 
the killing, of any innocent human life, no matter 
how broken, unformed, disabled or desperate that 
life may seem. In other words, the choice of cer-
tain ways of acting is always and radically incom-
patible with the love of God and the dignity of the 
human person created in His image.”  

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
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MERCY HOME SUNDAY MASS 

 9:30AM on WGN-TV Channel 9 

E-Giving Made Easy 
If you would like to make a 
one-time electronic donation, 
please scan 
this bar code.   

Scroll down to “One –Time Gifts” 
and enter the amount and type of 
payment. It’s that simple! 

GET OUR WEEKLY BULLETIN  
EMAILED TO YOU! 

Subscribe to ParishesOnline.com  
to get a link to our weekly parish bulletin 

delivered straight to your inbox!  
Visit parishesonline.com and search  
for our parish to get started today.  

It’s fast, easy and free! 

Spiritual Direction/ 
Companion Ministry 

Who is God for you? 
Are you ready to see God’s activity in all things? 

Would you like to explore a deeper experience of God  
through Spiritual Companionship? 

I’m Deacon Mike Ciciura and I am a permanent deacon 
here at St. Alexander’s parish and a certified Spiritual 
Director/Companion. Simply defined, this ministry is one 
of compassionate, respectful, confidential engagement-
listening through conversation about the light of faith. 
Spiritual Direction/Companioning helps us to see more 
clearly what God is asking of us and how God is acting in 
our lives. It’s about acknowledging life’s great 
“unfixables”-the things we are unable to change. It’s 
about moving through the mysteries of time, experience, 
love, mortality, and life. 
Spiritual direction/companionship is an ancient ministry.  
Throughout Hebrew and Christian tradition people 
sought spiritual counsel.  Hermits, Monks, mystics and 
saints offered spiritual counsel as did those of other 
faith experiences. 

What is your response to God? 
Could you trust me with your sacred story, 

your struggle, your questions? 

I’m available in person at St. Alexander’s parish,  
by phone or email. Deacon Mike Ciciura 630-243-9342 

mciciura@archchicago.org 

Assisted	Listening	Systems		
for	Church	Sound Our church is equipped with a hearing “loop” system which will allow those with a tele-coil (T-coil) in their hearing aid to hear more clearly. Some hearing aids will automatically switch to our “loop” system. Other hearing aids must be manually switched to the T-coil mode. If you do not think your hearing aid is func-tioning properly with our “loop” system it may be because: A) Your hearing aid does not have a built-in T-coil OR B) You have to 

manually	switch your hearing aid to the T-coil mode. 
T-Coil	Switches:	 If your hearing aid has a switch labeled M-T-O the switch should be set to the T position. If your hearing aid has switch labeled M-MT the switch should be set to the MT position. Please consult your Audiologist with any questions, and to be sure that your hearing aid is equipped with a T-coil and is working properly. If you do not have a hearing aid with tele-coil (T-coil), we have purchased four individual hearing devices, speci ically programmed for our system, that can be used during our lit-urgies on Sunday. They will be placed in a box on the bench outside the school of ice. We do ask that you please clean the hearing device after Mass, with the alcohol wipes that are on the bench, before returning them to the box. Thank you and we hope this will help to enhance your liturgical experience. 
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Home Bound or Ill? 
If you, or someone you know, are 
unable to attend Mass and would 
like to receive communion in their 
home, please call either Deacon Jim 
Horton or Deacon Fran Pendergast 
at 708-448-4861. 

 

HELP WANTED 
LAWN FUNERAL HOME VISITATION ATTENDANT 
A Family-owned, community minded, and values-based 
funeral home located in Orland Park is seeking a com-
passionate and eager visitation attendant who is willing 
to contribute to our team. 
Job responsibilities include, but not limited to: Greeting 
and directing visitors, Answering phone calls, replenish-
ing chapel, coffee room and bathroom essentials, 
Cleaning to prepare for the following day services, se-
curing the building when visitation is complete.  
Important qualifications include: Compassionate, hard-
working and professional personality, Willing to work 
weekday and weekend evening hours, Flexibility of 
hours, Professionally dressed. 
If interested,  please contact Donald at 708-429-3000. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEDS Plus is providing help... and hope...for the 
homeless right here in the Burbank-Oak Lawn area! 
We have opened a full-time shelter at the former Aloha 
Motel located at 8515 S. Cicero Avenue in Chicago. 
This facility will provide homeless individuals an op-
portunity to meet with our case managers regularly to 
find solutions to their homelessness. 
And you can help! Right now, we really need volun-
teers to help us with meals at the shelter. We will be 
serving 21 meals each week and that takes work.  You 
can volunteer to prepare meals, serve meals, or greet 
and help our guests. Give as little as 3-4 hours a 
month. Share the meal prep (church groups, friends, 
family) or bring a friend or two to serve meals. If you 
are looking for a way to help the homeless population, 
this is it. Call Bill Burke at 708-831-2237 or email 
at burke@beds-plus.org. We have shifts to match 
whatever is convenient for you.  Please consider this 
opportunity to help those who need it most. 

