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EUCHARIST 

Celebration of Sharing Fully at Christ’s Altar of Sacrifice & Communion with Jesus and His Church 

Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) 

Sunday Vigil: 5:00 PM (Saturday) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, & 6:00 PM  

Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 AM 

First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Day: 8:30 AM & 7:00 PM 

Evening of Healing Prayer  
and Eucharistic Adoration 

On the 1st Saturday of the month 

4:30 PM - Recitation of the Rosary 

5:00 PM - Regular Vigil Mass for Sunday 

5:45 PM - Eucharistic Adoration 
         for one hour of quiet prayer  

RECONCILIATION 
Celebration of God’s Forgiveness  

through Personal Confession 

Saturday Morning: 8:30 AM (until all are heard) 

Saturday Evening: after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Other Times by Appointment 

Sacraments of Healing 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Celebration of God’s Restorative Love & Forgiveness 

Sacrament offers strength to the living. If someone becomes 
seriously ill, please call the Parish Administrative Center. 
Ministers of Care are available to bring Holy Communion and/
or visit with the sick and homebound. 
Also every 1st Saturday after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Sacraments of Commitment 
MATRIMONY  

Celebration of God’s Blessings on the  
Loving Union between Man and Woman 

Please call the Parish Administration Center at least 4 months  
in advance of your wedding. Pre-Cana for engaged couples  
is required by the Archdiocese. 
Matrimony Contact: 
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  or Fr Colm Mitchell  708-448-4861 

HOLY ORDERS 
Celebration of Ordained Service to the Church 

The three offices of the Sacrament of Holy Orders are bishop, 
priest and deacon. All three are conferred by the sacramental 
act called “ordination.”  
Priesthood Contact - Fr. Michniewicz     448-4861 ext. 227 
Fr. Colm Mitchell  448-4861 ext.  223 
Archdiocese of Chicago Vocation Director: 
Rev. Timothy Monahan    312-534-8298 

RCIA   Celebration of the Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults 
This process is for adults who would like to join the Roman Catholic Church and have never been Baptized, or were Baptized  

in another Christian denomination. There is also a process for children (RCIC) and teens (RCIT). 

RCIA/RCIC/RCIT contact - Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Sacraments of Initiation 

BAPTISM 

Celebration of Entrance into Christ’s Church 
You should be a registered parishioner of St. Alexander, or 
willing to register and join our Faith Community. Relatives of 
St. Alexander parishioners are also welcome. 

At least one Godparent must be a practicing Catholic. The 
other must be a Christian. Parents must register for a class  

on Baptism BEFORE your baby is baptized. Archdiocesan 
required classes are held once a month, usually on the first 
Tuesday of the month, and facilitated by trained parishioners. 

Baptism contact Joan DeVito 448-4861 ext. 237 

CONFIRMATION 

Celebration of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
This Sacrament is normally celebrated in 8th Grade and is 
 a 2 year program of preparation. 

Confirmation Contacts: 

Tyler Ried - Religious Education 448-6624  

Sharon O’Toole - School 448-0408 

The Archdiocese also offers classes for adults wishing to  
receive Confirmation. Adult Confirmation Contact -  

Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Spreading the Holy Fire 
Celebrating Christ Risen from the Dead through the 7 Sacraments 
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Dear Parishioners,  

     Many times throughout the year you will notice the initials RCIA mentioned in the bulletin. RCIA 
stands for the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. It is a program designed for adults who are inter-
ested in joining the Catholic faith. The RCIA program also helps those who are in need of sacraments. 
This program is geared to those who have never been baptized, those who were baptized in another 
faith or those who are in need of the sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy Eucharist or Confirmation. 
This year’s RCIA classes will begin in October and conclude a few weeks after the Easter Vigil in 
2025. If you or anyone you know is interested in joining the Catholic faith or receiving any sacraments, 
please contact our RCIA director, Deacon Mike Ciciura at 708-448-4861.  

