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EUCHARIST 

Celebration of Sharing Fully at Christ’s Altar of Sacrifice & Communion with Jesus and His Church 

Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) 

Sunday Vigil: 5:00 PM (Saturday) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, & 6:00 PM  

Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 AM 

First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Day: 8:30 AM & 7:00 PM 

 
Holy Hour with 

Exposition and Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament 

On the 1st Wednesday of the month 

6:00-7:00PM in the Church 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Celebration of God’s Forgiveness  

through Personal Confession 

Saturday Morning: 8:30 AM (until all are heard) 

Saturday Evening: after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Other Times by Appointment 

Sacraments of Healing 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Celebration of God’s Restorative Love & Forgiveness 

Sacrament offers strength to the living. If someone becomes 
seriously ill, please call the Parish Administrative Center. 
Ministers of Care are available to bring Holy Communion and/
or visit with the sick and homebound. 
Also every 1st Saturday after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Sacraments of Commitment 
MATRIMONY  

Celebration of God’s Blessings on the  
Loving Union between Man and Woman 

Please call the Parish Administration Center at least 4 months  
in advance of your wedding. Pre-Cana for engaged couples  
is required by the Archdiocese. 
Matrimony Contact: 
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  or Fr Colm Mitchell  708-448-4861 

HOLY ORDERS 
Celebration of Ordained Service to the Church 

The three offices of the Sacrament of Holy Orders are bishop, 
priest and deacon. All three are conferred by the sacramental 
act called “ordination.”  
Priesthood Contact - Fr. Michniewicz     448-4861 ext. 227 
Fr. Colm Mitchell  448-4861 ext.  223 
Archdiocese of Chicago Vocation Director: 
Rev. Timothy Monahan    312-534-8298 

OCIA   Celebration of the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
This process is for adults who would like to join the Roman Catholic Church and have never been Baptized, or were Baptized  

in another Christian denomination. There is also a process for children (OCIC) and teens (OCIT). 

OCIA/OCIC/OCIT contact - Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Sacraments of Initiation 

BAPTISM 

Celebration of Entrance into Christ’s Church 
You should be a registered parishioner of St. Alexander, or 
willing to register and join our Faith Community. Relatives of 
St. Alexander parishioners are also welcome. 

At least one Godparent must be a practicing Catholic. The 
other must be a Christian. Parents must register for a class  

on Baptism BEFORE your baby is baptized. Archdiocesan 
required classes are held once a month, usually on the first 
Tuesday of the month, and facilitated by trained parishioners. 

Baptism contact Joan DeVito 448-4861 ext. 237 

CONFIRMATION 

Celebration of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
This Sacrament is normally celebrated in 8th Grade and is 
 a 2 year program of preparation. 

Confirmation Contacts: 

Tyler Ried - Religious Education 448-6624  

Sharon O’Toole - School 448-0408 

The Archdiocese also offers classes for adults wishing to  
receive Confirmation. Adult Confirmation Contact -  

Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Spreading the Holy Fire 
Celebrating Christ Risen from the Dead through the 7 Sacraments 
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Dear Parishioners,  

     Please keep our second grade school and RE children in your prayers this week as they prepare to 
celebrate their First Holy Communion on Saturday, May 2nd. Most of us adults remember the first time 
we received our Lord when we were children and recall how special that day was. Boys dressed in new 
suits, girls in white dresses with veils, receiving our first hard cover prayer book and rosary, and all the 
relatives who came to celebrate this special day. As we go forth in our faith journey let us receive Jesus 
in this sacrament with the reverence and feeling of joy that we experienced on the day of our First Holy 
Communion.  

     We refer to our Lord Jesus Christ as the Bread of Life, Christ the King, The Prince of Peace, Christ 
Our Savior, Lamb of God, and many other titles. One of the beautiful terms we use when we refer to 
Jesus is The Good Shepherd. What a loving, caring, and nurturing term for Jesus as we realize He is 
always watching and protecting, we, His sheep. We are never lost when we follow The Good Shep-
herd. Jesus shepherds us out of love, and not out of duty, like a hired hand.  

