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EUCHARIST 

Celebration of Sharing Fully at Christ’s Altar of Sacrifice & Communion with Jesus and His Church 

Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) 

Sunday Vigil: 5:00 PM (Saturday) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, & 6:00 PM  

Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 AM 

First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Day: 8:30 AM & 7:00 PM 

 
Holy Hour with 

Exposition and Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament 

On the 1st Wednesday of the month 

6:00-7:00PM in the Church 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Celebration of God’s Forgiveness  

through Personal Confession 

Saturday Morning: 8:30 AM (until all are heard) 

Saturday Evening: after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Other Times by Appointment 

Sacraments of Healing 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Celebration of God’s Restorative Love & Forgiveness 

Sacrament offers strength to the living. If someone becomes 
seriously ill, please call the Parish Administrative Center. 
Ministers of Care are available to bring Holy Communion and/
or visit with the sick and homebound. 
Also every 1st Saturday after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Sacraments of Commitment 
MATRIMONY  

Celebration of God’s Blessings on the  
Loving Union between Man and Woman 

Please call the Parish Administration Center at least 4 months  
in advance of your wedding. Pre-Cana for engaged couples  
is required by the Archdiocese. 
Matrimony Contact: 
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  or Fr Colm Mitchell  708-448-4861 

HOLY ORDERS 
Celebration of Ordained Service to the Church 

The three offices of the Sacrament of Holy Orders are bishop, 
priest and deacon. All three are conferred by the sacramental 
act called “ordination.”  
Priesthood Contact - Fr. Michniewicz     448-4861 ext. 227 
Fr. Colm Mitchell  448-4861 ext.  223 
Archdiocese of Chicago Vocation Director: 
Rev. Timothy Monahan    312-534-8298 

OCIA   Celebration of the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
This process is for adults who would like to join the Roman Catholic Church and have never been Baptized, or were Baptized  

in another Christian denomination. There is also a process for children (OCIC) and teens (OCIT). 

OCIA/OCIC/OCIT contact - Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Sacraments of Initiation 

BAPTISM 

Celebration of Entrance into Christ’s Church 
You should be a registered parishioner of St. Alexander, or 
willing to register and join our Faith Community. Relatives of 
St. Alexander parishioners are also welcome. 

At least one Godparent must be a practicing Catholic. The 
other must be a Christian. Parents must register for a class  

on Baptism BEFORE your baby is baptized. Archdiocesan 
required classes are held once a month, usually on the first 
Tuesday of the month, and facilitated by trained parishioners. 

Baptism contact Joan DeVito 448-4861 ext. 237 

CONFIRMATION 

Celebration of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
This Sacrament is normally celebrated in 8th Grade and is 
 a 2 year program of preparation. 

Confirmation Contacts: 

Tyler Ried - Religious Education 448-6624  

Sharon O’Toole - School 448-0408 

The Archdiocese also offers classes for adults wishing to  
receive Confirmation. Adult Confirmation Contact -  

Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Spreading the Holy Fire 
Celebrating Christ Risen from the Dead through the 7 Sacraments 



Page Three Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time February 1, 2026 

   

Dear Parishioners,  

     Congratulations to our St. Alexander Athletic Board, current and former coaches and parents, and 
parishioners who ran and worked last Sunday’s AFC/NFC football party. The crowd was great and 
everybody seemed to enjoy the day. Thanks to all those who attended, worked, and sold tickets to 
make this event a success and a time to get together as a parish family. Tyler Ried also had a AFC/
NFC football party for our parish teens in our mobile units. The teens in attendance had a great time 
as they watched the games and played video games. Personally I was bouncing back and forth from 
both parties and enjoyed both of them.  

     Many blessings to our second grade school and religious education children who celebrated the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time Tuesday evening, January 27th. The evening was faith-
filled and the healing power of our Lord was felt throughout the church. Please keep our precious sec-
ond graders in your prayers as they prepare for their First Holy Communion in May. 

     Once again I ask you to please purchase and return your tickets for this year’s annual raffle at the 
parish office, the offering baskets, or through the mail. Proceeds of this raffle will be of great assis-
tance to our parish, school, R.E. program, and other ministries. Tickets will be drawn on March 7th at 
our St. Patrick’s/Irish Party. 