     As I stated in last week’s bulletin St. Alexander School will return this coming Wednesday, Reli-
gious Education program begins in September, and many young people are returning to college. It 
seems like just yesterday I was celebrating the graduation Mass for the eighth grade Class of 2024 and 
celebrated liturgies for the kindergarten and preschool graduations. As I grow older in years (not neces-
sarily more mature) I realize how quickly time flies by. This reminds me that all of us should embrace 
each and every day as a gift from God. Sometimes we concern ourselves too much with what we’re 
going to do next week or next month and fail to embrace the current moment we are living in. Thinking 
too far in the future causes us a lot of undue worry and anxiety. Sure we have to plan for the future but 
if we don’t live and enjoy the gift of the present, we can waste many opportunities to enjoy the people 
in our lives and the simple pleasures of life. Let us slow down and give thanks to God each and every 
day for every moment we have on earth and enjoy it as much as we can. If we don’t, we will soon all 
be looking at our sidewalks and mumbling to ourselves “I can’t believe it snowed three inches last 
night and I have to shovel”.  

     Once again I ask parishioners to please fill out the following survey in regards to the Formed Pro-
gram which has been available here for many years at St. Alexander parish. As I stated in last week’s 
bulletin, our parish renewal fee for Formed is due soon and I would like your input on how often you 
use the program or have never taken advantage of this theological/spiritual opportunity. Thank you for 
your cooperation. 

           God Bless, 

           Father Marty 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

FORMED SURVEY 

Yes, I  am using Formed: 

_____  Once a year   _____  Once a month   _____  Once a week   _____  Several times a week 

_____  No, I never used Formed    _____  I have not used it, but plan to use in the near future 

Please return this form in the collection basket by September 1st 
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SCRIPTURE  
REFLECTION 

A priest I know was asked by a door-to-door evange-
list, “Do you believe in Jesus?” He answered, “Yes, I 
do. But if I may ask you,” he continued, “Where do 
you experience Jesus’ body and blood?” His interloc-
utor responded somewhat confusedly, “I don’t. I just 
believe in him. That’s all that is needed.” Later my 
priest friend would relate to me, “The more I thought 
about it, that response struck me as totally inade-
quate. As human beings, we need to encounter Jesus’ 
body and blood, not just hear about him and mentally 
believe. Otherwise, Jesus is just a ghost.” 

This week we see this central point as we arrive at 
the climactic moment of Jesus’ teaching on the Eu-
charist. Jesus has established the importance of be-
lieving in him as the “bread of life come down from 
heaven.” Belief deeply matters because it leads to a 
real, bodily encounter with Jesus through eating and 
drinking. That’s why Jesus emphasizes to an almost 
outrageous degree the non-metaphorical necessity to 
“eat my flesh and drink my blood” (John 6:54). The 
real presence of Jesus’ body and blood — he himself, 
truly, really, substantially — has been the Church’s 
treasure since Holy Thursday. Internal belief in the 
heart and the ritual act of eating and drinking the Eu-
charist, the Church has stubbornly insisted on both, 
not just one or the other. 

This is not meant to criticize non-Catholic Christians 
who deeply trust and love Jesus, nor is it a triumphal 
elitist claim about the Catholic Mass. Rather it is a 
humble, trusting acknowledgement that God in Jesus 
comes to us in a way most proper to human beings: 
in our hearts and our bodies, faith and the Eucharist. 

— Father John Muir 

 

Today’s Readings: Prv 9:1-6/Ps 34:2-3, 10-11, 12-
13, 14-15 9a)/Eph 5:15-20/Jn 6:51-58   

On Friday, August 9, 2024 Fr. Ed Mikolajczyk baptized 
Sophia Scotten Dunne, daughter of Joseph & Christine.  

On Sunday August 11, 2024 Fr. Colm Mitchell baptized 
Theodore Hayes Bukowski, son of Thomas & Brianne. 

We welcome them into the family of the church and offer 
their parents our prayers and good wishes. 

 

We ask you to remember and pray for the souls of 
the faithful departed. May they forever rest in the 
Lord’s peace. We especially pray for: 

Gerald B. Meyers, father of Timothy 
Wayne Pardol, husband of Judith 

Prayers of the Faithful  
for the Sick 

As the faith family of St. Alexander, we 
unite with one another to pray for those 
who need healing of their body, mind or 

spirit. Confident that God hears the voices of those who 
trust in the Lord Jesus, we join in prayer for: 

 Tatiana Ranftl Dale Yukich   
 Maggie Campbell Lisa Krisik  
 Eileen Long Jan Klinger  
 Patrick Juarez 

If you or anyone in your family would like to be added 
to our Prayers of the Faithful for the Sick please contact 
the Parish Administrative Office by noon on Friday. 

