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EUCHARIST 

Celebration of Sharing Fully at Christ’s Altar of Sacrifice & Communion with Jesus and His Church 

Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) 

Sunday Vigil: 5:00 PM (Saturday) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, & 6:00 PM  

Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 AM 

First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Day: 8:30 AM & 7:00 PM 

 
Holy Hour with 

Exposition and Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament 

On the 1st Wednesday of the month 

6:00-7:00PM in the Church 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Celebration of God’s Forgiveness  

through Personal Confession 

Saturday Morning: 8:30 AM (until all are heard) 

Saturday Evening: after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Other Times by Appointment 

Sacraments of Healing 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Celebration of God’s Restorative Love & Forgiveness 

Sacrament offers strength to the living. If someone becomes 
seriously ill, please call the Parish Administrative Center. 
Ministers of Care are available to bring Holy Communion and/
or visit with the sick and homebound. 
Also every 1st Saturday after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Sacraments of Commitment 
MATRIMONY  

Celebration of God’s Blessings on the  
Loving Union between Man and Woman 

Please call the Parish Administration Center at least 4 months  
in advance of your wedding. Pre-Cana for engaged couples  
is required by the Archdiocese. 
Matrimony Contact: 
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  or Fr Colm Mitchell  708-448-4861 

HOLY ORDERS 
Celebration of Ordained Service to the Church 

The three offices of the Sacrament of Holy Orders are bishop, 
priest and deacon. All three are conferred by the sacramental 
act called “ordination.”  
Priesthood Contact - Fr. Michniewicz     448-4861 ext. 227 
Fr. Colm Mitchell  448-4861 ext.  223 
Archdiocese of Chicago Vocation Director: 
Rev. Timothy Monahan    312-534-8298 

OCIA   Celebration of the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
This process is for adults who would like to join the Roman Catholic Church and have never been Baptized, or were Baptized  

in another Christian denomination. There is also a process for children (OCIC) and teens (OCIT). 

OCIA/OCIC/OCIT contact - Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Sacraments of Initiation 

BAPTISM 

Celebration of Entrance into Christ’s Church 
You should be a registered parishioner of St. Alexander, or 
willing to register and join our Faith Community. Relatives of 
St. Alexander parishioners are also welcome. 

At least one Godparent must be a practicing Catholic. The 
other must be a Christian. Parents must register for a class  

on Baptism BEFORE your baby is baptized. Archdiocesan 
required classes are held once a month, usually on the first 
Tuesday of the month, and facilitated by trained parishioners. 

Baptism contact Joan DeVito 448-4861 ext. 237 

CONFIRMATION 

Celebration of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
This Sacrament is normally celebrated in 8th Grade and is 
 a 2 year program of preparation. 

Confirmation Contacts: 

Tyler Ried - Religious Education 448-6624  

Sharon O’Toole - School 448-0408 

The Archdiocese also offers classes for adults wishing to  
receive Confirmation. Adult Confirmation Contact -  

Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Spreading the Holy Fire 
Celebrating Christ Risen from the Dead through the 7 Sacraments 
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Dear Parishioners,  

     Our Lenten Parish Reconciliation Service will be celebrated on Tuesday, March 24th at 7:00pm. Re-
ceiving God’s forgiving love and grace in this sacrament is another way we make ourselves right with 
our Lord.  

     All parish families should have received the annual St. Alexander Easter Letter and Schedule in the 
mail. I ask that everyone please take notice of the schedule of Easter services, Masses, and reconcilia-
tion times. The liturgies of Holy Week and Easter are the most spirited, moving, and meaningful cele-
brations of the year as they recall the passion, death, and resurrection of our Savior. The Easter sched-
ule is also listed on page eight. I hope and pray that your Lenten journey thus far has grown you closer 
in your relationship with God. Remember Lent ends on Holy Thursday with the celebration of the 
Mass of Our Lord’s Supper. Please take time each day as we conclude this Lenten season to pray and 
to ask our Lord to shower us with his blessings so that we may serve one another as Christ serves us in 
the Eucharist.  

     Please remember we are in need of parishioners to volunteer to have their foot washed on Holy 
Thursday. The sign-up sheet is in the narthex of the church. This is a perfect way for you to partake in 
a special way in celebrating the gift of the Holy Eucharist and our dedication to be modern day apostles 
of Christ.  

