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EUCHARIST 

Celebration of Sharing Fully at Christôs Altar of Sacrifice & Communion with Jesus and His Church 

Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) 

Sunday Vigil: 5:00 PM (Saturday) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, & 6:00 PM  

Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 AM 

First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Day: 8:30 AM & 7:00 PM 

 
Holy Hour with 

Exposition and Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament 

On the 1st Wednesday of the month 

6:00-7:00PM in the Church 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Celebration of Godôs Forgiveness  

through Personal Confession 

Saturday Morning: 8:30 AM (until all are heard) 

Saturday Evening: after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Other Times by Appointment 

S   H 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Celebration of Godôs Restorative Love & Forgiveness 
Sacrament offers strength to the living. If someone becomes 
seriously ill, please call the Parish Administrative Center. 
Ministers of Care are available to bring Holy Communion and/
or visit with the sick and homebound. 
Also every 1st Saturday after the 5:00 PM Mass 

S   C 
MATRIMONY  

Celebration of Godôs Blessings on the  
Loving Union between Man and Woman 

Please call the Parish Administration Center at least 4 months  
in advance of your wedding. Pre-Cana for engaged couples  
is required by the Archdiocese. 
Matrimony Contact: 
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  or Fr Colm Mitchell  708-448-4861 

HOLY ORDERS 
Celebration of Ordained Service to the Church 

The three offices of the Sacrament of Holy Orders are bishop, 
priest and deacon. All three are conferred by the sacramental 
act called ñordination.ò  
Priesthood Contact - Fr. Michniewicz     448-4861 ext. 227 
Fr. Colm Mitchell  448-4861 ext.  223 
Archdiocese of Chicago Vocation Director: 
Rev. Timothy Monahan    312-534-8298 

OCIA   Celebration of the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
This process is for adults who would like to join the Roman Catholic Church and have never been Baptized, or were Baptized  

in another Christian denomination. There is also a process for children (OCIC) and teens (OCIT). 

OCIA/OCIC/OCIT contact - Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

S   I 

BAPTISM 

Celebration of Entrance into Christôs Church 
You should be a registered parishioner of St. Alexander, or 
willing to register and join our Faith Community. Relatives of 
St. Alexander parishioners are also welcome. 

At least one Godparent must be a practicing Catholic. The 
other must be a Christian. Parents must register for a class  

on Baptism BEFORE your baby is baptized. Archdiocesan 
required classes are held once a month, usually on the first 
Tuesday of the month, and facilitated by trained parishioners. 

Baptism contact Joan DeVito 448-4861 ext. 237 

CONFIRMATION 

Celebration of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
This Sacrament is normally celebrated in 8th Grade and is 
 a 2 year program of preparation. 

Confirmation Contacts: 

Tyler Ried - Religious Education 448-6624  

Sharon OôToole - School 448-0408 

The Archdiocese also offers classes for adults wishing to  
receive Confirmation. Adult Confirmation Contact -  

Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Spreading the Holy Fire 
Celebrating Christ Risen from the Dead through the 7 Sacraments 
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Dear Parishioners,  

     We are only eighteen days away from celebrating the birth of our Lord at Christmas. Iôm sure eve-
rybody is busy shopping, baking, decorating, and other duties that accompany this holiday season. But 
let us not forget what Advent is all about: preparing ourselves for our Lordôs coming. We can do this 
best through attending Mass, prayer, acts of charity and through reconciliation for past wrongs and 
hurts with God and our fellow man. Let us all make sure we find time in our busy schedules to pray 
and open our hearts for the Christ child. 

     Throughout Advent and the Christmas season many of us will be visiting and celebrating the sea-
son with relatives, hopefully in a safe manner. Unfortunately there are many people in our community 
who are homebound due to illness or abandonment. Please remember to keep all our sick and home-
bound in your prayers throughout the Christmas season. This is also the time of year where the flu, 
colds, pneumonia, and other ailments are ever present. Be careful and keep yourself healthy and safe.  

     Please remember, Monday, December 8th is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. We, at St. 
Alexander will celebrate this Holy Day with a Mass on Monday morning December 8th at 8:30 and 
Monday evening at 7:00. Out school children will celebrate the Holy Day with an all school Mass 
at 10:00. 