II  Daniele Vanderwarren & Kevin Coppin 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

August 19-25, 2024 

Monday: Ez 24:15-23/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21/ 
 Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday:  Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30, 
 35cd-36ab/Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday:  Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/ 
 Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday:  Ez 36:23-28/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/
 Mt 22:1-14 
Friday:  Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/
 Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday:  Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/
 Jn 1:45-51 
Sunday:  Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b/Ps 34:2-3, 16-17, 
 18-19, 20-21, 22-23 (9a)/Eph 5:21-32 or 
 5:2a, 25-32/Jn 6:60-69 
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MERCY HOME SUNDAY MASS 

 9:30AM on WGN-TV Channel 9 

Home Bound or Ill? 
If you, or someone you know, are 
unable to attend Mass and would 
like to receive communion in their 
home, please call either Deacon Jim 
Horton or Deacon Fran Pendergast 
at 708-448-4861. 

MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If any parish ministry or organization would like 
to have an announcement made at Mass we ask 
that you please have the information to the office 
by noon on Friday. This allows us to compile the 
books we need for weekend liturgies by the end 
of Friday. Also, please limit announcements to 
one or two sentences. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

& Knights of Columbus 

FOOD COLLECTION 
Please donate to our ongoing food 
collection for St. Blase. Donations 
should be placed on the bench 
across from the SAVE room. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

NO EXPIRED FOOD PLEASE! 

St. Alexander School  
Open Position 

St. Alexander School is currently  
looking for a caring adult to run our  

extended day program. 

Hours are Monday through Friday  
from 2:30 – 6:00pm (with the exception  

of the first Wednesday of the  
month from 1:15 – 6:00pm).  

Duties include maintaining a safe 
 environment for students ages PreK3 – 

Junior High, overseeing student activities, 
and assisting with family billing.  

If you are interested in learning more de-
tails regarding the position including 
hourly pay, please call the school office 
at 708-448-0408. 

WELCOME! 
We extend a warm welcome to all our 
guests and visitors who have graced us 
with their presence at today’s liturgy. We 
hope that you feel at home here; please 
let us know if we can be of any assis-
tance while you are with us.  

ST. ALEXANDER  
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MINISTRY 

The mission of the Domestic Violence Ministry 
of St. Alexander Parish is to raise awareness of 
domestic violence in our parish; to promote the 
development and delivery of services in our 
community; and to advocate for the prevention 
of domestic violence through education and 
parish activities. 

If you need help contact: 

• National DV Hotline: 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) 

• Illinois DV Helpline: 1-877-TOENDDV   
     (1-877-863-6338) 

• Crisis Center for South Suburbia:   
     1-708-429-SAFE  (7233) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re in need of Communion Ministers and 
Readers for Saturday evening and Sunday 
Masses. Volunteer as often or as little as you 
can. Training will be provided. If interested, 
please contact Joan in the parish office at 
708-448-4861. Thank you! 
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Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

October 4th, 5th, & 6th 

St. Alexander Parish 

SAVE THE DATES 
FOR BUNDLE  

WEEKEND  

Are you curious about the Catholic Faith?   
If any of these reasons apply, RCIA might be exactly 

what you’re looking for!  

(RCIA means The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)  

1.   You’re marrying a Catholic. (Sharing and practicing your faith together is a great  
      foundation for married life.)  

2.  You’re already married to a Catholic and your children are being raised Catholic.                 
(It’s natural to want to feel a closer bond by sharing in the sacraments with family.)  

3. Your children are learning about the Catholic faith. (You’d like to learn more about this  
      faith tradition, still unsure if you’d like to become a Catholic..)  

4.  You’ve lived in a “Catholic world” all your life, so people assume you are already Catholic. 
(You’d like to find out if you are closer than you think in mind and heart.)  

5.  You don’t know much about Catholicism, but a friend or neighbor has inspired you to learn 
more. (With no strings attached, this is a wonderful way to check things out.)  

6.  You have experienced personal loss or family struggles. (You are seeking ways to deepen 
your spiritual life by exploring the Catholic faith tradition.)  

You don’t know why, but you feel something urging you to the Catholic Church. (It’s probably 
the Holy Spirit.)  