     The difference between The Good Shepherd and the hired hand is the difference between life and 
death. Unlike a hired hand who only works for pay and would run away at the first sign of difficulty, 
Jesus is a Good Shepherd who willingly lays down his life for his sheep. The Good Shepherd draws the  
sheep near to him. They belong to him—not as a possession that can be discarded, but as precious ones 
who are assured that they can rely on His care and protection. The sheep owe their very lives to the 
Shepherd. Without him, they will be scattered and left on their own in what is often a dangerous world. 

     No sheep with any sense would wander off and leave the fold. The Shepherd provides food and 
safety. Away from the fold, the sheep risks death in the jaws of wolves or starvation in the desert. Jesus 
is The Good Shepherd and invites us to be good sheep. Jesus has experienced the best and the worst of 
all that life has in store. He has known the simple joys and deep disappointments of life; he has known 
temptation, anxiety, and fatigue. Jesus walks ahead of us, leading the way. We may be tempted to wan-
der away, lured by the temporary pleasures and tempted by the illusion of something better over the 
horizon. In the noise of daily life, surrounded by messages that compete with God and God’s ways, it is 
easy to become distracted from what is important and lasting. Jesus, our Good Shepherd, invites us to 
be good sheep who are so close to him that we hear and recognize his voice. As good sheep, we are 
called to follow the voice of the Shepherd, trusting that he will guide us to the best pasture, where we 
can thrive.  

           God Bless, 

           Father Marty 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

 Also, please remember there is a Mother’s 
Day Novena of Masses envelope in your 
monthly mailing which will also remember 
those deceased mothers and can be placed in 
the weekly collection, placed in the mail, or 
dropped off at the parish office. 

Mother’s Day 
Mass Cards 

are available 
in the back  
of church 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

April 27-May 3, 2026 

Monday: Acts 11:1-18/ Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4/ 
 Jn 10:11-18 (second choice) 
Tuesday:  Acts 11:19-26/ Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7/
 Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday:  Acts 12:24-13:5a/ Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8/
 Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday:  Acts 13:13-25/ Ps 89:2-3, 21-22,  
 25 and 27/Jn 13:16-20 
Friday:  Acts 13:26-33/ Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab/
 Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday:  Acts 13:44-52/ Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/
 Jn 14:7-14 
Sunday:  Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/ 
 1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 

Home Bound or Ill? 
If you, or someone you know, are 
unable to attend Mass and would 
like to receive communion in their 
home, please call either Deacon Jim 
Horton or Deacon Fran Pendergast 
at 708-448-4861. 

SCRIPTURE 
REFLECTION 

“I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep.” John 10:11 

My most boring job was working at an insurance 
company as a college student. My main task? Filing. 
Now imagine if I had told my supervisor, “I just 
want you to know, I’m willing to die for these files.” 
She would have called a psychiatrist — or at least 
security. 

There is something absurd in Jesus’ words in today’s 
Gospel: “I am the good shepherd… I lay down my 
life for the sheep.” (John 10:11) It sounds noble, un-
til you think about it. No one dies for sheep. Not a 
hired hand. Not even a good shepherd. Sheep are 
important, sure, but not worth a human life. 

And yet, Jesus insists: I will die for them. The crowd 
understandably responds: “He is out of his mind.” 

C.S. Lewis once said that Jesus does not leave us the 
option of calling him merely a good teacher. If 
someone speaks like him, he is either lying, crazy, or 
telling the truth. John’s Gospel won’t let us stay sen-
timental. Jesus means it. He reveals a love that sur-
passes logic — a love that measures worth not by 
strength or success, but by the willingness to suffer 
unto death. 

The Good Shepherd’s madness is mercy. His cross 
makes no earthly sense and yet it makes divine 
sense. He lays down his life not for kings or saints 
but for sheep — for the ordinary, the unworthy, for 
you and me. 

Think of someone who may feel unworthy of love. 
Do something simple and generous for them, not 
because they deserve it, but because Jesus did the 
same for you. 

