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EUCHARIST 

Celebration of Sharing Fully at Christ’s Altar of Sacrifice & Communion with Jesus and His Church 

Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) 

Sunday Vigil: 5:00 PM (Saturday) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, & 6:00 PM  

Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 AM 

First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Day: 8:30 AM & 7:00 PM 

 
Holy Hour with 

Exposition and Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament 

On the 1st Wednesday of the month 

6:00-7:00PM in the Church 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Celebration of God’s Forgiveness  

through Personal Confession 

Saturday Morning: 8:30 AM (until all are heard) 

Saturday Evening: after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Other Times by Appointment 

Sacraments of Healing 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Celebration of God’s Restorative Love & Forgiveness 

Sacrament offers strength to the living. If someone becomes 
seriously ill, please call the Parish Administrative Center. 
Ministers of Care are available to bring Holy Communion and/
or visit with the sick and homebound. 
Also every 1st Saturday after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Sacraments of Commitment 
MATRIMONY  

Celebration of God’s Blessings on the  
Loving Union between Man and Woman 

Please call the Parish Administration Center at least 4 months  
in advance of your wedding. Pre-Cana for engaged couples  
is required by the Archdiocese. 
Matrimony Contact: 
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  or Fr Colm Mitchell  708-448-4861 

HOLY ORDERS 
Celebration of Ordained Service to the Church 

The three offices of the Sacrament of Holy Orders are bishop, 
priest and deacon. All three are conferred by the sacramental 
act called “ordination.”  
Priesthood Contact - Fr. Michniewicz     448-4861 ext. 227 
Fr. Colm Mitchell  448-4861 ext.  223 
Archdiocese of Chicago Vocation Director: 
Rev. Timothy Monahan    312-534-8298 

OCIA   Celebration of the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
This process is for adults who would like to join the Roman Catholic Church and have never been Baptized, or were Baptized  

in another Christian denomination. There is also a process for children (OCIC) and teens (OCIT). 

OCIA/OCIC/OCIT contact - Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Sacraments of Initiation 

BAPTISM 

Celebration of Entrance into Christ’s Church 
You should be a registered parishioner of St. Alexander, or 
willing to register and join our Faith Community. Relatives of 
St. Alexander parishioners are also welcome. 

At least one Godparent must be a practicing Catholic. The 
other must be a Christian. Parents must register for a class  

on Baptism BEFORE your baby is baptized. Archdiocesan 
required classes are held once a month, usually on the first 
Tuesday of the month, and facilitated by trained parishioners. 

Baptism contact Joan DeVito 448-4861 ext. 237 

CONFIRMATION 

Celebration of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
This Sacrament is normally celebrated in 8th Grade and is 
 a 2 year program of preparation. 

Confirmation Contacts: 

Tyler Ried - Religious Education 448-6624  

Sharon O’Toole - School 448-0408 

The Archdiocese also offers classes for adults wishing to  
receive Confirmation. Adult Confirmation Contact -  

Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Spreading the Holy Fire 
Celebrating Christ Risen from the Dead through the 7 Sacraments 
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Dear Parishioners,  

     As we all know next Sunday is Mother’s Day where we honor and give thanks to our Lord for the 
mother we have been blessed with. Another way we can honor our mothers is through prayer and re-
membering them through our Mother’s Day Novena of Masses. Mass cards are available on the tables 
in the back of church. 

     Congratulations to the children of our parish who received the Most Holy Eucharist on Saturday, 
May 2nd. It was a very special day as they received their second Sacrament of Initiation. Many thanks 
to all who helped prepare our young children for this sacrament. Let’s continue to pray for them as 
they grow with Christ and the church and let’s also pray that they and their families continue to re-
ceive the Holy Eucharist each and every Sunday. 

     Most of us adults remember the first time we received our Lord when we were children and recall 
how special that day was. Boys dressed in new suits, girls in white dresses with veils, receiving our 
first hard cover prayer book and rosary, and all the relatives who came to celebrate this special day. 
As we go forth in our faith journey let us receive Jesus in this sacrament with the reverence and feel-
ing of joy that we experienced on the day of our First Holy Communion.  

     Many thanks to those who ran the Daddy Daughter Dance which was held on April 25th with the 
theme of “The Kentucky Derby”. Over 200 people were in attendance and had a great time dancing 
and feasting on delicious food. It is always nice when our community gathers and runs a beautiful 
event for our beloved children.  