     Remember if you would like a statement of your donations to St. Alexander for tax purposes 
please call our office and ask for Mrs. Paula Somers. We will be more than pleased to send you your 
statement in the mail. 

     Following are the figures for our collections for the past four months and Christmas: 

September  $76,215.38   October  $82,960.71   November  $97,861.38 

December  $116,176.16    Christmas  $94,779.00 

     Once again, thank you for your generosity which enables us to keep our ministries flourishing at 
St. Alexander parish bringing the love and gospel of our Lord to our faithful through liturgies and our 
love for one another.  

           God Bless, 

           Father Marty 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

A Prayer for “Renew My Church” 
Lord Jesus, you speak to us today, as you spoke  
to holy men and women who have gone before  
us. In every age and in our own time, you call to  
us and say: Renew My Church. 

Pour out the gift of your Holy Spirit upon us,  
and so enable us  

 to hear you clearly 
 to listen to each other attentively 
 to imagine our future boldly 
 to discern your direction wisely 
 to persevere in your holy will courageously 

 to stay together in charity 
 to surrender our own plans readily  
 to embrace the greater good 
 to hand on your gifts to future generations 

May we remain in the holy company of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the apostles, and all the saints.  
May their example and presence inspire us with  
patient confidence in the work of your grace. 

We ask this of you who live and reign with the 
Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 forever and ever. Amen  
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We ask you to remember and pray for the souls of 
the faithful departed. May they forever rest in the 
Lord’s peace. We especially pray for: 

David Carlig, husband of Kathy 
Susan Gildea, mother of Kevin 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

February 2-8, 2026 

Monday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/Heb 2:14-18/
 Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 
Tuesday:  2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30-19:3/
 Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday:  2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7/ 
 Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday:  1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 
 11d-12a, 12bcd/Mk 6:7-13 
Friday:  Sir 47:2-11/Ps 18:31, 47 and 50, 51/
 Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday:  1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14/
 Mk 6:30-34 
Sunday:  Is 58:7-10/Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 
 1 Cor 2:1-5/Mt 5:13-16 

SCRIPTURE 
REFLECTION 

A priest I know was once falsely accused of a terrible 
crime. The claim was wild and easily disproved, but 
for a while, it didn’t matter. In the atmosphere shaped 
by the abuse crisis of the early 2000s, the public as-
sumption was guilty until proven innocent. His name 
was dragged through the mud, and his ministry placed 
on hold. I had the privilege — and the burden — of 
walking closely with him during that time. 

He was angry. He was confused. He felt abandoned 
and deeply disoriented. The last thing on his mind was 
the words of Jesus in today’s Gospel: “Blessed are 
you when they insult you and persecute you and utter 
every kind of evil against you falsely because of me 
… Rejoice and be glad” (Matthew 5:11-12). Rejoice? 
He felt anything but. 

And yet… something holy slowly grew in him. Not 
overnight, and not without pain. But as the truth came 
to light and his name was cleared, I watched him be-
come more Christlike — more patient, more compas-
sionate, more detached from human approval. 

Maybe you haven’t faced something so dramatic. But 
where do you feel judged? Misrepresented? Over-
looked? Maybe someone else got the credit or the pro-
motion. Maybe someone you love isn’t getting their 
due. In those moments, the Cross of Jesus is near. 
When we feel accused, that’s when we ask him for the 
grace not just to endure, but somehow, mysteriously, 
to rejoice and be glad. 

— Father John Muir 

Today’s Readings: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/Ps 146:6c-7,  
8-9a, 9b-10/1 Cor 1:26-31/Mt 5:1-12a  

Thanksgiving after Mass 

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

O Mary, Virgin and Mother most holy, 
behold, I have received your most dear Son, 
whom you conceived in your immaculate  

womb, brought forth, nursed and  
embraced most tenderly. 

Behold him at whose sight you used to  
rejoice and be filled with all delight: 
him, whom, humbly and lovingly, 

once again I present and offer him to you 
to be clasped in your arms, to be loved  

by your heart, and to be offered up 
to the Most Holy Trinity 

as the supreme worship of adoration,  
for your own honor and glory and  

for my needs and for those of the whole world. 
I ask you therefore, most loving Mother: 

entreat for me the forgiveness of all my sin 
and, in abundant measure, the grace 

of serving him in the future more faithfully, 
and at last, final grace,  

so that with you I may praise him 
for all the ages of ages. 