— Father John Muir 

Today’s Readings: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a,  
3b-4, 5, 6/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10  

WORD OF LIFE  
“Suicidal individuals—with or without a ter-
minal illness—typically do not want to die; 
they want to escape what they perceive to be 
an intolerable situation, and they inaccurate-
ly believe that suicide is their only way out. 
The patient requesting assisted suicide is of-
ten asking, ‘Does anyone want me to be alive, 
or care enough to talk me out of this request 
and support me through this difficult time?’” 

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 
“Every Suicide is Tragic” 

usccb.org/every-suicide-tragic  

Prayers of the Faithful  
for the Sick 

As the faith family of St. Alexander, we 
unite with one another to pray for those 
who need healing of their body, mind or 

spirit. Confident that God hears the voices of those who 
trust in the Lord Jesus, we join in prayer for: 

 Lisa Krisik Elizabeth Hannan Hurley 
 Edward Weir Thomas Boll   
 Molly Flynn Gerry McCall  
 Carol Miller Barb Chwierut  
 Asher Bryant Denise Jandura  
 Rich Jandura 

If you or anyone in your family would like to be added 
to our Prayers of the Faithful for the Sick please contact 
the Parish Administrative Office by noon on Friday. 
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COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Saturday, May 2nd  

  5:00  PM— Terry Horvath, Mary Ceebin,   
   Terry Filipiak 

Sunday, May 3rd 

  7:30 AM— Steve Lukasik, Karen McNeal, Bob Straz 
  9:30 AM— Dorothy McCloskey, Nancy Dougherty,  
   Wendy Loftus, Patti Hartig (LG) 
11:30 AM— Patricia Klaus, Jim & Pat Fisher 
  6:00 PM— Sharon Ayres, Michael Collins 

READERS 
Saturday, May 2nd 

  5:00  PM— Bill Rogers 

Sunday, May 3rd 

  7:30 AM— Mary Dombrowski 
  9:30 AM— Linda Buchanan, Melissa Duckett 
11:30 AM— Ryan Alberts 
  6:00 PM— Bob Ayres 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

& Knights of Columbus 

FOOD COLLECTION 
Please donate to our ongoing food 
collection for St. Blase. Donations 
should be placed on the bench 
across from the SAVE room. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

NO EXPIRED FOOD PLEASE! 

WELCOME TO ST. ALEXANDER! 
We extend a warm welcome to all our 
guests and visitors who have graced us 
with their presence at today’s liturgy. We 
hope that you feel at home here; please 
let us know if we can be of any assis-
tance while you are with us.  

OFFERTORY GIFTS 

Anyone interested in  

bringing up the Offertory Gifts 

at a Mass, please let the ushers 

know a week in advance or 

you can ask when you arrive  

if they have someone. 

 

Pray the  

Rosary 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED EVERY DAY 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY AFTER 8:30AM MASS 

SATURDAY AFTER THE 8:00AM MASS 
Please join us and pray the Rosary 

 

 

Intercessory Prayer Experience 
Call on the Holy Spirit and expect Him to show 

up! The Father has promised Him to us.  
“Jesus said: And see, I am sending upon  

you what my Father promised, so stay  
here in the city until you have been clothed 

with power from on high.” Luke 24:49  
Come join us after Mass at 5:45PM on the  

first Saturday of each month.   
Deacon Mike will offer time to pray with  

anyone for the intercession of the Holy Spirit 
regarding individual prayer intensions.  

After Mass the Sacrament of Confession  
and the Sacrament of the Anointing of the  

Sick will also be available.    

 

Join us for Hospitality after  
the 7:30 am and 9:30 am Mass  

on the first Sunday of each month 
We hope to see you there! 

Hospitality Ministry 

Contact the parish office if you would like to have 
a Mass intention for 2026 or 2027. Please note that 
Mass intentions are not just for the deceased but 
for anyone you would like to include in prayer. 
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ST. ALEXANDER SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

6th grade builds 
leprechaun traps to 
practice their proce-
dural writing skills.  
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ST. ALEXANDER SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 
PreK3 learning about the life cycle  
of a chicken and adopting chicks  
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Our Members in the Military 
Scott Golich - U.S. Navy Robert Brennan - U.S. Army 