Our RCIA sessions begin in September. If you are interested in joining us, contact Fr. 
Marty at the parish office (708) 448-4861 or Deacon Mike at mciciura@archchicago.org  

SAVE THE DATE! 
2024 St. Alexander Golf Outing  

 Waters Edge Golf Club 

Friday, September 20th
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Many of you may take advantage of the conven-
ience of electronic giving to our parish and we are 
grateful for that.  For those of you who have yet to 
join us in giving online, we strongly encourage 
you to do so. Here’s why: 

Faith Direct enables parishioners to make your 
Church contributions through either direct debit 
from your checking/savings account or through 
your credit/debit card. No more writing checks or 
searching for envelopes on the way out the door. 
Now you can apply the convenience of direct debit 
to your parish offerings in much the same way as 
you may now use it to make your mortgage, car or 
tuition payments. 

Faith Direct also offers you personalized offertory 
cards to replace your envelopes for the collection 
basket. To cancel your monthly envelopes, 
please notify the parish office at 708-448-4861. 
This is not done automatically when signing up 
for electronic giving. 

Please visit www.faithdirect.net to enroll secure-
ly online. Or, download the Faith Direct app onto 
your smartphone. Our parish code is IL910. 

E-Giving Made Easy 

If you would like to make a 
one-time electronic donation, 
please scan 
this bar code.   

Scroll down to “One –Time Gifts” 
and enter the amount and type of 
payment. It’s that simple! 

SUNDAY  10:15-11:30AM 
SAVE orders may also be brought to 
the Parish Administrative Center. 

Orders dropped off by 5:00PM on Wednesday are 
available for pick-up Thursday after Noon at the 
PAC. They may also be picked up during sale 
hours in the SAVE room on Sunday.  

LEGACY PLANNING 
Please prayerfully consider remembering our 
parish when you update your estate plans. These 
gifts help us to build a solid foundation for the 
Catholic formation of future generations.  

Prepare or update your will or trust today by 
contacting an attorney. For sample bequest lan-
guage, contact Fr. Marty at 708-448-4861. 

Assisted Listening Systems  
for Church Sound 

Our church is equipped with a hearing “loop” 
system which will allow those with a tele-coil 
(T-coil) in their hearing aid to hear more 
clearly. Some hearing aids will automatically 
switch to our “loop” system. Other hearing 
aids must be manually switched to the T-coil 
mode. 

If you do not think your hearing aid is func-
tioning properly with our “loop” system it may 
be because: A) Your hearing aid does not have 
a built-in T-coil OR B) You have to manually 
switch your hearing aid to the T-coil mode. 

T-Coil Switches: If your hearing aid has a 
switch labeled M-T-O the switch should be set 
to the T position. If your hearing aid has 
switch labeled M-MT the switch should be set 
to the MT position. 

Please consult your Audiologist with any 
questions, and to be sure that your hearing aid 
is equipped with a T-coil and is working 
properly. 

If you do not have a hearing aid with tele-coil 
(T-coil), we have purchased four individual 
hearing devices, specifically programmed for 
our system, that can be used during our litur-
gies on Sunday. They will be placed in a box on 
the bench outside the school office. We do ask 
that you please clean the hearing device after 
Mass, with the alcohol wipes that are on the 
bench, before returning them to the box. 
Thank you and we hope this will help to en-
hance your liturgical experience. 

http://www.faithdirect.net/
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COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Saturday, August 24th 

  5:00  PM— Steve Lukasik, Rosemary Dziuba 

Sunday, August 25th 

  7:30 AM— Karen McNeal, Mary Dombrowski, 
   Ed Sobczak 
  9:30 AM— Caroline Kelbowski, Wendy Loftus 
11:30 AM— Joan Obiala, Patricia Klaus, Val Thoma 
  6:00 PM— Sharon Ayres 

READERS 
Saturday, August 24th 

  5:00  PM— Joan DeVito 

Sunday, August 25th 

  7:30 AM— Paula Somers 
  9:30 AM— John Kelbowski, Rich Cruz 
11:30 AM—  
  6:00 PM— Bob Ayres 

Planned Parenthood  
is NOT welcome in Orland Park 

Witness and Prayer Vigil 

Monday, August 19    3pm to 4pm       
Monday, Sept 9th         3pm to 4pm      
Monday, Sept 23rd       3pm to 4pm  
Note: now two vigils per month 
Note: moved to second Monday 

Please join us if you can, even if only for part of the 
time.  This prayer vigil will be held along the public 
right-of-way in front of 14470 LaGrange Road, Orland 
Park, IL .  For more information, call Bill Beckman at 
708-429-2762.   

FYI: These vigils have greater significance after 
Planned Parenthood's big announcement on March 
25th about their expanded Orland Park office (twice 
the space as before). 