Amen. 

Prayers of the Faithful  
for the Sick 

As the faith family of St. Alexander, we 
unite with one another to pray for those 
who need healing of their body, mind or 

spirit. Confident that God hears the voices of those who 
trust in the Lord Jesus, we join in prayer for: 

 Lisa Krisik Elizabeth Hannan Hurley
 Molly Flynn Jerry Lynn McCall  
 Joseph Viliunas Joseph Maloney 

If you or anyone in your family would like to be added 
to our Prayers of the Faithful for the Sick please contact 
the Parish Administrative Office by noon on Friday. 
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

& Knights of Columbus 

FOOD COLLECTION 
Please donate to our ongoing food 
collection for St. Blase. Donations 
should be placed on the bench 
across from the SAVE room. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

NO EXPIRED FOOD PLEASE! 

WELCOME TO ST. ALEXANDER! 
We extend a warm welcome to all our 
guests and visitors who have graced us 
with their presence at today’s liturgy. We 
hope that you feel at home here; please 
let us know if we can be of any assis-
tance while you are with us.  

 

 

Intercessory Prayer Experience 
Call on the Holy Spirit and expect Him to show 

up! The Father has promised Him to us.  
“Jesus said: And see, I am sending upon  

you what my Father promised, so stay  
here in the city until you have been clothed 

with power from on high.” Luke 24:49  
Come join us after Mass at 5:45PM on the  

first Saturday of each month.   
Deacon Mike will offer time to pray with  

anyone for the intercession of the Holy Spirit 
regarding individual prayer intensions.  

After Mass the Sacrament of Confession  
and the Sacrament of the Anointing of the  

Sick will also be available.    

 

Join us for Hospitality after  
the 7:30 am and 9:30 am Mass  

on the first Sunday of each month. 
We hope to see you there! 

Hospitality Ministry 

Join us for a Holy Hour with  
Exposition and Benediction  

of the Blessed Sacrament  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every first Wednesday of the 
month 6-7pm in Church 

Wednesday, February 4th 

“A Holy Hour before the Most Blessed  
Sacrament so pleases the Heart  

of Jesus, that every man, woman and 
child on earth receives a new effect  

of God’s graces.” - St. Faustina 

Contact the parish office if you would like to have 
a Mass intention for 2026. Please note that Mass 
intentions are not just for the deceased but for any-
one you would like to include in prayer. 

Don’t try to shine so that others will see you. 
Shine so that through you, others will see Christ. 

—Pope Francis 
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ST. ALEXANDER SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

8th Grade students recently volunteered at Feed My Starving Children in Aurora. 
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JANUARY  
COMMUNITY 

DINNER 

JOIN US AT 
OUR NEXT 

COMMUNITY 
DINNER ON 

FEBRUARY 17TH 
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MERCY HOME SUNDAY MASS 

 9:30AM on WGN-TV Channel 9 

SUNDAY SALE 
HOURS   

10:15-11:30AM 
SAVE orders may also be brought to the Par-
ish Administrative Center. Orders dropped 
off by 5:00PM on Wednesday are available 
for pick-up Thursday after Noon at the PAC. 
They may also be picked up during sale 
hours in the SAVE room on Sunday.  

MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If any parish ministry or organization  
would like to have an announcement made 

at Mass we ask that you please have  
the information to the office by noon  

on Friday. This allows us to compile the 
books we need for weekend liturgies by the 

end of Friday. Also, please limit  
announcements to one or two sentences. 

 

If you would like to make a 
one-time electronic donation 
or sign up for recurring gifts 
please scan this bar code.   

Low-Gluten Hosts 
At the 9:30AM Mass an Extraordinary Minister 

of Communion will be available with low-
gluten hosts. The Extraordinary Minister will 
be located at the entrance of the ramp which 
leads to the sanctuary on the side where the 
statue of our Blessed Virgin is presented. 

