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EUCHARIST 

Celebration of Sharing Fully at Christ’s Altar of Sacrifice & Communion with Jesus and His Church 

Eucharistic Liturgy (Mass) 

Sunday Vigil: 5:00 PM (Saturday) 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM, & 6:00 PM  

Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM 

Saturday Morning: 8:00 AM 

First Saturday Devotions after 8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Day: 8:30 AM & 7:00 PM 

 
Holy Hour with 

Exposition and Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament 

On the 1st Wednesday of the month 

6:00-7:00PM in the Church 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Celebration of God’s Forgiveness  

through Personal Confession 

Saturday Morning: 8:30 AM (until all are heard) 

Saturday Evening: after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Other Times by Appointment 

Sacraments of Healing 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Celebration of God’s Restorative Love & Forgiveness 

Sacrament offers strength to the living. If someone becomes 
seriously ill, please call the Parish Administrative Center. 
Ministers of Care are available to bring Holy Communion and/
or visit with the sick and homebound. 
Also every 1st Saturday after the 5:00 PM Mass 

Sacraments of Commitment 
MATRIMONY  

Celebration of God’s Blessings on the  
Loving Union between Man and Woman 

Please call the Parish Administration Center at least 4 months  
in advance of your wedding. Pre-Cana for engaged couples  
is required by the Archdiocese. 
Matrimony Contact: 
Fr. Martin Michniewicz  or Fr Colm Mitchell  708-448-4861 

HOLY ORDERS 
Celebration of Ordained Service to the Church 

The three offices of the Sacrament of Holy Orders are bishop, 
priest and deacon. All three are conferred by the sacramental 
act called “ordination.”  
Priesthood Contact - Fr. Michniewicz     448-4861 ext. 227 
Fr. Colm Mitchell  448-4861 ext.  223 
Archdiocese of Chicago Vocation Director: 
Rev. Timothy Monahan    312-534-8298 

OCIA   Celebration of the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
This process is for adults who would like to join the Roman Catholic Church and have never been Baptized, or were Baptized  

in another Christian denomination. There is also a process for children (OCIC) and teens (OCIT). 

OCIA/OCIC/OCIT contact - Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Sacraments of Initiation 

BAPTISM 

Celebration of Entrance into Christ’s Church 
You should be a registered parishioner of St. Alexander, or 
willing to register and join our Faith Community. Relatives of 
St. Alexander parishioners are also welcome. 

At least one Godparent must be a practicing Catholic. The 
other must be a Christian. Parents must register for a class  

on Baptism BEFORE your baby is baptized. Archdiocesan 
required classes are held once a month, usually on the first 
Tuesday of the month, and facilitated by trained parishioners. 

Baptism contact Joan DeVito 448-4861 ext. 237 

CONFIRMATION 

Celebration of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
This Sacrament is normally celebrated in 8th Grade and is 
 a 2 year program of preparation. 

Confirmation Contacts: 

Tyler Ried - Religious Education 448-6624  

Sharon O’Toole - School 448-0408 

The Archdiocese also offers classes for adults wishing to  
receive Confirmation. Adult Confirmation Contact -  

Fr. Martin Michniewicz  448-4861 

Spreading the Holy Fire 
Celebrating Christ Risen from the Dead through the 7 Sacraments 



Page Three Second Sunday in Ordinary Time January 18, 2026 

 

  

Dear Parishioners,  

     As the new year begins we realize that federal and state income tax will soon be collected by our 
beloved government. Due to tax changes over the past several years most parishioners have not needed 
to receive a statement from us via the mail. If you would like your statement of contributions from St. 
Alexander Parish please call Paula Somers and she will be pleased to send you your statement. This not 
only makes it more convenient for the staff but also saves us the cost of postage and mailing. Thank 
you for your cooperation and understanding.  

     By now all parishioners should have received raffle tickets for this year’s annual Parish Raffle 
which supports our school and religious education program. Please do your best to support the educa-
tion and passing on of our Catholic faith to our young people by buying or selling your tickets. Raffle 
tickets and monies can be returned in the collection basket, mail, or dropped off at the Parish Office. If 
by chance you need more raffle tickets, they may also be picked up at the Parish Office, or we can mail 
them to you. The raffle drawing will take place on Saturday, March 7th at our St. Patrick/Irish Party and 
Dance. More details about our March 7th celebration will be forthcoming in future bulletins. 

     We, at St. Alexander Parish have been blessed for many years by having a parish school that teach-
es our children all the subjects that are needed in today’s society in the spirit of Jesus and our Roman 
Catholic faith. We are proud at St. Alexander to be a Blue Ribbon School which is only bestowed upon 
educational institutions that go far beyond the minimum requirements of federal and state guidelines.  