WORD OF LIFE  

“God’s love—individual, real, unchanging—is 
the true source of our worth, identity, and dig-
nity. It really is not a question of who we are, 
but rather whose we are. Because his love will 
never change, nothing can reduce our God-
given dignity, and nothing can diminish the 
immeasurable worth of our lives.”  

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities.  

SW Suburban Young Adults 
Welcome! 

For info. scan the QR Code or visit 
linktr.ee/yafrassatifellowship 

Email: yafrassatifellowship@gmail.com 

St. Michael Mental Health  
Awareness Ministry  

Prayer Gathering is Wednesday,  
August 28th at 7:00 pm in the Chapel  
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
AUGUST 18, 2024 
 
Saturday, August 17th 
 5:00 PM— For the Parishioners 
   Dolores Gorski 
   Francis J. Pendergast Jr. 
   Lori Czech 
   Eleanore & Ken Reilly 
Sunday, August 18th 
 7:30 AM— Judy McCarthy 
   Aggie Palmer 
   Johanna Hoban 
   John Hayes 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Monsignor Anthony Marcaccio 
   Robert Barth 
   William & Mary Barth 
   John & Mary McAleer 
   James McAleer 
   Patrick McAleer 
   Mary LeFebvre 
 9:30 AM— Liam Hanley 
   Donna M. & Joseph A. Feldner, SGM 
   Loren Feldner, DDS 
   Joseph & Margaret Feldner 
   John Beatty 
   Thomas Kramer 
   Jeanne Schoenke 
   William Brett 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Roberto Celio—9th Anniversary 
   Maria Galvan—Birthday Blessing 
 11:30 AM— John Svabek 
   Marie Hohmer 
   Allie Thoma 
   Kestas Janciunas 
   Barbara Chirollo 
   Toni Rodriguez 
 6:00 PM— Special Intention 
Monday, August 19th (St. John Eudes)  
 8:30 AM— Bob Thoma 
   Patricia Hayes—8th Anniversary 
   Colleen J. Nix 
Tuesday, August 20th (St. Bernard) 
 8:30 AM— Lorraine Wittbrodt 
   Rosemary Hyland 
   Michael Devine 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Joseph Rathnau  
Wednesday, August 21st (St. Pius X, Pope) 
 8:30 AM— Brendan Kivlehan 
   Dan Dunne 
   Colleen J. Nix 
Thursday, August 22nd (The Queenship of the Blessed  
 8:30 AM— Colin Myron                          Virgin Mary) 
   Tom & Kathleen Walsh 
   Kevin Reynolds Jr.—5th Anniversary 
   Colleen J. Nix 

Friday, August 23rd (St. Rose of Lima) 
 8:30 AM— Joseph DiSomma 
   Colleen J. Nix 
Saturday, August 24th (St. Bartholomew) 
 8:00 AM— Mary Dolores Fitzgerald—2nd Anniversary 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Kathy Pomper 
 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
AUGUST 25, 2024 
 
Saturday, August 24th 
 5:00 PM— James Grzeczka 
   Francis J. Pendergast Jr. 
   Ronald Bozacki 
Sunday, August 25th 
 7:30 AM— For the Parishioners 
   Aggie Palmer 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Stephen & Bernadette Gniadecki 
   Valentyne & Leonard Arent 
   Robert Barth 
   Mary Jane Fitzpatrick 
 9:30 AM— John Stephens—13th Anniversary 
   Donna M. & Joseph A. Feldner, SGM 
   Loren Feldner, DDS 
   Robert M. Pikula 
   Danielle Dunne 
   Patricia Kelly 
   Tom Wren 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt  
   Mary Jane Fitzpatrick 
 11:30 AM— Bergquist & Donovan Families 
   Peter Massaro 
   George Gambla 
   Maria Munos 
 6:00 PM— Special Intention 

 

Contact the parish office if you would like 
to have a Mass intention for 2024 or 2025. 
Please note that Mass intentions are not just 
for the deceased but for anyone you would 
like to include in prayer. 

Do you attend Mass regularly,  
but crave something more?  

Using the new Pilgrimage app, you can journey 
through Scripture with friends, and your group. 
Your group will have access to a message board, 
which enables you to ask questions, start discus-
sions, share content and connect with fellow group 
members, all from within the app. Learn more: 
www.pilgrimage.americanbible.org/ 

http://pilgrimage.americanbible.org/