     During this prayerful season of Lent, remember our daily Mass at 8:30am Monday through Friday, 
and 8:00am on Saturdays. Stations of the Cross will be celebrated at 7:00pm every Friday during Lent. 
The Stations of the Cross on March 27th will be a special version of our Lord’s Passion as seen through 
the eyes of His Mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

     Over two years ago we scheduled Fr. Ron Hoye to present this year’s Parish Mission. As you recall, 
Fr. Hoye is an excellent speaker and blessed us with an excellent Mission eight years ago. Unfortunate-
ly we at the parish received a call from Fr. Hoye a month and a half ago that he was ill and was told by 
the doctor to cancel all ministerial activities. It is hard to get a good mission speaker on short notice 
and thus we will have no Parish Mission this year. Please keep Fr. Hoye in your prayers and I thank 
you for your understanding. Several parishioners have turned in the mission envelope in the Sunday 
collection. Please know this money will be used wisely to support the outreach ministry to the needy at 
our parish.  

                God Bless, 

           Father Marty 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

Reflection by Pope Leo XIV — “If you truly want to encounter the Risen Lord, then listen to His 
Word, which is the Gospel of salvation.  Reflect on your way of living, and seek justice in order to build 
a more humane world. Serve the poor, and so bear witness to the good that we would always like to 
receive from our neighbors . Be united with Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. Adore Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament, the source of eternal life.  

—Prayer Vigil - Jubilee of Youth, August 2, 2025 
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The following children were baptized by Deacon Fran 
Pendergast on Sunday, March 15, 2026. 

Liam Matthew Erickson, son of Matthew & Lisa 
Sophia Jean Shobe, daughter of David & Rachel 

We welcome them into the family of the church and offer 
their parents our prayers and good wishes. 

 

We ask you to remember and pray for the souls of 
the faithful departed. May they forever rest in the 
Lord’s peace. We especially pray for: 

Angelo Pantano, husband of Carol 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

March 23-29, 2026 

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-
 62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday:  Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/
 Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday:  Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11/
 Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday:  Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 8:51-59 
Friday:  Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7/
 Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday:  Ez 37:21-28/Jr 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13
 Jn 11:45-56 
Sunday:  Mt 21:1-11 (37)/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 
 23-24/Is 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14-
 27:66 or 27:11-54 

SCRIPTURE 
REFLECTION 

A friend of mine wrote an imaginative reflection on 
the raising of Lazarus that caught me off guard. She 
proposed that when Jesus called Lazarus from the 
tomb, the man was not joyful but angry and an-
noyed. After so much suffering, maybe death felt 
like a release. He had finally escaped the pain. And 
then, suddenly, Jesus’ voice cuts through the silence: 
“Lazarus, come out!” (John 11:43) The light stings 
his eyes. The pain returns. And now he is dragged 
back into a world that had broken him. 

It startled me at first, but the more I sat with it, the 
more it made sense. Sometimes, people do not want 
to be raised. Not at first. Think of those in the grip of 
addiction, despair, or numbness. The tomb can feel 
safer than the risk of living again. Yet Jesus, moved 
by the grief and faith of others (Martha, Mary, the 
community) calls the dead man out. Lazarus obeys. 
But he is still bound, head to foot. Jesus says to the 
bystanders, “Untie him and let him go” (John 11:44). 

That is often how healing happens: slowly, reluctant-
ly. Not just by a personal decision, but through the 
love and persistence of others. Resurrection is not 
always euphoric. It may begin in protest and confu-
sion and only later turn to gratitude and freedom. 
But Christ’s voice breaks through, anyway. 

Lenten challenge: Who in your life needs to be 
called back to life? Pray for them. If that person is 
you, listen for the voice. It is calling even now. 

— Father John Muir 

Today’s Readings: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 
7-8/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45  

or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45  

Prayers of the Faithful  
for the Sick 

As the faith family of St. Alexander, we 
unite with one another to pray for those 
who need healing of their body, mind or 

spirit. Confident that God hears the voices of those who 
trust in the Lord Jesus, we join in prayer for: 

 Lisa Krisik Elizabeth Hannan Hurley 
 Edward Weir   

If you or anyone in your family would like to be added 
to our Prayers of the Faithful for the Sick please contact 
the Parish Administrative Office by noon on Friday. 

PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF GRACE  
O glorious Mother of God, Our Lady of Grace, hear my humble 
prayers, seeking your maternal intercession in obtaining from  
the Heart of Jesus, your Divine Son, all the graces and favors  
necessary for my spiritual and temporal welfare, and for the 
special needs I now place before you.  
O Heavenly Queen, be my comfort, hope, strength and  
consolation as, through God’s goodness and mercy, I await  
the great day of glory. Amen.  
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COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Saturday, March 28th 

  5:00  PM— Maureen Balich, Terry Horvath,  
   Sharon Mundo 

Sunday, March 29th 

  7:30 AM— Nancy Foster, Karen McNeal,   
   Pat Sobczak 
  9:30 AM— Dorothy McCloskey, Caroline Kelbowski, 
   Wendy Loftus, John Kelbowski (LG) 
11:30 AM— Jim & Pat Fisher, Patricia Klaus 
  6:00 PM— Sharon Ayres, Michael Collins 

READERS 
Saturday, March 28th  

  5:00  PM— Reader 1: Bill Rogers
   Reader 2: Linda Buchanan  
   Narrator: Deacon Mike    
   Speaker: Bill Rogers 

Sunday, March 28th 

  7:30 AM— Reader 1: Paula Somers   
   Reader 2: Mark Foster 
   Narrator: Deacon Fran   
   Speaker: Mark Foster 
  9:30 AM— Reader 1: Rich Cruz   
   Reader 2: Debbie Myron   
   Narrator:  Deacon Fran   
   Speaker: Rich Cruz 
11:30 AM— Reader 1 and 2: Ryan Alberts 
   Narrator: Deacon Mike 
   Speaker: Ryan Alberts 
  6:00 PM— Reader 1 and 2: Johanna Jurgens 
   Narrator: Bob Ayres   
   Speaker: James Clark 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

& Knights of Columbus 

FOOD COLLECTION 
Please donate to our ongoing food 
collection for St. Blase. Donations 
should be placed on the bench 
across from the SAVE room. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

NO EXPIRED FOOD PLEASE! 

GET OUR WEEKLY BULLETIN  
EMAILED TO YOU! 

Subscribe to ParishesOnline.com  
to get a link to our weekly parish bulletin 

delivered straight to your inbox!  
Visit parishesonline.com and search  
for our parish to get started today.  

It’s fast, easy and free! 

WELCOME TO ST. ALEXANDER! 
We extend a warm welcome to all our 
guests and visitors who have graced us 
with their presence at today’s liturgy. We 
hope that you feel at home here; please 
let us know if we can be of any assis-
tance while you are with us.  

OFFERTORY GIFTS 

Anyone interested in  

bringing up the Offertory Gifts 

at a Mass, please let the ushers 

know a week in advance or 

you can ask when you arrive  

if they have someone. 

 

Pray the  

Rosary 

THE ROSARY IS PRAYED EVERY DAY 
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY AFTER 8:30AM MASS 

SATURDAY AFTER THE 8:00AM MASS 
Please join us and pray the Rosary 

St. Alexander  
Prayer Shawl  

Ministry 

Jesus is alive among us and so is the love of 
God the Father. The warmth of his mother 

Mary's arms can wrap you in love as well. 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry has prayer shawls, 

lap blankets and baby blankets available  
to you in the PAC, so you can easily obtain 

them for your family or friends who are ill or 

need simple comfort. The grace of God is 
fulfilled when we are kind to each other. 

Please feel welcome to get these gifts of love 

to share a beautiful ministry of our faith,  
a prophetic sign of our love.  
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ST. PATRICK’S DAY/RAFFLE PARTY 

Raffle 
Winners! 
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Join us for  
our next  

Community 
Dinner on 
Tuesday,  

April 21st 

March 
Community 

Dinner  



Page Eight Fifth Sunday of Lent March 22, 2026 



Page Nine Fifth Sunday of Lent March 22, 2026 

 

 

Intercessory Prayer Experience 
Call on the Holy Spirit and expect Him to show 

up! The Father has promised Him to us.  
“Jesus said: And see, I am sending upon  

you what my Father promised, so stay  
here in the city until you have been clothed 

with power from on high.” Luke 24:49  
Come join us after Mass at 5:45PM on the  

first Saturday of each month.   
Deacon Mike will offer time to pray with  

anyone for the intercession of the Holy Spirit 
regarding individual prayer intensions.  

After Mass the Sacrament of Confession  
and the Sacrament of the Anointing of the  

Sick will also be available.    

WASHING OF THE FEET 
HOLY THURSDAY 
APRIL 2ND  7:00pm 

Anyone interested in participat-
ing in the reenactment of our Lord washing 
the feet of his apostles, please sign your 
name and phone number on the sign-up 
sheet located in the Narthex. 