     If you know of anybody who is searching for a great faith-filled education for their children from 
preschool to eighth grade please have them contact Mrs. O’Toole, our principal, at 708-448-0408. Per-
sonally, when I look and observe the achievements of our alumni from St. Alexander School, I am tru-
ly impressed by what they have accomplished in their further studies and in life. Please spread the 
word around of the opportunities here at our school.  

     Remember that Thursday, January 22nd, is the Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn 
Children. Please take time to say a prayer for those mothers who are expecting children and that life 
will be held sacred from conception to a natural death. 

     Please remember tickets are still available for the St. Alexander’s Athletic Board AFC & NFC 
Championship Game party. Please turn to page twelve of the bulletin for more information. Super 
Square tickets can also be purchased at the parish office.  

     Speaking of football, please remember there will be no 6:00pm Mass on Sunday, February 8th which 
is Super Bowl Sunday. GO BEARS! 

           God Bless, 

           Father Marty 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

GET OUR WEEKLY BULLETIN  
EMAILED TO YOU! 

Subscribe to ParishesOnline.com  
to get a link to our weekly parish bulletin 

delivered straight to your inbox!  
Visit parishesonline.com and search  
for our parish to get started today.  

It’s fast, easy and free! 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

January 19-25, 2026 

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 
 and 23/Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday:  1 Sm 16:1-13/Ps 89:20, 21-22, 27-28/ 
 Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday:  1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 
 9-10/Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday:  1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Ps 56:2-3, 9-10a, 
 10b-11, 12-13/Mk 3:7-12 
Friday:  1 Sm 24:3-21/Ps 57:2, 3-4, 6 and 11/
 Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday:  2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Ps 80:2-3, 
 5-7/Mk 3:20-21 
Sunday:  Is 8:23-9:3/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/ 
 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17/Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 

SCRIPTURE 
REFLECTION 

It’s common to hear belief in Jesus and the Church 
mocked as blind faith and credulity. But in reality, it 
is deeply human and rational. Think about it: we 
rely on the testimony of others constantly. I trust 
chemists who certify the safety of toothpaste and 
cleaning products. I trust engineers when I use a mi-
crowave or drive over a bridge. Why? Because they 
have studied and seen what I have not, and their tes-
timony proves itself in daily life. That kind of trust 
is not irrational; it is how human knowledge works. 

In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist declares: “Now I 
have seen and testified that he is the Son of 
God” (John 1:34). That is the language of an eyewit-
ness. It invites us into a very human act: trusting 
someone who has directly encountered something 
— or Someone — we have not yet fully seen our-
selves. 

The Church’s faith is built on this kind of reliable 
sight-based testimony. The Apostles did not make 
abstract claims. They saw, followed, suffered for, 
and proclaimed Jesus Christ. Over centuries, their 
witness — carried in Scripture, in the lives of the 
saints, and in the sacramental life of the Church — 
has proven dependable. We come to know its truth 
by assenting to it, by living and studying it, praying 
with it, trusting it. 

Faith in Christ is not a childish leap into the dark. It 
is a step into the light of testimony that proves itself 
over time. 

— Father John Muir 

Today’s Readings: Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2 and 4, 7-8, 8
-9, 10/1 Cor 1:1-3/Jn 1:29-34  

Thanksgiving after Mass 

Prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

O Mary, Virgin and Mother most holy, 
behold, I have received your most dear Son, 
whom you conceived in your immaculate  

womb, brought forth, nursed and  
embraced most tenderly. 

Behold him at whose sight you used to  
rejoice and be filled with all delight: 
him, whom, humbly and lovingly, 

once again I present and offer him to you 
to be clasped in your arms, to be loved  

by your heart, and to be offered up 
to the Most Holy Trinity 

as the supreme worship of adoration,  
for your own honor and glory and  

for my needs and for those of the whole world. 
I ask you therefore, most loving Mother: 

entreat for me the forgiveness of all my sin 
and, in abundant measure, the grace 

of serving him in the future more faithfully, 
and at last, final grace,  

so that with you I may praise him 
for all the ages of ages. Amen. 

Prayers of the Faithful  
for the Sick 

As the faith family of St. Alexander, we 
unite with one another to pray for those 
who need healing of their body, mind or 

spirit. Confident that God hears the voices of those who 
trust in the Lord Jesus, we join in prayer for: 

 Lisa Krisik Elizabeth Hannan Hurley
 Molly Flynn Jerry Lynn McCall  
 Joseph Viliunas Susan Gildea   
 Joseph Maloney 

If you or anyone in your family would like to be added 
to our Prayers of the Faithful for the Sick please contact 
the Parish Administrative Office by noon on Friday. 