Stephen LaPiana - U.S. Army  Scott Milcarek - U.S. Army 

Matthew Brennan - U.S. Air Force Charles Berglund - U.S. Marines 

Andrew Nissen - U.S. Marines Patrick Pratl - U.S. Navy 

Andrew Cleland - U.S. Army Alan Filipiak - U.S. Navy 

John Hoban III - U.S. Army Mark Filipiak - U.S. Marines 

A. Amanda Cleland - U.S. Air Force     Joshua Bramlett U.S. Navy  

Amanda Brennan - U.S. Army Matthew Bramlett - U.S. Navy 

Kyle Hite - U.S. Army David Lindstrom - National Guard 

Gino Albergo - U.S. Army Daniel Weakley - U.S. Navy 

James M. Bilder - U.S. Army Stephen Vossler - U.S. Navy  

Nicholas Wineman - U.S. Marines Vito Barraco - U.S. Army  

Kate Risden - U.S. Navy Ryan Grant - U.S. Army  

Kevin Lewis - U.S. Navy Nicholas Crot - U.S. Marines 

Michael Lindstrom - U.S. Army Jose Sanchez - U.S. Army 

Ryan Graeber - U.S. Marines Ben St. Aubin - U. S. Navy  

Mary Kate Wetzel  -  U.S. Marines Hunter Leschman - U.S. Navy 

Cody Goldman - National Guard   Cameron Smentek - U.S. Army 

Isaac & Veronika Baines - U.S. Navy Judith Hite - U.S. Army  

Michael D. Faloona - National Guard Jake Soukup - U.S. Army 

Conor Knapp - U.S. Army  

St. Alexander Parish lists the names of 
active military of parishioners and their 
family members in our weekly bulletin. 
We keep them in our thoughts and 
prayers as they protect our country and 
freedom. 

If you have a relative who is an active 
member in the United States Military 
and would like them listed in the bulle-
tin, contact Nancy at the Parish Office, 
448-4861. Please inform us if the service 
person listed is no longer active in the 
military at home or abroad. 
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MERCY HOME SUNDAY MASS 

 9:00AM on WGN-TV Channel 9 

SUNDAY  10:15-11:30AM 
SAVE orders may also be brought to 
the Parish Administrative Center. 

Orders dropped off by 5:00PM on Wednesday are 
available for pick-up Thursday after Noon at the 
PAC. They may also be picked up during sale 
hours in the SAVE room on Sunday.  

MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If any parish ministry or organization  
would like to have an announcement made 

at Mass we ask that you please have  
the information to the office by noon  

on Friday. This allows us to compile the 
books we need for weekend liturgies by the 

end of Friday. Also, please limit  
announcements to one or two sentences. 

 

 

 

 

Faith Direct has joined forces with ParishSOFT 
Managed Giving. You will see some changes to 
your giving portfolio and can still sign on to your 
account as you did before. ParishSOFT Giv-
ing offers all the same reliable features you’ve 
come to know – recurring gifts, online giving, and 
donor support – plus new enhancements to better 
serve you: 

• Modern giving options: including Apple Pay, 
Google Pay, Venmo, PayPal, stock, and crypto. 

• Anonymous Giving. 

• Mobile-friendly experience: give online, 
through the app, or by text. 

Donors can give based on preferred schedule, with 
support for weekly contributions rather than once-
a-month processing. ParishSOFT Managed Giv-
ing will make your giving experience more con-
venient and meaningful. All your existing infor-
mation, recurring gifts, and donation history will 
transfer automatically – no action is needed unless 
otherwise notified.  

 

If you would like to make a 
one-time electronic donation 
or sign up for recurring gifts 
please scan this bar code.   

Low-Gluten Hosts 
At the 9:30AM Mass an Extraordinary Minister 

of Communion will be available with low-
gluten hosts. The Extraordinary Minister will 
be located at the entrance of the ramp which 
leads to the sanctuary on the side where the 
statue of our Blessed Virgin is presented. 

If you want peace, work for justice. 

—Pope Paul VI 
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Were you a member of the class of 1976,  
Mother Theodore Guerin, River Grove, IL?  