     Our Advent Communal Penance Service will be held on Tuesday, December 9th at 7:00 in the 
church. Please consider attending this special service to reconcile your relationship with God and one 
another as we prepare ourselves for the anniversary of our Lordôs birth on Christmas Day.  

     On page five of our bulletin is the schedule of our Christmas Masses and liturgies for our Christ-
mas season. Due to popular demand we have two 3:00 Masses on Christmas, one in the church and 
one in the parish center. This year January 1st is a Holy Day of Obligation. Masses will be celebrated 
Tuesday evening, December 31st at 5:00 and Wednesday, January 1st at 10:00. 

     This year we once again have Oplatki, the Christmas Wafer, which will be available in the back of 
church this weekend and for purchase at the parish office. The donation is $3.00. 

     Remember we are still accepting donations for this yearôs Sharing Tree which will support those 
families in need. If you are supporting this worthy cause, we ask that you please turn in your donation 
today in the collection basket or at the parish office on Monday. 

    Next weekend, December 13th and 14th, there is a special envelope in your packet on behalf of the 
Retirement Fund For Religious. Many religious orders are in dire need of funds for the numerous re-
tirees who have served the Church throughout the years. Over the past 27 years, the Retirement Fund 
For Religious appeal has provided much needed help for those dedicated religious who ministered in 
the spirit of the gospel with no priority given to retirement funding. I ask that everyone be generous to 
this special collection. Please read Cardinal Cupichôs letter on page five regarding the collection. 

     Finally, please keep all our college students in your prayers as they study and take their finals 
which will end the semester. Also letôs pray that they pass all their classes and have not wasted the 
generosity of their parents who are probably footing the bill for school.     
           God Bless, 

           Father Marty 

FROM OUR PASTOR 
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The following children were baptized by Father Colm 
Mitchell on Sunday, November 23, 2025. 

Jack Damon Page, son of Matthew & Kara 
Georgia Hart Wood, daughter of Joseph & Mary 

The following children were baptized by Deacon Mike 
Ciciura on Sunday, November 30, 2025. 

Carter James Creighton, son of Shawn & Ashley 
Olivia Katarzyna Finger,  
daughter of Richard & Kathy 

We welcome them into the family of the church and offer 
their parents our prayers and good wishes. 

 

We ask you to remember and pray for the souls of 
the faithful departed. May they forever rest in the 
Lordôs peace. We especially pray for: 

John Cronin, brother of Denny 
Mary Egan, wife of John 

Rosa Greenwald, mother of Jennifer Allison 
Raymond Young, uncle of Brian 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

December 8-14, 2025 

Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/
 Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday:  Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 
 13/Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday:  Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/
 Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday:  Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 
 12-13ab/Mt 11:11-15 
Friday:  Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/
 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19/Lk 1:26-38  
 or Lk 1:39-47 
Saturday:  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 
 18-19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sunday:  Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 
 (see Is 35:4)/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 

SCRIPTURE 
REFLECTION 

This week we hear that John the Baptist is out in the 
wilderness eating ñlocusts and wild honeyò (Mark 
1:6). Itôs not just a strange historical detail. Itôs a 
symbolic expression of a healthy spiritual diet. The 
path to Christ includes both the hard and the beauti-
ful, the gritty and the sweet. We have to learn to 
gulp the locusts and savor the honey. 

I remember working with a young couple preparing 
for marriage. They were sincere, but raw ð barely 
beginning to discover faith. Part of me wanted to 
rush them ahead, to fill in all the gaps, to bombard 
them with scripture and church documents. I swal-
lowed that instinct. It was like eating locusts. 

But I also recall them light up as they spoke about 
each other, about their first child, then their second. 
And they wanted to be close to God. Something in-
nocent and beautiful was unfolding. That was the 
honey. I knew God was asking me to savor it. 

This Advent, maybe weôre each being invited to ac-
cept both locusts and honey. Maybe itôs time to stop 
avoiding the difficult parts of faith ð prayer that 
feels dry, the call to repentance, the patience with 
the troublesome. Itôs time to eat some locusts. 

But we also need to notice the small gifts God gives 
us: a peaceful moment, a good conversation, the joy 
of serving someone else, new life, good intentions of 
our friends. Thatôs the honey. Savor it! 