     As we begin the month of May we realize that we can be very busy attending First Communion 
parties, graduations, weddings, and other social events. Although these events can become burden-
some at times let us always be grateful we have the gift of family and friends in our lives. God has 
truly blessed us that we should never take the gifts we have been given for granted. When we pray let 
us never forget to thank God for the many people and gifts He has bestowed upon us. Especially the 
gift of everlasting life. 

           God Bless, 

           Father Marty 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

OFFERTORY GIFTS 

Anyone interested in  

bringing up the Offertory Gifts 

at a Mass, please let the ushers 

know a week in advance or 

you can ask when you arrive  

if they have someone. 

ST. ALEXANDER  
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MINISTRY 

The mission of the Domestic Violence Ministry 
of St. Alexander Parish is to raise awareness of 
domestic violence in our parish; to promote the 
development and delivery of services in our 
community; and to advocate for the prevention 
of domestic violence through education and 
parish activities. 

If you need help contact: 
• National DV Hotline: 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) 
• Illinois DV Helpline: 1-877-TOENDDV   
     (1-877-863-6338) 
• Crisis Center for South Suburbia:   
     1-708-429-SAFE  (7233) 

Blessing of Love 

Heavenly Father, Ignite us with Your love. 
Reveal to us Your will, guide us in Your path. 
Pour Your blessings upon us, 
You who are the giver of every good thing. 
Help us to live, work, act, and speak 
in ways that bring honor and glory to You. Amen. 
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The following children were baptized by Deacon Fran 
Pendergast on Sunday, April 26, 2026. 

Olivia June Delaney, daughter of Timothy & Emily 
Rory Richard & Nuala Bridget Mossman,  

son and daughter of Michael & Delaney 
Mario James Villalobos, son of Mario & Brittany 

We welcome them into the family of the church and offer 
their parents our prayers and good wishes. 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

May 4-10, 2026 

Monday: Acts 14:5-18/ Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16/ 
 Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday:  Acts 14:19-28/ Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21/
 Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday:  Acts 15:1-6/ Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5/
 Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday:  Acts 15:7-21/ Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10/
 Jn 15:9-11 
Friday:  Acts 15:22-31/ Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12/
 Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday:  Acts 16:1-10/ Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/ 
 Jn 15:18-21 
Sunday:  Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16 
 and 20/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 

SCRIPTURE 
REFLECTION 

We generally approach life with the question, 
“What can this do for me?” We try a new workout, 
a low-carb diet, intermittent fasting, or a new ca-
reer path, hoping it will make us healthier, strong-
er, happier. The assumption is that if I invest in 
this, I’ll eventually reap some benefit, or I won’t 
do it. 

It is easy to think of faith the same way: if I really 
practice my faith, what will it do for me? Will it 
make me calmer, more moral, more successful? 

But in today’s Gospel, Jesus says something aston-
ishing. He doesn’t present himself as a teacher 
who shows us the way to life. He says, “I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life.” (John 14:6) He is 
not merely a guide toward some higher benefit. He 
is the benefit itself. To know him is to know Life. 

Thomas Aquinas explains that every desire in the 
human heart — love, joy, meaning, all of our rest-
less cravings — is really an indirect cry for life. 
Even despair testifies to this longing: people des-
pair precisely because they feel they are not, and 
might never be, fully alive. 

The good news is that Jesus is not simply the 
means to a better life; He is Life itself. To believe 
in him is to share in God’s own eternal vitality. 
Not simply later but even now. Faith is not a trans-
action that produces results — it is a union that 
fills us with joy. To be in communion with Christ 
is to be truly, fully alive. 

— Father John Muir 

 

Today’s Readings: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-
19/ 1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 

Prayers of the Faithful  
for the Sick 

As the faith family of St. Alexander, we 
unite with one another to pray for those 
who need healing of their body, mind or 

spirit. Confident that God hears the voices of those who 
trust in the Lord Jesus, we join in prayer for: 

 Lisa Krisik Elizabeth Hannan Hurley 
 Edward Weir Thomas Boll   
 Molly Flynn Gerry McCall  
 Carol Miller Barb Chwierut  
 Asher Bryant Denise Jandura  
 Rich Jandura 

If you or anyone in your family would like to be added 
to our Prayers of the Faithful for the Sick please contact 
the Parish Administrative Office by noon on Friday. 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” —(Jn 14:6) 

The Month of Mary 
The Catholic Church dedicates 
each month of the year to a certain 
devotion. In May, it is the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  



Page Five Fourth Sunday of Easter May 3, 2026 



Page Six Fourth Sunday of Easter May 3, 2026 

Home Bound or Ill? 
If you, or someone you know, are 
unable to attend Mass and would 
like to receive communion in their 
home, please call either Deacon Jim 
Horton or Deacon Fran Pendergast 
at 708-448-4861. 

MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If any parish ministry or organization  
would like to have an announcement made 

at Mass we ask that you please have  
the information to the office by noon  

on Friday. This allows us to compile the 
books we need for weekend liturgies by the 

end of Friday. Also, please limit  
announcements to one or two sentences. 

 

Pray the  

Rosary 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED EVERY DAY 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY AFTER 8:30AM MASS 

SATURDAY AFTER THE 8:00AM MASS 
Please join us and pray the Rosary 

Mother’s Day 
Mass Cards are 
available in the 
back of church  

Also, please remember there is a Mother’s 
Day Novena of Masses envelope in your 
monthly mailing which will also remember 
those deceased mothers and can be placed in 
the weekly collection, placed in the mail, or 
dropped off at the parish office. 

WORD OF LIFE  
“In this Year of Saint Francis, may he help us 
to see the beauty of life in all of creation, in 
particular, in the weakest and most vulnera-
ble among us. Together, let us pray for the 
protection of human life and the courage to 
defend it.” 

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 
“Saint Francis: Visionary of Life”     

Fr. Marty  
May 24, 1986  

(40 Years)  

Fr. Colm Mitchell 
May 21, 2022 

(4 years)  

Deacon  
Jim Horton  

May 27, 2007  
(19 years)  

Deacon  
Mike Ciciura  
May 15, 2011  

(15 years) 

Deacon Fran 
Pendergast  

May 14, 2022  
(4 years)  

CAMPAIGN PRAYER 
God of abundant and generous mercy, 
we gratefully acknowledge the many gifts  
you have given us across the years from the 
sacrifice of generations before us. 

And so, we confidently trust that you will walk  
with us into the future. 

We echo the words of the Blessed Virgin  
Mary: truly, your mercy is from generation to 
generation. 

Help us now to respond generously to your 
gifts, as we support our Church in the  
Archdiocese of Chicago and work to bring faith 
forward for the generations that follow us.  

By your grace and help, let out gifts be a  
blessing for our children, our grandchildren, 
and those who follow them. 
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WELCOME TO ST. ALEXANDER! 
We extend a warm welcome to all our 
guests and visitors who have graced us 
with their presence at today’s liturgy. We 
hope that you feel at home here; please 
let us know if we can be of any assis-
tance while you are with us.  

 Please join us every  
Wednesday during May to 

pray the Rosary at the Mary 
statue from 6:00-7:00pm   

We will meet at the Mary statue located 
on the west side of the grass area in front 
of the old convent. Bring a lawn chair or 
stand, park in the lot and walk over.   

 

Join us for Hospitality after  
the 7:30 am and 9:30 am Mass  

on the first Sunday of each month 
We hope to see you there! 

Hospitality Ministry 

 

 

Intercessory Prayer Experience 
Call on the Holy Spirit and expect Him to show 

up! The Father has promised Him to us.  
“Jesus said: And see, I am sending upon  

you what my Father promised, so stay  
here in the city until you have been clothed 

with power from on high.” Luke 24:49  
Come join us after Mass at 5:45PM on the  

first Saturday of each month.   
Deacon Mike will offer time to pray with  

anyone for the intercession of the Holy Spirit 
regarding individual prayer intensions.  

After Mass the Sacrament of Confession  
and the Sacrament of the Anointing of the  

Sick will also be available.    

Join us for a Holy Hour with  
Exposition and Benediction  

of the Blessed Sacrament  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every first Wednesday of the 
month 6-7pm in Church 

Wednesday, May 6th 

“A Holy Hour before the Most Blessed  
Sacrament so pleases the Heart  

of Jesus, that every man, woman and 
child on earth receives a new effect  

of God’s graces.” - St. Faustina 

Contact the parish office if you would like to have 
a Mass intention for 2026 or 2027. Please note that 
Mass intentions are not just for the deceased but 
for anyone you would like to include in prayer. 