LENTEN REGULATIONS 
Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of absti-
nence. Abstinence from meat is to be observed 
by all Catholics who are 14 years old and older 
on all Fridays of Lent.  

The Paschal Fast, as well as abstinence, are pre-
scribed for Good Friday and is encouraged to 
continue until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday 
Night). This special fast is to honor the suffering 
and death of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare our-
selves to share more fully and to celebrate more 
readily his Resurrection. 

When fasting, a person may take only one full 
meal. Two smaller meals are permitted if neces-
sary to maintain strength according to one’s 
needs, but eating solid foods between meals is 
not permitted.  

SOUP & ROSARY NIGHTS 
During Lent we encourage families 
to teach their children that fasting 
and prayer can make unimaginable 

changes. Make a change and add something 
to your life you wouldn’t normally do. We 
look forward to sharing a meal with you but 
more importantly, we look forward to pray-
ing with you. We meet every Wednesday 
evening during Lent.  

ST. ALEXANDER PARISH 
ROOM 311/312 

Wednesday Nights  6:00-7:00 pm 

March 25th & April 1st 

For additional information please contact 
Kathy Yerkes at (708) 704-3259 

* Soup provided by Country House Restaurant 

PRAYER SERVICE & 

RECONCILIATION 

Tuesday, March 24TH  7:00PM 
Join us for a prayerful evening as 
we celebrate God’s love for us 
through His forgiveness and His 
real presence in the Eucharist. 

Stations of the Cross  
Every Friday evening  

during Lent at 7:00 PM 
Women’s Stations on March 31st 

(from Mary’s perspective)  
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SUNDAY SALE 
HOURS   

10:15-11:30AM 
SAVE orders may also be brought to the Par-
ish Administrative Center. Orders dropped 
off by 5:00PM on Wednesday are available 
for pick-up Thursday after Noon at the PAC. 
They may also be picked up during sale 
hours in the SAVE room on Sunday.  

HOME BOUND OR ILL? 
If you, or someone you know, are unable to at-

tend Mass and would like to receive communion 

in their home, call Deacon Jim Horton or Deacon 

Fran Pendergast at 708-448-4861. 

MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If any parish ministry or organization  
would like to have an announcement made 

at Mass we ask that you please have  
the information to the office by noon  

on Friday. This allows us to compile the 
books we need for weekend liturgies by the 

end of Friday. Also, please limit  
announcements to one or two sentences. 

 

If you would like to make a 
one-time electronic donation 
or sign up for recurring gifts 
please scan this bar code.   

Low-Gluten Hosts 
At the 9:30AM Mass an Extraordinary Minister 
of Communion will be available with low-
gluten hosts. The Extraordinary Minister will 
be located at the entrance of the ramp which 
leads to the sanctuary on the side where the 
statue of our Blessed Virgin is presented. 

Parish Lenten Reconciliation 
7:00 PM  Tuesday, March 24h 

Palm Sunday - March 29th  
Saturday  Vigil  5:00 PM 

Sunday  7:30 AM, 9:30 AM,  
11:30 AM, 6:00 PM 

Holy Thursday - April 2nd 

 7:00 PM   Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

(after Mass until 11:00 PM) 

Good Friday - April 3rd 

3:00 PM  The Celebration of the Passion  
of the Lord & Veneration of the Cross 

7:00 PM   Stations of the Cross 

Holy Saturday - April 4th 

12:00 PM   Blessing of Easter Baskets 
8:00 PM  Celebration of the Easter Vigil 

Easter Sunday - April 5th 

7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM 

 (9:30AM Mass in Church & Parish Center) 
 Please note - there is no 6:oo PM Mass 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
  Saturdays after 8:00AM & 5:00PM Mass * No Reconciliation during the Sacred Triduum 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SCHEDULE 

MASS TIMES WHILE OUT OF TOWN 
Free apps are available that give you church lo-
cations and Mass times all over the country. 
Catholic Mass Times Church Directory and 
Mass Times for Travel. Or visit masstimes.org 
and.findaparish.com. 
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WORD OF LIFE  

“There is an everyday heroism, made up of 
gestures of sharing, big or small, which build 
up an authentic culture of life… Part of this 
daily heroism is also the silent but effective 
and eloquent witness of all those ‘brave 
mothers who devote themselves to their own 
family without reserve, who suffer in giving 
birth to their children and who are ready to 
make any effort, to face any sacrifice, in order 
to pass on to them the best of themselves’… 
We thank you, heroic mothers, for your invin-
cible love! We thank you for your intrepid trust 
in God and in his love. We thank you for the 
sacrifice of your life” (The Gospel of Life 86).  

—Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium vitae.  

A Prayer for “Renew My Church” 
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, as you spoke  
to holy men and women who have gone before  
us. In every age and in our own time, you call to  
us and say: Renew My Church. 

Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,  
and so enable us  

 to hear you clearly 
 to listen to each other attentively 
 to imagine our future boldly 
 to discern your direction wisely 
 to persevere in your holy will courageously 

 to stay together in charity 
 to surrender our own plans readily  
 to embrace the greater good 
 to hand on your gifts to future generations 

May we remain in the holy company of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the saints.  
May their example and presence inspire us with  
patient confidence in the work of your grace. 

We ask this of you who live and reign with the 
Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 forever and ever. Amen  
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
MARCH 22, 2026 
 
Saturday, March 21st 
 5:00 PM— Dale Yukich 
   Eileen Walsh & Family 
   Tom Stuchly 
   John Joseph Murrihy Jr. 
   David Carlig 
   Jereme Jon Damitz 
   Penny Paetow 
Sunday, March 22nd 
 7:30 AM— Irene Brajner 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Nancy Lukasik 
   Chet & Tom Chwierut 
   Carol Stefan 
   Paul Lawler 
   Johann & Ed Jutzi 
 9:30 AM— Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Mickey Quinn 
   Tom Stuchly 
   Carol Stefan 
   Evelyn Soukup 
   Don & Mary Tadda 
 11:30 AM— Tom Scanlon 
   Jim ‘Boz” O’Brien 
   Josephine Connolly 
   Susan Gildea 
 6:00 PM— For the Parishioners 
   Holy Spirit 
Monday, March 23rd (St. Turibius of Mogrovejo) 
 8:30 AM— Bill O’Mara  
   Joseph Higgins 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Helena Dybowski 
   Diane & Ray Martinez & Family  
Tuesday, March 24th 
 8:30 AM— Colleen J. Nix 
   Jennifer Aparo 
   Peggy, Lillian & Leonard Bodach 
   David M. Yerkes Sr. 
Wednesday, March 25th (The Annunciation of the Lord) 
 8:30 AM— Toni Chapman 
   Gladys Doolan 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   John Kelbowski Jr. 
   Chet & Tom Chwierut 
   Tess Skelly—Birthday Blessing 
   Fidel Villegas 
   Ed Rekruciak 
   Michael & Darllae Macey & Family 
Thursday, March 26th 
 8:30 AM— Muriel Rooney 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Roger Nosal 
   Richard Brichetto 

Friday, March 27th 
 8:30 AM— Colleen J. Nix 
   Helen Carroll 
   Neil DiVincenzo 
   William & Sandy Macey & Family             
Saturday, March 28th 

 8:00 AM— Irene Brajner 
   Thomas Lahey 
   Chet & Tom Chwierut 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Margaret Corbett 
 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
MARCH 29, 2026 
 
Saturday, March 28th 
 5:00 PM— John E. Busch VII—1st Birthday 
   Dale Yukich 
   Helen & Joseph Hertko 
   David Carlig 
   Raymond Schwaller 
   Linda Barcelona    
   Penny Paetow 
Sunday, March 29th 
 7:30 AM— Irene Brajner 
   Brian Cadore 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Nancy Lukasik 
   Chet & Tom Chwierut 
   Tom Stuchly 
   Carol Stefan 
   Johann & Ed Jutzi 
 9:30 AM— Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Mickey Quinn 
   Florence C. Jastrzebowski 
   Carol Stefan 
   Bernadine Dressel 
   Don & Mary Tadda 
 11:30 AM— Tom Scanlon 
   Dan Donovan 
   Jackie Donegan Coleman—Prayers 
 6:00 PM— For the Parishioners 
   Holy Spirit 
   Roger Nosal 
   Theodore Biknius 

 

LEGACY PLANNING  
Please prayerfully consider remembering our 
parish when you update your estate plans. These 
gifts help us to build a solid foundation for the 
Catholic formation of future generations.  

Prepare or update your will or trust today by 
contacting an attorney. For sample bequest lan-
guage, contact Fr. Marty at 708 - 448 - 4861. 