John didnôt avoid either. He took it all in. And so 
can we. What are your locusts? Your honey? If we 
let God feed us with both, weôll be ready ð really 
ready ð for the coming of Christ. 

ð Father John Muir 

Todayôs Readings: Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 
17 (see 7)/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-1  

Prayers of the Faithful  
for the Sick 

As the faith family of St. Alexander, we 
unite with one another to pray for those 
who need healing of their body, mind or 

spiritΦ Confident that God hears the voices of those who 
trust in the Lord Jesus, we join in prayer for: 

 Lisa KrisiK Elizabeth Hannan Hurley
 Molly Flynn Brody Lynch 
 Denise Jandura Rich Jandura 

If you or anyone in your family would like to be added 
to our Prayers of the Faithful for the Sick please contact 
the Parish Administrative Office by noon on Friday. 
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

& Knights of Columbus 

FOOD COLLECTION 
Please donate to our ongoing food 
collection for St. Blase. Donations 
should be placed on the bench 
across from the SAVE room. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

NO EXPIRED FOOD PLEASE! 

WELCOME TO ST. ALEXANDER! 
We extend a warm welcome to all our 
guests and visitors who have graced us 
with their presence at todayȴs liturgy. We 
hope that you feel at home here; please 
let us know if we can be of any assis-
tance while you are with us.  
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ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 

Tuesday, December 9th  7:00PM 
Join us for a prayerful evening as we 
celebrate Godõs love for us through 
His forgiveness and His real presence 
in the Eucharist. 

St. Alexander 
Sharing Tree 

Donations  
Due Today! 

 

ST. ALEXANDER  

YOUTH MINISTRY  

Thank you for supporting our 

annual Christmas wreath sale! 

Advent is twofold, for it is a time of 
preparation for the Solemnities of 
Christmas, in which the First Coming 
of the Son of God to humanity is re-
membered, and likewise a time when, 
by remembrance of this, minds and 

hearts are led to look forward to Christ's Second 
Coming at the end of time. For these two reasons, 
Advent is a period of devout and expectant delight.  

 Available in the church  
vestibule after all weekend  
Masses or in the Parish  
Office during regular  
business hours. 

DONATION: $3/PACKET 
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PAINT & SIP EVENT 
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ST. ALEXANDER SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

8th Grade working on Robotics Fair projects for the fair on Sunday, February 1, 2026  
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COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Saturday, December 13th 

  5:00  PMð Sharon Mundo, Mary Ceebin 

Sunday, December 14th 

  7:30 AMð Ed Sobczak, Nancy Foster,  
   Karen McNeal 
  9:30 AMð  Melissa Duckett, Pat Karrasch,   
   Joan Obiala, Mary Beth Flynn (LG) 
11:30 AMð Paul Sullivan, Jeff & Ofelia Foreman 
  6:00 PMð Sharon Ayres, Merrill Jurgens,   
   Michael Collins 

READERS 
Saturday, December 13th 

  5:00  PMð Charlie Smith, Bill Rogers 

Sunday, December 14th 

  7:30 AMð Mark Foster, Paula Somers 
  9:30 AMð Rich Cruz, Frank Lonergan 
11:30 AMð Joan DeVito 
  6:00 PMð Bob Ayres, Johanna Jurgens 
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The Knights of Columbus 
will offer Keep Christ in 
Christmas magnets and 
yard signs after Masses  
this weekend and  
December 13th & 14th 

Proceeds will support our 
annual Coats for Kids program which provides 
new, warm winter coats for needy children in 
our sharing parish. 

The Keep Christ in Christmas program is de-
signed as a way to encourage our neighbors to 
shift from preoccupation with materialism to the 
light of Christ, the spirit of giving, and the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

Donation: $5/magnet and $10/yard sign 

AN ADVENT PRAYER 
May the God of peace make us completely holy. 

May God keep us blameless  
in spirit, soul and body 

for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Forever faithful is the One who calls us-- 

God our Father! 
Expectant, let us live in joyful hope for the  

revelation of the glory 
of our God and Savior, Christ Jesus! 

To him be glory forever! Come, Lord Jesus!  
Your grace be with us all. 