We ask you to remember and pray for the souls of 
the faithful departed. May they forever rest in the 
Lord’s peace. We especially pray for: 

Carol Stefan, mother of Tom 
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COMMUNION MINISTERS 
Saturday, January 24th 

  5:00  PM— Terry Horvath, Sharon Mundo,   
   Mary Ceebin 

Sunday, January 25th 

  7:30 AM— Patricia Sobczak, Susan Chillmon, 
   Nancy Foster 
  9:30 AM— Dorothy McCloskey, Nancy Dougherty,  
   Wendy Loftus, Joan Obiala (LG) 
11:30 AM— Val Thoma, Pat Klaus, Rosemary Dziuba 
  6:00 PM— Sharon Ayres, Merrill Jurgens,   
   Michael Collins 

READERS 
Saturday, January 24th 

  5:00  PM— Joan DeVito 

Sunday, January 25th 

  7:30 AM— Mark Foster, Paula Somers 
  9:30 AM— Linda Buchanan, Rich Cruz 
11:30 AM— Ryan Alberts 
  6:00 PM— Johanna Jurgens, Bob Ayres 

Home Bound or Ill? 
If you, or someone you know, are 
unable to attend Mass and would 
like to receive communion in their 
home, please call either Deacon Jim 
Horton or Deacon Fran Pendergast 
at 708-448-4861. 

MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If any parish ministry or organization would 
like to have an announcement made at 
Mass we ask that you please have the infor-
mation to the office by noon on Friday. This 
allows us to compile the books we need for 
weekend liturgies by the end of Friday. Also, 
please limit announcements to one or two 
sentences. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

& Knights of Columbus 

FOOD COLLECTION 
Please donate to our ongoing food 
collection for St. Blase. Donations 
should be placed on the bench 
across from the SAVE room. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

NO EXPIRED FOOD PLEASE! 

WELCOME TO ST. ALEXANDER! 
We extend a warm welcome to all our 
guests and visitors who have graced us 
with their presence at today’s liturgy. We 
hope that you feel at home here; please 
let us know if we can be of any assis-
tance while you are with us.  

OFFERTORY GIFTS 

Anyone interested in  

bringing up the Offertory Gifts 

at a Mass, please let the ushers 

know a week in advance or 

you can ask when you arrive  

if they have someone. 

WORD OF LIFE  

“Even with the overturning of Roe v. Wade in 
June 2022, a decision that returns the abortion 
issue to the electorate, many states continue 
not to recognize children in their mothers’ 
wombs as persons warranting protection under 
the law. Federal laws in our country fail to pro-
tect the lives of unborn children, and many po-
litical leaders at the state and federal level, 
work actively to increase access to abortion. 
Some falsely describe it as health care and 
even as a basic human right.”  

—USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

COMMUNITY DINNER 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 20TH 

Community Dinner’s are held  
on the third Tuesday of the month  

at 6:00 pm in our Parish Center  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Please visit, or call, the parish office if you 
would like to have a Mass intention for 
2026. Please note that Mass intentions are 
not just for the deceased but for anyone you 
would like to include in prayer. 
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ST. ALEXANDER SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Our Pre-K  4  
students enjoyed  
a special field trip 
where they joyfully 

re-enacted the  
Nativity story.  

The children loved 
taking on the  

roles and bringing 
the Christmas story 

to life. It was  
a wonderful and 

meaningful way to 
celebrate the true 

meaning of  
Christmas together.  
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ST. ALEXANDER SCHOOL HAPPENINGS 

Pre-K 4 students turned into little bakers as they created adorable gingerbread houses! Using their  
imaginations, the children decorated their houses just like a baker, practicing creativity, fine motor skills, 
and having lots of sweet fun along the way. What a delightful and festive activity for our Pre-K 4 friends!  

Our Pre-K 4  
students  

celebrated the 
Feast of the Three 
Kings by coloring  

a special Three 
Kings activity 

sheet. Through  
this hands-on  
activity, the  

children learned 
about the Wise Men 

and the gifts they 
brought to honor 
the birth of Jesus. 
This meaningful 
lesson helped  

reinforce the joy of 
the Epiphany and 

reminded our  
students that we, 

too, are called 
 to share our gifts 

with others. 
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 We’ll have 1/2 hour of chair 
yoga then eat and mingle 

January 29th  
6:30-8:30PM 

$10/per person 

Bring your favorite  
beverage and dish to share 
(Some wine will be provided) 

All ladies 21 and over are 
invited to attend! 