We pray to the angels, for they are given to 
us as guardians. 

—St. Ambrose 
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ST. ALEXANDER SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Some of our 2nd grade students attended St. Rita’s Communion Retreat hosted by Father Tom 
McCarthy and Mrs. Jenkins! They really enjoyed it and it’s prepping them for their big day!  

The Kindergarten 
Class proudly 

display the  
Spanish Color 
Booklets that 
they made. 
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APRIL COMMUNITY DINNER 

JOIN US AT OUR NEXT DINNER ON TUESDAY, MAY 19TH 

NOTE: MAY IS THE LAST COMMUNITY DINNER UNTIL WE RESUME IN SEPTEMBER 

Mr. Plescher was 
serenaded while 
celebrating his 
96th birthday!  
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MERCY HOME SUNDAY MASS 

 9:00AM on WGN-TV Channel 9 

SUNDAY  10:15-11:30AM 
SAVE orders may also be brought to 
the Parish Administrative Center. 

Orders dropped off by 5:00PM on Wednesday are 
available for pick-up Thursday after Noon at the 
PAC. They may also be picked up during sale 
hours in the SAVE room on Sunday.  

 

 

 

 

Faith Direct has joined forces with ParishSOFT 
Managed Giving. You will see some changes to 
your giving portfolio and can still sign on to your 
account as you did before. ParishSOFT Giv-
ing offers all the same reliable features you’ve 
come to know – recurring gifts, online giving, and 
donor support – plus new enhancements to better 
serve you: 

• Modern giving options: including Apple Pay, 
Google Pay, Venmo, PayPal, stock, and crypto. 

• Anonymous Giving. 

• Mobile-friendly experience: give online, 
through the app, or by text. 

Donors can give based on preferred schedule, with 
support for weekly contributions rather than once-
a-month processing. ParishSOFT Managed Giv-
ing will make your giving experience more con-
venient and meaningful. All your existing infor-
mation, recurring gifts, and donation history will 
transfer automatically – no action is needed unless 
otherwise notified.  

 

If you would like to make a 
one-time electronic donation 
or sign up for recurring gifts 
please scan this bar code.   
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COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Saturday, May 9th 

  5:00  PM— Maureen Balich, Mary Ceebin 

Sunday, May 10th 

  7:30 AM— Susan Chillmon, Pat Sobczak,  
   Betty Chwierut 
  9:30 AM— Dorothy McCloskey, Rich Cruz,  
   Wendy Loftus, Melissa Duckett (LG) 
11:30 AM— Jeff & Ofelia Foreman, Val Thoma 
  6:00 PM— Sharon Ayres, Merrill Jurgens,  
   Michael Collins 

READERS 
Saturday, May 9th 

  5:00  PM— Bill Rogers 

Sunday, May 10th 

  7:30 AM— Paula Somers 
  9:30 AM— Debbie Myron, Rich Cruz 
11:30 AM— Joan DeVito 
  6:00 PM— Bob Ayres, Johanna Jurgens, 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

& Knights of Columbus 

FOOD COLLECTION 
Please donate to our ongoing food 
collection for St. Blase. Donations 
should be placed on the bench 
across from the SAVE room. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

NO EXPIRED FOOD PLEASE! 

GET OUR WEEKLY BULLETIN  
EMAILED TO YOU! 

Subscribe to ParishesOnline.com  
to get a link to our weekly parish bulletin 

delivered straight to your inbox!  
Visit parishesonline.com and search  
for our parish to get started today.  

It’s fast, easy and free! 

LEGACY PLANNING  
Please prayerfully consider remembering our 
parish when you update your estate plans. These 
gifts help us to build a solid foundation for the 
Catholic formation of future generations.  

Prepare or update your will or trust today by 
contacting an attorney. For sample bequest lan-
guage, contact Fr. Marty at 708 - 448 - 4861. 

Were you a member of the class of 1976,  
Mother Theodore Guerin, River Grove, IL?  

Do you know someone from that class? It’s  
time for the 50th Reunion! Guerin alum  

from ’76 will meet on a weekend in early  
October for mass on Saturday and lunch on  

Sunday. For more information, including dates,  
email: mtgclassof76reunion@gmail.com 

Don’t try to shine so that others will see you. 
Shine so that through you, others will see Christ. 