--From Come, Lord Jesus by Lucien Deiss 

 

CǳȒǱȝǲIțY ǥȍȓNER 
9ŭŤŤƝťŉƘƸҳ?ŉťťħƋӧƏҳĀƋħҳņħŞġҳ 

ŭťҳƘņħҳƘņŉƋġҳÑƝħƏġĀƸҳŭľҳƘņħҳŤŭťƘņҳ 
ĀƘҳиһввҳɓȲҳŉťҳŭƝƋҳÂĀƋŉƏņҳ9ħťƘħƋҳ 
 ħƷƘҳ?ŉťťħƋһҳ?ħěħŤęħƋҳгиƘņ 

ìħҳĀƏŚҳƘņĀƘҳŉľҳƸŭƝҳƈŞĀťҳŭťҳĀƘƘħťġŉťĿҳ 
ƈŞħĀƏħҳěĀŞŞҳƘņħҳƈĀƋŉƏņҳŭǍěħҳ 
ĀƘҳйвк-жжк-жкигҳĀťġҳŞħƘҳƝƏҳ 
ŚťŭƲҳľŭƋҳƘņħҳľŭŭġҳěŭƝťƘ 
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CHRISTMAS IS ALMOST HEREé.STOCK UP NOW!!! 
Itôs time to start stocking up on SAVE! We have many retailers and restaurants, both local and 
national, to help make your holiday shopping easier. Gift cards make great gifts! 

DID YOU KNOWé. SAVE is a program where you  can buy gift cards or certificates for many retailers 
and restaurants, both local and national. Pick up a list of participating vendors or check out all our SAVE 
vendors on the website www.raiseright.com. This site has many additional vendors to choose from; besides 
those carried in-house. The order procedure for these cards is the same as a regular SAVE order. 

Orders may be dropped off at the Parish Administrative Center Monday thru Wednesday, during normal business 
hours 9:00-5:00 or through the school. Pick up completed orders at the Parish Administrative Center after 
Noon on Thursday or during sale hours in the Parish Activity Room on Sunday from 10:15 - 11:30.  

The credit you receive for your SAVE purchases can be applied towards tuition payments or fees at any educa-
tional facility; grade school through college ð public or private. It can even be applied to pay off college loans!! 
You may also choose to have the credit returned directly to you. The school is also a beneficiary of the SAVE 
program! 

THE LAST DAY TO PURCHASE SAVE FOR THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY  
WILL BE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21

ST
 FROM 10:15ð11:30! 

LAST DAY FOR SPECIAL ORDERS IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
TH

 

 

Please note January 1st is a Holy Day of Obligation 

Christmas Vigil 
December 24th 
3:00  ð Church 

          3:00  ð Parish Center 

5:00  ð Church 

                       10:00  ð Church 

Christmas Day 
December 25th 
7:30   ð Church   

9:30  ð  Church 

                   11:30  ð  Church  

Solemnity of Mary,  
Mother of God 
December 31st   5:00  

January 1st   10:00  

Holy Family of  
Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
December 27th    5:00  

December 28th  7:30 , 9:30 , 11:30 , 6:00  

MASS INTENTIONS 
Contact the parish office if you would like to have 
a Mass intention for 2025 or 2026. Please note that 
Mass intentions are not just for the deceased but 
for anyone you would like to include in prayer. 

DONôT TAKE A VACATION FROM CHURH 

ñCatholic Mass Times Church Directoryò or ñMass 
Times for Travelò are free apps which give you 
Mass times all over the country. Or visit the sites 
www.masstimes.org and www.findaparish.com. 
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SUNDAY   10:15-11:30AM  
SAVE orders may also be brought to 
the Parish Administrative Center. 

Orders dropped off by 5:00PM on Wednesday are 
available for pick -up Thursday after Noon at the 
PAC. They may also be picked up during sale 
hours in the SAVE room on Sunday.  

IƻƳŜ .ƻǳƴŘ ƻǊ LƭƭΚ 
If you, or someone you know, are 
unable to attend Mass and would 
like to receive communion in their 
home, please call either Deacon Jim 
Horton or Deacon Fran Pendergast 
at 708-448-4861. 

 

If you would like to make a 
one-time electronic donation 
or sign up for recurring gifts 
please scan this bar code.   