Do you know someone from that class? It’s  
time for the 50th Reunion! Guerin alum  

from ’76 will meet on a weekend in early  
October for mass on Saturday and lunch on  

Sunday. For more information, including dates,  
email: mtgclassof76reunion@gmail.com PRAY DAILY 

Each Christian needs half an hour of prayer each day,  

except when we are busy; then we need an hour. 

—St. Francis de Sales  
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
APRIL 26, 2026 
 
Saturday, April 25th 
 5:00 PM— Dale Yukich 
   Eleanor & Gustav Heinemann 
   Marcella Minch 
   Raymond Schwaller 
   Ken & Eleanore Reilly 
Sunday, April 26th  
 7:30 AM— Irene Brajner 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Nancy Lukasik 
   Johanna Hoban 
   Robert Buttala 
   Chet & Tom Chwierut 
   Robert Barth 
   Robert Plescher—96th Birthday Blessing 
 9:30 AM— Michael Nazarczuk—1st Anniversary 
   Patricia Cherry 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Catherine Strain 
   Joan & Dan Bagniewski 
   David M. Yerkes 
   Andrew O’Keefe 
   Edward Sullivan 
   Joseph Callanan 
   Don & Mary Tadda 
 11:30 AM— Tom Scanlon 
   Tom Stuchly 
   Grace Wetzel 
   Mary Kennedy 
 6:00 PM— For the Parishioners 
   John Egan 
Monday, April 27th  
 8:30 AM— Joseph Czurylo 
   Agnes L. Boyle 
   Colleen J. Nix 
Tuesday, April 28th (St. Peter Chanel; St. Louis 
Grignion de Montfort) 
 8:30 AM— Colleen J. Nix 
   Chet McGrath—3rd Anniversary 
   Jennifer Aparo 
   Peggy, Lillian & Leonard Bodack 
Wednesday, April 29th (St. Catherine of Siena) 
 8:30 AM— Special Intention 
   Nora Hopkins 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Florence C. Jastrzebowski 
   Al Mientus 
   Walter, Valerie & Walter Tadda 
Thursday, April 30th (St. Pius,V, Pope) 
 8:30 AM— Brandon Czurylo 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   John Allen O’Malley-Birthday Blessing 
   Unborn Children 

Friday, May 1st (St. Joseph the Worker) 
 8:30 AM— Mary Jo Saplin—5th Anniversary 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   John Janik 
   Erika Frelander 
   Sean O’Malley—Birthday Blessing 
   James Grisolano 
   Ann & Joseph Malacina                 
Saturday, May 2nd (St. Athanasius) 
 8:00 AM— Colleen J. Nix 
   Tom & Chet Chwierut 
   Our Blessed Mother’s Intentions 
   Tom, Margret, Pauline & Tommy Macey 
   Don Tadda 
   Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
APRIL 26, 2026 
 
Saturday, May 2nd 
 5:00 PM— Albert Collins—1st Anniversary 
   Ralph Dziuba 
   Dale Yukich 
   Tom Cusak 
   Mary McCarthy 
   Holly Wall 
Sunday, May 3rd 
 7:30 AM— Fr. Francis Royer SSC 
   Irene Brajner 
   Nancy Lukasik 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Edward Sullivan 
   Tom & Chet Chwierut 
   Kyle White—Birthday Blessing 
 9:30 AM— Michael Hurley—1st Anniversary 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Steve & Carol Stefan 
   Fr. Francis Royer SSC 
   Dorothy Janik 
   Tom Stuchly 
   Rosie Quinn Anhalt 
   Angela & Walter Wojciechowski 
   David M. Yerkes Sr. 
   Joseph Callanan 
   Don & Mary Tadda 
 11:30 AM— James Lamoureux 
   Tom Scanlon 
   Mary Ann Carroll 
   Wittenborn Family 
   George Lombard 
   Holly Wall Fruend 
 6:00 PM— For the Parishioners 

 

GET OUR WEEKLY BULLETIN  
EMAILED TO YOU! 

Subscribe to ParishesOnline.com  
to get a link to our weekly parish bulletin 

delivered straight to your inbox!  
Visit parishesonline.com and search  
for our parish to get started today.  

It’s fast, easy and free! 