Are You A Candidate For 
Spiritual Direction? 

1. Is your experience of faith in transition? 
 Exploring new ideas about your faith 
 Picture of God is changing 
 Physical place of faith has changed 
 Spiritual practices need a review 
2. Have you experienced a personal loss? 
 Physical loss of a relative, friend, or loved one. 
 Loss of material possessions or income 
 Loss of special relationship 
3. Has your self-perception changed? 
 Transition from single to married life 
 Beginning a new job or career 
 Forced change of career/loss of job 
 Desire to become more healthy—physically  
        or spiritually 
4. Do you feel a yearning for God? 
 Asking where is God in your life experiences 
 Desire to pay more attention to your relationship 
        with God 
 Desire to pay closer attention to your prayer life 
If you are interested learning more about Spiritual  
Direction, contact Deacon Mike at 630-243-9342 
or mciciura@archchicago.org 
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COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Saturday, February 7th 

  5:00  PM— Rosemary Dziuba, Terri Filipiak,   
   Terry Horvath 

Sunday, February 8th 

  7:30 AM— Ed Sobczak, Susan Chillmon,  
   Nancy Foster 
  9:30 AM— Dorothy McCloskey, Wendy Loftus, 
   Nancy Dougherty, Pat Karrasch (LG) 
11:30 AM— Paul Sullivan, Jeff & Ofelia Foreman 

READERS 
Saturday, February 7th 

  5:00  PM— Linda Buchanan 

Sunday, February 8th 

  7:30 AM— Mark Foster, Paula Somers 
  9:30 AM— Rich Cruz, Melissa Duckett 
11:30 AM— Joan DeVito 

Home Bound or Ill? 
If you, or someone you know, are 
unable to attend Mass and would 
like to receive communion in their 
home, please call either Deacon Jim 
Horton or Deacon Fran Pendergast 
at 708-448-4861. 

OFFERTORY GIFTS 

Anyone interested in  

bringing up the Offertory Gifts 

at a Mass, please let the ushers 

know a week in advance or 

you can ask when you arrive  

if they have someone. 

 

$20 RAFFLE TICKET 
GRAND PRIZE $5,000 

1ST PRIZE $2,500 

2ND PRIZE $  500 

$50 RAFFLE TICKET 

GRAND PRIZE $15,000 

1ST PRIZE $ 7,500 

2ND PRIZE $ 1,500 

ST. ALEXANDER ANNUAL PARISH & SCHOOL 

TICKETS WILL BE DRAWN ON MARCH 7th 

WINNERS WILL BE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE 

WORD OF LIFE  

“A society is all the more human to the degree 
that it cares effectively for its most frail and suf-
fering members, in a spirit of fraternal love. Let 
us strive to achieve this goal, so that no one will 
feel alone, excluded or abandoned.” 

—Pope Francis, Message for the  
29th World Day of the Sick 2021 

Faith is not a light which scatters all our  
darkness, but a lamp which guides our steps  

in the night and suffices for the journey. 
—Pope Francis, The Light of Faith 
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GET OUR WEEKLY BULLETIN  
EMAILED TO YOU! 

Subscribe to ParishesOnline.com  
to get a link to our weekly parish bulletin 

delivered straight to your inbox!  
Visit parishesonline.com and search  
for our parish to get started today.  

It’s fast, easy and free! 

PALOS HEIGHTS SCHOOL DISTRICT 128 
PRESCHOOL SCREENING 

Monday, February 9th   10:30AM—4:00PM 

For all children 3-5 years of age that reside in School 
District 128. The screening will take place at Indian 
Hill School, 12800 S. Austin, Palos Heights. Please call 
708-597-1285 for an appointment. Contact Director of 
Student Services, Dee Potempa at the above number 
with any questions. 

PRAYER VIGIL 
Monday, February 2nd—3pm to 4pm 
(then Monday, March 2nd—3pm-4pm) 

Please plan to join a prayer vigil to be held at Orland 
Park Planned Parenthood. We will gather along the 
public sidewalk extending from 14470 LaGrange 
Road in Orland Park. This vigil will take place from 3pm 
to 4pm on Monday, Feb 2, 2026. Parking is available in 
the Orland Chateau lot (14500 S. LaGrange Road), but 
please park in the back. For more information, call Bill 
Beckman at 708-429-2762. 