Sign up sheets to join the 
Women’s Club will be available 

St. Alexander Women’s Club presents  

CHAIR YOGA & POT LUCK MINGLE 

 

$20 RAFFLE TICKET 
GRAND PRIZE $5,000 

1ST PRIZE $2,500 

2ND PRIZE $  500 

$50 RAFFLE TICKET 

GRAND PRIZE $15,000 

1ST PRIZE $ 7,500 

2ND PRIZE $ 1,500 

ST. ALEXANDER ANNUAL PARISH & SCHOOL 

TICKETS WILL BE DRAWN ON MARCH 7th 

WINNERS WILL BE POSTED ON OUR WEBSITE 
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Low-Gluten Hosts 
At the 9:30AM Mass an Extraordinary Minister 
of Communion will be available with low-
gluten hosts. The Extraordinary Minister will 
be located at the entrance of the ramp which 
leads to the sanctuary on the side where the 
statue of our Blessed Virgin is presented. 

Assisted Listening Systems  
for Church Sound 

Our church is equipped with a hearing “loop” 
system which will allow those with a tele-coil 
(T-coil) in their hearing aid to hear more 
clearly. Some hearing aids will automatically 
switch to our “loop” system. Other hearing 
aids must be manually switched to the T-coil 
mode. 

If you do not think your hearing aid is func-
tioning properly with our “loop” system it may 
be because: A) Your hearing aid does not have 
a built-in T-coil OR B) You have to manually 
switch your hearing aid to the T-coil mode. 

T-Coil Switches: If your hearing aid has a 
switch labeled M-T-O the switch should be set 
to the T position. If your hearing aid has 
switch labeled M-MT the switch should be set 
to the MT position. 

Please consult your Audiologist with any 
questions, and to be sure that your hearing aid 
is equipped with a T-coil and is working 
properly. 

If you do not have a hearing aid with tele-coil 
(T-coil), we have purchased four individual 
hearing devices, specifically programmed for 
our system, that can be used during our litur-
gies on Sunday. They will be placed in a box on 
the bench outside the school office. We do ask 
that you please clean the hearing device after 
Mass, with the alcohol wipes that are on the 
bench, before returning them to the box. 
Thank you and we hope this will help to en-
hance your liturgical experience. 

 

 

Intercessory Prayer Experience 
Call on the Holy Spirit and expect Him to show 

up! The Father has promised Him to us.  
“Jesus said: And see, I am sending upon  

you what my Father promised, so stay  
here in the city until you have been clothed 

with power from on high.” Luke 24:49  
Come join us after Mass at 5:45PM on the  

first Saturday of each month.   
Deacon Mike will offer time to pray with  

anyone for the intercession of the Holy Spirit 
regarding individual prayer intensions.  

After Mass the Sacrament of Confession  
and the Sacrament of the Anointing of the  

Sick will also be available.    

MARRIAGE MINISTRY 
An invitation to Fully  

Initiated Roman Catholics 

• Are you planning a Destination Wedding? 

• Do you know a family member who is 
planning a Destination Wedding? 

• Have you been married by a judge or  

  justice of the peace? 

• Have you been married by a minister in 
another Christian denomination? 

Fr. Marty, our pastor, and the clergy of St. 
Alexander Parish invite you to consider 
receiving the Sacrament of Matrimony, 
and all the graces which are associated 
with the sacrament, her at St. Alexander 
Church. 

The process to receive the Sacrament of 
Matrimony in these circumstances is fair-
ly straightforward with a minimal amount 
of requirements. Our clergy are available 
to accompany you in your discernment. 

Please contact Deacon Mike Ciciura at 
mciciura@archchicago.org or 630-243-9342 
if you are interested in more information. 

* A fully initiated Roman Catholic is a person 
who has received the Sacraments of Baptism, 
holy Communion, and Confirmation, only one 
party of the couple needs to be fully initiated. 

PRAY DAILY 

Each Christian needs half an hour of prayer each day,  

except when we are busy; then we need an hour. 

—St. Francis de Sales  
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SUNDAY SALE 
HOURS   

10:15-11:30AM 
SAVE orders may also be brought to the Par-
ish Administrative Center. Orders dropped 
off by 5:00PM on Wednesday are available 
for pick-up Thursday after Noon at the PAC. 
They may also be picked up during sale 
hours in the SAVE room on Sunday.  