—Pope Francis 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
APRIL 26, 2026 
 
Saturday, May 2nd 
 5:00 PM— Albert Collins—1st Anniversary 
   Ralph Dziuba 
   Dale Yukich 
   Tom Cusak 
   Mary McCarthy 
   Holly Wall 
Sunday, May 3rd 
 7:30 AM— Fr. Francis Royer SSC 
   Irene Brajner 
   Nancy Lukasik 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Edward Sullivan 
   Tom & Chet Chwierut 
   Kyle White—Birthday Blessing 
 9:30 AM— Michael Hurley—1st Anniversary 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Steve & Carol Stefan 
   Fr. Francis Royer SSC 
   Dorothy Janik 
   Tom Stuchly 
   Rosie Quinn Anhalt 
   Angela & Walter Wojciechowski 
   David M. Yerkes Sr. 
   Joseph Callanan 
   Don & Mary Tadda 
 11:30 AM— James Lamoureux 
   Tom Scanlon 
   Mary Ann Carroll 
   Wittenborn Family 
   George Lombard 
   Holly Wall Fruend 
 6:00 PM— For the Parishioners 
Monday, May 4th 
 8:30 AM— Colleen J. Nix, John Janik 
   Sharon Schaefer—Healing Intention 
Tuesday, May 5th 
 8:30 AM— Daniel I. O’Brien, Dale Yukich 
   Colleen J. Nix, Jennifer Aparo 
   Mary Tadda—Healing Intention 
Wednesday, May 6th 
 8:30 AM— Gene Kent, Mary Lahey 
   Colleen J. Nix, Ralph Dziuba 
   Clarita S. Doruelo 
   Lisa & Alex Liceaga—Wedding Anniv. 
Thursday, May 7th 
 8:30 AM— Maureen Oleskiewicz, Frank A. Narel 
   Joseph Kammer, Mary E. Boyle 
   Colleen J. Nix, Edgar Beaulieu 
   Shirley Mae Baird 
   Kristina & Mark Wiseman & Family 

Friday, May 8th 
 8:30 AM— Mark Toth, Tom Scanlon 
   Fr. Thomas McKiernan 
   Colleen J. Nix, Walty Wloczek 
   Diane & Ray Martinez & Family 
   Francis J. Pendergast Jr.                
Saturday, May 9th  
 8:00 AM— Mary Jo Saplin, Tom & Kathleen Walsh 
   Colleen J. Nix, Chet & Tom Chwierut 
    
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
MAY 10, 2026 
 
Saturday, May 9th 
 5:00 PM— Sean & Bernie Morrissey & Family 
   Dale Yukich, Nobert Kuksta 
   Dorothy Dunmore, Barbara O’Connor 
   Emily Branauskas, Leroy Kowalczyk 
   Holly Wall 
Sunday, May 10th 
 7:30 AM— Claire Narel, Irene Brajner 
   Mary Smith, Josephine Data 
   Mary K. Laski, Mabel Piper 
   Emily Lahey, Mary Moore 
   Vincent & Mary Hoban, Mary Lahey 
   Nancy Lukasik, Susanne Tverdek 
   Colleen J. Nix, Chet & Tom Chwierut 
   Souls in Purgatory, Carol Stefan 
   Geraldine Kuhl, Lorraine Wittbrodt 
   Margaret Corbett 
 9:30 AM— Natalia Slipkevych 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Shirley May Baird 
   Margaret Macey 
   Teresa Alvarez 
   Carolyn Lowery 
   Marian E. Keane 
   Valerie Tadda 
   Helen Wann 
   Elba C. Salazar 
   Olivia Manske 
   Don & Mary Tadda 
   Rosa Greenwald 
   Ralph Dziuba 
   Frances A. Culligan 
   Lisa Liceaga 
   Mary Stephens 
   Beth King 
   Clarita S. Doruelo 
   Sue Zempich 
   Melania Muhs 
 11:30 AM— Dennis & Susan Czurylo—57th Wed. Anniv. 
   Tom Scanlon 
   Grace Wetzel 
   Rosa Greenwald 
   Helen Carroll 
   Mike Lorenzi—2nd Anniversary 
   Mary Kennedy 
 6:00 PM— For the Parishioners 
   Mothers Day Novena 

 