Even if you can only stop by for a short time,  
please join us. Show your concern to protect our  
teenagers from Planned Parenthood. Pray for the  

conversion of Planned Parenthood’s staff. Contrary to 
their claims, Planned Parenthood’s birth control and sex 

education programs always lead to more unplanned 
pregnancies and more abortions, not less. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
FEBRUARY 1, 2026 
 
Saturday, January 31st 
 5:00 PM— Joseph Sloyan 
   Catherine Wells 
   Jimmy Mackey 
   Dale Yukich 
   Carolyn Lowery 
   Eleanore & Ken Reilly 
Sunday, February 1st 
 7:30 AM— Irene Brajner 
   Vincent & Mary Hoban 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Chet & Tom Chwierut 
 9:30 AM— Dorothy Jercich    
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Fr. Thomas Mescall—4th Anniversary 
   Michael Quinn 
   Carol A. Stefan 
   John Janik 
   Don & Mary Tadda 
   Dominick Bertucci 
 11:30 AM— Catholic Schools Week 
   Madison Czurylo 
   Tom Scanlon 
   Christine Fus 
   Muriel Rooney 
 6:00 PM— For the Parishioners 
Monday, February 2nd (The Presentation of the Lord, 
World Day for Consecrated Life) 
 8:30 AM— Colleen J. Nix 
   Lola I. Nichols 
   Peggy Forte—Healing Intention 
   David Carlig 
Tuesday, February 3rd (St. Blaise; St. Ansgar) 
 8:30 AM— Joan Barry—1st Anniversary 
   Naida Hough—11th Anniversary 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Paul Lawler III 
   Jennifer Aparo 
   Christine Aparo—Birthday Blessing 
   Kristina & Mark Wiseman & Family 
   Antoinette Gill—2nd Annivresary 
   Dorothy Janik 
Wednesday, February 4th 
 8:30 AM— Gredel N. Hooker 
   Frank S. Belemonte 
   James Hayes 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   John Janik 
Thursday, February 5th (St. Agatha) 
 8:30 AM— Dolores Gorski 
   Colleen J. Nix 
Friday, February 6th (St. Paul Miki) 
 8:30 AM— Michael Sweeney 
   Colleen J. Nix       

   Danny Bagniewski 
   Ann & Joseph Malacina 
   Steve Weber 
   Melody Muhs—Birthday Blessing 
   Bob Myslinski 
Saturday, February 7th 

 8:00 AM— Gredel N. Hooker 
   Sean Donahue—Birthday Blessing 
   James Boyle 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Chet & Tom Chwierut 
   Mark Zempich—Birthday Blessing 
   Tom, Margaret, Pauline & Tommy Macey 
   Don Tadda 
   Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
FEBRUARY 8, 2026 
 
Saturday, February 7th 
 5:00 PM— Christine McMahon 
   Dale Yukich 
   Paul Pendergast 
   Ralph Dziuba 
   Marie Patricoski 
   Mary & Greg Ceebin—50th Wedding Ann. 
Sunday, February 8th 
 7:30 AM— Clare Narel 
   Irene Brajner 
   Brian Cadore 
   Catherine Hoban 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Chet & Tom Chwierut 
   Robert Barth 
 9:30 AM— Marjorie McDevitt 
   Ernest Mazurek 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Ed Fioretti 
   Mickey Quinn 
   Paul Lawler 
   Carol Stefan 
   Kevin & Jane Byrne 
   Don & Mary Tadda 
   Leo Deplaris 
 11:30 AM— For the Parishioners 
   Michael Belczak 
   Rosa Greenwald 
   Tom Scanlon 
   Cassandra Campbell—First Anniversary 
   Helen O’Carroll 

 

Do you attend Mass regularly,  
but crave something more?  

Using the new Pilgrimage app, you can journey 
through Scripture. You will have access to a mes-
sage board, which enables you to ask questions, 
start discussions, share content and connect with 
fellow members, all from within the app. Learn more: 
www.pilgrimage.americanbible.org/ 

http://pilgrimage.americanbible.org/