 

 

 

 

Faith Direct has joined forces with ParishSOFT 
Managed Giving. You will see some changes to 
your giving portfolio and can still sign on to your 
account as you did before. ParishSOFT Giv-
ing offers all the same reliable features you’ve 
come to know – recurring gifts, online giving, and 
donor support – plus new enhancements to better 
serve you: 

• Modern giving options: including Apple Pay, 
Google Pay, Venmo, PayPal, stock, and crypto. 

• Anonymous Giving. 

• Mobile-friendly experience: give online, 
through the app, or by text. 

Donors can give based on preferred schedule, with 
support for weekly contributions rather than once-
a-month processing. ParishSOFT Managed Giv-
ing will make your giving experience more con-
venient and meaningful. All your existing infor-
mation, recurring gifts, and donation history will 
transfer automatically – no action is needed unless 
otherwise notified.  

 

If you would like to make a 
one-time electronic donation 
or sign up for recurring gifts 
please scan this bar code.   
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SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
JANUARY 18, 2026 
 
Saturday, January 17th 
 5:00 PM— Dale Yukich 
   Paul Lunter 
   Jean E. Sweeney 
   Simanavicius Family—Special Intention 
   Kitty Giblin & Family 
   Andrew Jacob-Baptism—Special Intention 
   Karyn Ann—Birthday Blessing 
Sunday, January 18th 
 7:30 AM— Judy McCarthy 
   John Brajner 
   Irene Brajner 
   James Laski Sr. 
   Mary K. Laski 
   Johanna Hoban 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Paul Lawler III 
   Chet & Tom Chwierut 
 9:30 AM— Kay Durkin 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Helen Wann 
   Mary Foskett 
   Don & Mary Tadda 
   Edward Fioretti 
 11:30 AM— Michael Belczak 
   Tom Scanlon 
   Monica Petrokas—Birthday Blessing 
 6:00 PM— For the Parishioners 
Monday, January 19th 
 8:30 AM— Gertrude Bochenek 
   Peter Bochenek 
   Carol Bochenek 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Julian P. Jastrzebowski Jr. 
   Joyce Gerk—Healing Intention  
Tuesday, January 20th (St. Fabian; St. Sebastian) 
 8:30 AM— Daniel Stinson 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Mark Zempic & Family—Special Intention 
   Tom, Margaret, Pauline & Tommy Macey 
   Jennifer Aparo 
Wednesday, January 21st (St. Agnes) 
 8:30 AM— Dorothy Beemsterboer 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   William & Sandy Macey & Family 
Thursday, January 22nd (Day of Prayer for the Legal 
Protection of Unborn Children) 
 8:30 AM— Margaret O’Flaherty 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Don & Mary Tadda 
   Holy Souls in Purgatory 
   Patricia Drislane—1st Anniversary 

Friday, January 23rd (St. Vincent; St. Marianne Cope) 
 8:30 AM— Daniel Lamplot 
   Frank E. Narel 
                Colleen J. Nix 
   Michael & Darllee Macey & Family— 
           Special Intention 
Saturday, January 24th (St. Francis de Sales) 
 8:00 AM— Colleen J. Nix 
   Higgins Family 
   Chet & Tom Chwierut 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
JANUARY 25, 2026 
 
Saturday, January 24th 
 5:00 PM— Walter Chmielewski—1st Anniversary 
   Dale Yukich 
   Paul Pendergast 
   Paul Lunter 
   Chuck Siemiawski 
   Conal Gillespie—2nd Anniversary 
Sunday, January 25th 
 7:30 AM— Irene Brajner 
   Colleen J. Nix 
   Nancy Lukasik 
   Chet & Tom Chwierut 
 9:30 AM— Ray Blevins 
   Raymond & Marion Hunt 
   Fr. George McKenna—7th Anniversary 
   Virginia Huguelet 
   James Lawrence Guerino 
   Don & Mary Tadda 
   Bill Poytinger 
   Sharon Eve Kelly 
   Joan & Dan Bagniewski 
 11:30 AM— Tom Scanlon 
   Tom Stuchly 
 6:00 PM— For the Parishioners 
   Michael J. Murphy 

 

This Thursday, January 22nd, the 
Church in the United States ob-
serves the annual “Day of Prayer 
for the Legal Protection of Unborn 
Children.” This day is set aside to 
pray for the legal protection of hu-

man life and to do penance for the violations to human 
dignity through abortion. We are called to observe this 
day through prayer and penance. Information is  availa-
ble at respectlife.org. 

Faith is not a light which scatters all our  
darkness, but a lamp which guides our steps  

in the night and suffices for the journey. 
—Pope Francis, The Light of Faith 

http://www.usccb.org/january-22