HELP WANTED  
ROSARY HILL HOME — ACTIVITY AIDE 

Rosary Hill Home, located at 9000 W. 81st, Justice, IL, 
is currently seeking an Activity Aide to work full  

and part time - flexible hours. If interested, please  
contact Sister Natalie at 708-458-3040. 
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THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
JANUARY 21, 2024 
 
Saturday, January 20th 
 5:00 PM— Pamela R. Bright 
   Stephen “Steve” Lynch 
   Sam Sarcinelli 
Sunday, January 21st 
 7:30 AM— For the Parishioners 
   Judy McCarthy 
   Linda Koepke 
   Johanna Hoban 
   Aggie Palmer 
   Matt & Arlene Sobczak 
   Colleen J. Nix 
 9:30 AM— Margaret E. Peggy Boyle 
   Andrzej Radecki 
   Nell Hanley 
   Joanne Schwabe 
   Dennis P. Troesch 
   Joan & Dan Bagniewski 
 11:30 AM— Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Rosanne Jones 
 6:00 PM— Joseph Charles Grill 
   Richard Jurgens 
Monday, January 22nd  
 8:30 AM— Margaret O’Flaherty 
   Joseph Malacina 
   David Hickey 
   Colin Myron 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Glen Oskvarek 
Tuesday, January 23rd (Sts. Vincent & Marianne Cope) 
 8:30 AM— Frank E. Narel 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Fran Dybisz 
Wednesday, January 24th (St. Francis de Sales) 
 8:30 AM— Elizabeth Higgins 
   Colleen J. Nix 

Thursday, January 25th (The Conversion of St. Paul) 
 8:30 AM— Bishop Kevin Birmingham 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Fr. George McKenna—5th Anniversary 
   Fran Dybisz 
Friday, January 26th (Sts. Timothy & Titus) 
 8:30 AM— Bill Somers—6th Anniversary 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Fr. Thomas McKiernan—19th Anniversary 
Saturday, January 27th (St. Angela Merici) 
 8:00 AM— Colleen J. Nix 
   Robert Corbett 
   Art & Lorraine Wittbrodt 
 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
JANUARY 28, 2024 
 
Saturday, January 27th 
 5:00 PM— Raymond Schwaller 
   Joseph Sloyan 
   Catherine Wells 
   Kenneth Reilly—1st Anniversary 
   Chester J. Shure 
Sunday, January 28th 
 7:30 AM— James Grzeczka 
   Linda Koepke 
   Aggie Palmer 
   Bernard J. Thome Jr. 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Margaret Corbett 
 9:30 AM— For the Parishioners 
   Joanne Schwabe 
   Jack Meade 
   Tony Casale 
 11:30 AM— Kay Wiebel 
   John Svabek 
   Leonarda Navato Camacho 
   Denis Downs 
 6:00 PM— Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Ernest Michaels 

 

A	Prayer	for	“Renew	My	Church” 
Lord	Jesus,	you	speak	to	us	today,	as	you	spoke		
to	holy	men	and	women	who	have	gone	before		
us.	In	every	age	and	in	our	own	time,	you	call	to		
us	and	say:	Renew	My	Church.	
Pour	out	the	gift	of	your	Holy	Spirit	upon	us,		
and	so	enable	us		
	 to	hear	you	clearly	
	 to	listen	to	each	other	attentively	
	 to	imagine	our	future	boldly	
	 to	discern	your	direction	wisely	
	 to	persevere	in	your	holy	will	courageously	

	 to	stay	together	in	charity	
	 to	surrender	our	own	plans	readily	 	
	 to	embrace	the	greater	good	
	 to	hand	on	your	gifts	to	future	generations	
May	we	remain	in	the	holy	company	of	the	Blessed	
Virgin	Mary,	the	apostles,	and	all	the	saints.		
May	their	example	and	presence	inspire	us	with		
patient	con idence	in	the	work	of	your	grace.	
We	ask	this	of	you	who	live	and	reign	with	the	
Father	in	the	unity	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	
	forever	and	ever.	Amen		
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